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Jl HE deingn of this little treatise is to display the 
glory and Sl-suffidency of the Lcml Jesus Christ, and 
to encourage weak believers to glc»ify him more by 
depending and living more upon his all-suiBciencT. 
"Whatever grace he has promised in his word, he is faitn- 
ful, aiid he is ahnighty to bestow, and they may receive 
it of him freely by the hand of £utb; This is its use 
and qfBce, as an hand or instrument, Uavinff first received 
Christ, to be continually receiving out or Christ^s full- 
ness. The apostle calls this limn^ by JhUhy a life 
received and continued, with all the streogth, oomfcnrts, 
and blessings, belonging to it, by faith in the Son of 
God, and he also mentions the. work of faith, its 
working effectually in the hearts and lives of behevers, 
through Christ strengthening them, and its growing in 
them, yea, growing exceedingly from &ith to faith, by 
the power <S* him who loveth them. This is the sub- 
ject ; and it properly belongs to those only who have ob- 
tained the true faith, given th«nof Grod, and wrought 
in their hearts by his word and Spirit. Such persons 
meet with many difficulties every day to try their faith, 
and to hinder them from depending continually upon the 
Lord Christ for all things belonging to life and godli- 
ness. By what means these difficulties may be over- 
come is plainly taught in scripture, is clearly promised, 
and is attained by faith which becomes daily more 
victorious, as it is enabled to trust, that he is faithful 
who promised. The strengthening of it I have had all 
along in view, hoping to be the means, under God, of 
leading the weak behever by the hand, and of removing 
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IV PAEFACK. 

hindrances out of his way, until the Lord thoroughly 
settle and establish him in the fiuth that is in Christ 
Jesus. 

But I must admonish the reader, that I do not expect 
this merely from what I have written. It is too hi^h 
and great a work for any mere man. Faith is the gift 
of God. And he alone who gives it can increase it 
The author of the faith is also the finisher of it : and 
we do not use the means to set the Lord of all means 
aside. No. We use them Ihiit ^ tnay find him hi 
them. It is his preseiice, which makes the use of th^n 
dfectual. By this, and this oolytaiiany reader of this 
book be tendered stronger ki ftitn. ' Being wdOi assured 
of this, I have therefore looked i*p to him myself,- and 
k will be ibr thy profit alaoi, reader, to look up to him 
in prayer, tor hiablesiAng. Entreat him of his grace 
to eountrauoioe tias feeble atten^it to prcnnote his 
glory ud his people^s good. Bbg of hun to make thy 
reacungof it the means of thy g!rowth in faith, and to ae» 

Sapony it with the supply <x his Holy Spirit to every 

in thy prayers and praises to ranembisr the author. 

I Mess God who has enabled me to revise the press, 
and to put my last hand to the work, by making such 
addhio^ und^alterations, as seemed to n^ neoa^, to 
•Sender the subject more nlain to (iommoii readers. In 
this, and in all things, I aesire to approve myself to mj 
Ijonl and Master, ^ose I am, and whom I serve, and 
whateyer good I have or do, to him be aU the praise. 
Blessed be his Name this day, henc^orth, and through 
the day ci eternity. 
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The peiBons for whose use this little tract is draw^ 
up, are supposed to be practically acquamted with 
these following truths; they have been convinced 
of ffln, and convinced of righteousness. The word 
of God has been made effectual by the application 
of the Holy Spirit to leach them the nature of 
the divine law, and upon ccnnpaniig their hearts and 
t;heir lives with it, they have been brought in guilty. 
They found tbemaelves fallen creatures, md they felt 
the sadcmisequences of the fal^ namely, total ignorance 
in the understanding of Gnod and his ways, an op&n re- 
bellion against him m the will, and an entiz^ enmity ii^ 
the heart, a life spent in the services of the world, the 
flesh, and the devU ; and on all these accounts guilty 
before God, and by nature children of wrath. When 
they were convinced of those truth^in their judgment^ 
and the ^wakened conscience sought for ease and deli^ 
verance, then they found they were helpless and without 
strength. They could take no step nor do any thin^ 
which could in the least save them from then: sinsu 
Whatever method they thought of, it failed them upon 
trials and left conscience more uneasy than before. I)id 
they purpose to repent ? They found such a repentance^ 
as God would be pleased with; was the gift of Christ 
He was exalted to be a prince and a Saviour to give 
repentanpa Sumx>se they thpught of reforming their 
lives, yet what is to become of their old ans ? Will 
present obedience, if it could be perfectly paid) mak^ 
any atonement fat past disobedience ? Wul the broken 
law take part of our duty for the whole? Na It has 
determined, that whosoever shall keep the whole law 
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LIFE OF FAITH. 

and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. And let 
him be ever so careful in dping what the law requires, 
or in avoiding what the law forbids, let him fast and 
pray and give alms, hear and read the word, be early 
And late at ordinances, lyet the enfightened conscience 
cannot be herewith satisfied : because by these duties 
he cannot undo the sin committed,* and because he will 
^nd so many failings in them, that they will be still 
adding to his guilt and increasing his misery. 

What method then shall he take? The more he strives 
to make himself better, the worse he finds himself. He 
sees the pollution of sin greater. He discovers more of 
its guilt. He finds in himself a want of all good, and 
an inclination to all evil. He is now convinced, that 
the law is holy, just, and good, but when he would keep 
it, evil is present with him. This makes him deeply 
^sensible of bis guilty helpless state, and shews him that 
by the works of the law he cannot be saved. His 
)ieart, like a fountain, is continually sending foith evil 
thoughts, yea, the very imaginations of it are only and 
altogether evil, and words and works partake of the 
nature of that evil fountJain from whence they flow : so 
that after aU his efforts he cannot qiiiet his conscience 
nor attain peace with God. 

The law having done its office, as a school-nMister, by 
convincing him of these truths, stops his mouth that he 
has not a word to say, why sentence should not be pas- 
sed upon him. And there it leaves him, guilty and 
helpless. It can do nothing more for him, than shew 
him that he ii^ a child of wrath, and that he deserves to 
have the wrath of God abiding upon him for ever ; for 
by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

The gospel finds him in this condition, as the good 
Samaritan did the wounded traveller^ and brings him 
good news. It discovers to him the ^ay of salvation con- 
trived in the covenant of grace, and manifests to him 
what the ever blessed Trinity had therein purposed, and 
what in the fulness of time was accomplished. That 
all the perfections of the Godhead might be infinitely 
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and everlastin^y glorifiedL The Father oayenanted tp 
gain honour and dignity to his law and justice, to his 
faithfuhiess and hohness, by insisting upon man's ap^ 
pearxng at his bar in the perfect righteousness of the law« 
But man having no sum righteousness of his own, all 
having simied, and there being none righteous, no not 
one ; how can he be saved ? The Lord Christ, a person 
in the Godhead coequal and coetemal with the Father, 
undertook to be his Saviour. He covenanted to stand 
up as the head and surety of his people in their nature^ 
and in their stead, to obey for them, that by his infinite- 
ly precious obedience many might be made righteous, 
ma to suffer for them, that by his everlasting mcoritori- 
ous stripes they might be heaW- Accordingly in the 
fulness of time he came into the world, and was made 
fleidi, andGrod and man being as truly united in one per-< 
son, .as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man. This 
adorable person lived and suffered, ^d died, as the re« 

Eresentative of his people. The righteousness of his 
fe was to be their right and title to life, and the righ- 
teousness of lus sufferings and death was to save them 
from all the sufferings due to their sins. And thus the 
law and iustice of the Father would be glorified in par*^ 
doning them, and his faithfulness and holiness made 
honouraUe in saving them. He might be strictly just, . 
and yet me justifier of him who believeth in Jesus. 

In this covenant the holy Spirit, a person coequal and 
coeternal with the Father and the Son, undertook the 
gracious office of quickening and convincing sinners in 
their consciences, how guilty they were, and how much 
they wanted a Saviour, and m their judgments how ablet 
he was to save all that come unto God through hira, and 
in their hearta to receive him, and to believe unto righ- 
teousitesa, and} then in their walk and conversation^tf} 
live uppn hisf grace and strength. His ofHce is tnusr 
described by our blessed Lord in i/oAn xvi. IS, 14. 
•^ When the^pirit of <ruth is come he shall glorify me; 
*^ for he siiall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you;'* 
tbat is, when he comes tp convince sinners of sin, and of 
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Xwhtt&Moeae^ and of judemettt, he takes of tbe things 
of CbriBt, alld^ponfies him. by sbewiw them what a 
fUnes9 there is in him to sare. He leadb tixm into all 
jkecessitry truth in th^ judgmenta, both con^seming 
^eip own sinfulness, guilty and he^lessnees^ and also 
eonceming the ahnighty power of the Gk>d-inan, and his 
lawful authority to make use of it for their salvation* 
He opens their understandings to comprehend the co- 
venant of grace, and the offices of the eternal Trinity 
in this covenant, particularly the office of the simiei:''8 
Airety the I«ord Christ, and he convinces them that there 
is ri^teousness, and stfimgth^ oomfovt and rejmcing, 
grace for gradB, holiness and glory, yea, treasmres ih& 
nite, ever*iasting treasures of these in Christ, tmd hevew 
by he draws out their affections after Christ, and aanbles 
mejcn with a heart to believe in him unto rigfateoiisaess* 
And the Holy Spirit having thus brought them to the 
happy knowledge of their union wilh Cmnst, afterwavda 
glarmes.him in their walk and conversation, by teaching 
ihem how to live by faith upon his fuhiess, and to be 
Continually receiving out of it grace for grace, aoecard« 
ing to their continual needs. 

The corruption c^ our nature by the fall, and our re* 
eovery through Jesus Christ, are the two leading truths 
in the Christian religion, and I suppose the persons for 
whose sake this little tract is drawn up notoiuy to know 
them, but also to be established in them, stedfaistly tobe- 
fieve and deeply to experience them. The necessitv of 
their being well grounded in them is very evident ; for a 
riimer will never seek after nor desire Christ, farther than 
he feels hip guilt and his misery ; nor will he receive 
Christ l^ faith, till all other methods of saving him- 
self fail ; nor mil he live upon Christ's fulneiss lurth^r 
it^an he has an .abiding seiise of his own want of him. 
Kead^, How do these truths appear to thee ? Has the 
few of God ari^igned thee in thy conscience f Hast thou 
been there brought in guilty, and hasthe-Spirit erf God 
dcepfy convinced thee by the law of sin, and of un- 
belief and of thy helplessness^ so as to leave thee no 
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. 1^86 ires^g place short of Christ? Has he twept aws(y 
every refuge of lies ? and thfis put thee upon enquirioc 
what thou must do to be saved. If not; may the Lor4 
the Spirit cdttvinpe thee, and hi hb own good time 
bring thee to the kooMrledf^ of thyself, and to the sav? 
log knowledge <^ and bebef in Christ Jesus, without 
which this hook can profit thee nothing. But if thoi^ 
hast been thus convinced, and the Lord has shone intq 
thy understanding, and enlightened it with the know^ 
ledge of the way df salvation, then read on. May th^ 
Lord make what thou readest profitable to thine esta* 
bhshmeiit in the faiths which is in Christ Jesus. 

There are two things spoken of faith in scriptui^i 
which highly desea*ve the attention of every true believer 
The first is4he state of safety, in which he is placed by 
Christ, and is delivered from every evil and danger in 
time and in eternity, to which sin had justly exposed 
him ; and the second is the happiness of this state, con* 
sisting in an abundant sup][%iy of all spiritual blessings 
freely given to him in Chnst, and received, as they ^re 
wanted, by the hand of faith out of the fulness dt 
Christ. By which means whoever has obtained this 
precious faith ought to'have a quiet conscience at peace 
with God, and need not fear any manner of evil, how 
much soeter it be deserved, and thereby he may at all 
times come boldly to the throne of grace to receive 
whatever is necessary for his comfortable walk heaven^ 
wards. Every grace, every blessing promised in scrip- 
ture, is his, and he may and does enjoy them so far a^ 
he lives by faith upon the Son of God : so far his life 
> and a»iversation are well ordered, and his walk is even, 

his spiritual enemies are' conquered, the old man ie 
mortified with his affections and lusts, and the new mani 
is renewed day by day after the image of God in righ-. 
teousness and true hohness. And from what he already 
enjoys by faith, and from the hopes of a speedy and 
pmect enjoyment, the scripture warrants him to rejoiofi 
IB the Lord with joy unspeakable and f\ill of glory. 

j^9 
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It is much to, be lamented, that few liveuptd Aete 
two privileges of faith. Many p^rtons who ftPe truly 
concerned about the salvation of their souls, live for 
years together full of doubtEf and fears,' and are not 
established in the faith, that is in Christ Jesus ; and 
several who are in a good measure established, yet do 
not walk happily in an even course, nor experience the 
continual blessedness of receiving by faith a supply of 
every want out of the Saviour's fulness. These things 
I have long observed, and what I have been taught of 
them from the scripture, and from the good hand dF 
God upon me, I have put together, and throw it as a 
mite into the treasury. I am sure it was never more 
wanted, than at present. May the good Lord accept 
the poor offering, and bless it to the hearts of his dear 
people to the praise of the glory of his own grace. 

For the clearer understanding of what shall be spoken 
upon the life of faith, it vnU. be needful to consider 
$rst what faith is : for a man must have faith before he 
can make use of it. He must be in Christ before he 
can live upon Christ. Now faith signifies the believing 
the truth of the word of God : so says Christ, « Thy 
" word is truth t"^ it relates to some word spokeif or to 
some promise made by him, and it expresses the belief 
which a person who hears it has of its being true. He 
assents to it^ relies upon it, and acts accordingly. This 
is faith. And the whole word of God, which is the 
ground of faith, may be reduced to two points, namely, 
to what the law reveals concerning the justification of*^a 
righteous man, and to what the gospel reveals concent 
ing the salvation of a sinner. A snort examination of 
these points will discover to us a great number of per- 
sons, who have no faith at all in the word of God. 

First, every man in his natural state before the grace 
of Christ, and the inspiration of his Spirit, has no faith. 
The scripture says, God hath shut up all that are in 
this state in unbelief; and when the Holy Spirit 
awakens any one of them, he convinces him of sin, and 
of unbelief m particular. When the Comforter is come. 
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Bays ChHftt, he dhall oonyince the world of stD^ beeauMi 
they believe not in me. 

Seoondly, A man who. hv^ cajqeless in »n has no 
faith. He does not believe one word that God says in 
his law. Let it warn him of his guilt, and shew Jiim his 
great danger, yet he sets at nought the terrcKrs of the 
Lord. He acts iGs if there was no day of judgment, 
and no place of eternal torments. He has no fear of 
God before his eyes. How can such a practical atheist 
as this have any faith ? 

Thirdly, The formalist has not true faith. He is 
content with the form of godliness, and denies the power 
of it. The veil of unbeUef is upon his heart, and the 
ide of his own good works a2id duties is ever before 

is eyes, that he finds no wants of the salvation of Je- 
sus, and is averse to the grace of the gospel. All his 
hopes arise &om what he is in himself, and from what 
he is able to do for himself. He neither believes God 
speaking in the law, nor in the gospel. If he believed 
his word in the law, it would convict him of sin, and 
forbid him to go about to establish a righteousness of 
his own ; because by the works of tlie law shall no fleah 
living be justified, yet this he does not believe. . If he 
believed the word of God in the gospel, it would con^ 
vince him of righteousness, of an infinitely perfect righ- 
teousness wrought out by the God>man Christ Jesus, 
and imputed to the sinner without any works of his 
own : for unto him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is imputed for 
righteousness. To this he dare not trust wholly for his 
acceptance he£are God, therefore he has not true faith. 

Fourthly, A man may be so far enlightened as to 
understana the way of salvation, an^l yet have not true 
faith. This is a possible case. The apostle states it, 
I Cor. xiiL 2. " Though I understand all mysteries, 
<^ and all knowledge, yet I may be nothing." And it 
is a dangerous case, as Hei. x. 26.." If w^ sin wilfully 
" after that we have, received the kiK)!(vIedge of the 
" truth, there, remainetib no mor^ iw^rifice for sins." 
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Hflm waa'iuch a knowledge bfthe ftrdth, as left a man 
to perish without the benefit of Christ^a sacrifice, there* 
fere he wanted thatiaith^ i^hich whoaoeirer haUi shall 
behaved./; : . r » 

What great nunlbevi ant there undvr these deloaons ? 
Baader, art thou one^of them ? Examine cloaely ; (or it 
is of eternal moment Prove thine own self, whether 
thou be- in the faith.. If thou askesi how thou shalt 
Ibiow it, since there are so many errors abput it? heai^ 
what God'^s word says, Whoever believes truly has 
beeii first convinced of unbelief. This our Lord teaches, 
J^ohn xvi. 9. " When the Comforter is come, he will 
^^ convince the world of sin, because they believe not 
^^ on me.^ He convinces of sin, by enlightening the 
understandmg to know the exceeding sinfulness of it, 
and. by quickmng the conscience to feel the guilt of 
St He eihewis the misery threatened, and leaves sin* 
nors no false refuge to flee unto. He will not suffer 
them to sit down content with some sorrow, <x a little 
outward reformation, or ■ any itfnppoeed righteocisness^ 
but makes them feel that do wbatever^tfaey will or can, 
still their guilt remains. Thus he put them upon seek, 
hag' out for salvation, and by the gospel he discovers it 
to them. He opens their understandings to know what 
4liey hear, and read, concerning the covenant of the 
eternal Trinity, and concerning what the Godman has 
done in the fulfilling of this covenant The Holy 
Spirit teaches them the nature of the adoraUe person 
of Christ^God manifest in the flesh, and the infinitely 
precious and everlasting meritorious righteousnessi 
which he has wrought out by the obedience of his lifii 
and death ; and he convinces them, that tlus righteous* 
ness is sufficient for their salvation, and that nothing is 
Tequired except faith, for its bdng imputed unto them ; 
ana he works in them a sense of their being helpless 
and without stren^h to rely upon this righteousness^ 
9nd through faith m it to have peace with God. He 
makes them see, that they cannot^ by any power of 
iheig own kk the kaat depend upon it: £n: all theit 



^rfSdtfic^ k bf Qod. '' l^t recjaices the ftaaie »m cf t^ 
Lond^ whick vraugiit qui this nghteDUsncas, la enable 
diem vilh tiae hgtat to believe in it. Theymre made 
deaidy sensible of tbis from the 'v/ard and Spirk of 
£k>d^ and ftbm tiiemown daily eiqperienoe^'and ther^ 
by they are dispoted to reeeive their wluile salvatiojl 
from the free, grace d£ Grod, and to him loascribe dl 
the glory- of it.. These are the redeemed of the Lord; 
To whom k is given to belie\se. They are quickened 
from a death in treqiasBes and sins, their conscienees 
are awakened, their understandings are . enUght^ed 
with the knowledge of Christ, they are enabled in tKei^ 
wills to choose him, and in their hearts to lore.him, 
and to rcgoice in his salvation. This is entit'eiy tfai 
work of the Holy Spirit : for faith is his gift; jE^A. ii. ft 
Unto you it is given^ says the apostle, Phil: i. £9. iA 
the behalf of Christ to bielieve on him ; none can giv^ 
it but the Spirit o( God : because it is the fidth of the 
operation of God, and requires the same ahniriity power 
to believe with the heart, as it did to raise Christ^ 
body from tbe grave, Ejph. i. dOL And this power he 
puts forth in the preaching of the word, and makes it 
the power of God unto- salvation* The word is cidled^ 
2 Cor. iiL & the ministration of the Spirit, because hf 
I it the Sfnrit ministers his grace and strength. So (?«£ 

iii. $L ^^ Received ye the Spirit by the works of die law, 
<^ or by the hearing of faith ?^^ It was by hearing fiiith 
preached, that they received the Spirit: for fkidi 
Cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of Godj 
which is tnerefwe called the w<^ of faith. And thus 
the word is die means, in die hand of the Spirit^ to 
dispose the hearts of those who hear it, to receive iumI 
to embrace Christ ; wherdby they retain the righteotm^ 
ness of fiuth, as Mom, x. 10. ^^ Wkh the heart man 
f^ believeth unto righteousness.^ The heart is th« 
ehief thing in bdeving : for into it Christ is rec^ved, 
. luad in. it he dweUs by fidth. The vitid unmi between 
Christ and the beUeva^ is manifested imd made known 
in thehH6art,aaidtheraiik]f ^niente^aiideflti^^^^ 
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With joy can the bebever say, ^^ My Beloired is rnine^ 
^^ and I am his,^ h^py fcr me, we aie but one p^'son 
in the eye of the law, and our inter^fiH;e are but one. 
Blessed state this I Christ gives himself freely to the 
helieyer, who also giyes himsdf up in faith to Christ, 
Christ as the beHever'^s surety has taken his sins upon 
himself, and the believer takes Christ^s righteousness : 
for Christ makes over all that be has to the believer, 
n^ho by faith looks upon it and makes use of it as his 
own ; according to that express, warrant for his so doing, 
in 1 Cor. iii. ^2, $23. All things are yours, because ye 
belong to Christ. 

This vital union, between Christ and the believer, is 
largely treated of in scripture. Christ thus speaks of it 
in his prayer for his people, John xvii " I pray for 
** them who shall believe on me through their word, 
*^ that they all . may be one» as thou Father art in me, 
*^ and I in thee, that they also may be c«e in us. I in 
*^ them, and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
<* feet in one.'' And in John vi. 56. he says, " He that 
^^ eateth my fleshy and drinketh my blood, dweUeth in 
*^ me, and I in him ;^ and this indwelling is by faith, 
as Eph. iii. 17. " That Christ may dwell in your 
^ hearts by faith.'' And it is the office g£ the Holy 
Spirit tb manifest tins union to their hearts, as John xiv; 
90. <^ At that day, when the Spirit of truth is come, 
ye shall know that I am in my Father, and you in 
.me, and I in you." And besides these and many 
pther plain words, this union is also represented by 
sevBrkl striking images, sudi as that of husband and 
^i/i^, »w])<> are in law, but one person, the husband being 
anssverable for the wife's debts, and the wife sharing in 
her husband's honours and goods. It is set forth by 
the union, between a building and the foundation upim 
which it stands secure ; between a tree antl its branches, 
which live because they are in the tree, and grow by 
the'sap'whichf they receive from it; between the head 
and the members, which by holdinc^ under the head live 
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very part Under these beautiful imiiges the scrip- 
sets forth the reality, and theUesoed friiits of thid 
The Holy Spirit makes it known to the be- 
'by enabling him to rely on 6od^« word, as in-^ 
truth, and to reeeive Chrisf s pemn as the 
y Saviour, and he strengthens it, by enabhng 
^r to make use of Christ^s fulness, and to lire 
'■ ^^ him in all his ofSees, for the partaking of 

ised graces and Uessings. 
A which is of the operation of God always 
B knowledge- and the fruits of dus ble^^ 
«ttiicfii^.tuia enables the soul to give itself up to Chrkt^ 
that it may be one with him, not in a figurative meta- 
phorical way, but as really and truly, as the building is 
one with the foundal^n, as much one in interest, as 
husband and wife ; one in kifluence, as the root and the 
branches, the head and the members. . So that this is not 
an empty notion about Christ, or soine clear knowl^N^ 
of him, or a mere approving of his way of-^ salvation^ 
but it is an actual receiving of him:' into the heart 'f<n^ 
righteousness to justify, and to dwell and reign therd 
to sanctify ; a receiving him as a perfect Saviour, and 
livii^ upon him and hiS' fulness ; waiting upon him t6 
be taught daily ; trusting wholly for acceptance to his 
blood and righteousness : resting, relying, leaning upoti 
his promised strength to hold out unto die ena : and 
hopii^ for eternal life as the free gift of God throu^ 
Jesus Christ our Lord. The saving faith thus t^ 
ceives ChriE^ and thus lives upon Christ * ^ 

Now, reader, examine and prove thyself, wbetJier 
thou hast this faith. Dost thou believe with diy heairt 
unto righteousness .^ Thou cmst' not live upon Christ/ 
unless thou art first in Christ. Thou must be finst pels 
suaddd of thine interest in him, before tb6u canst make 
use of it, and improve it ; and therefore the knowledgid 
of thy union, with him must be clear and plain, before 
thou canst have a free and open communion wifti* faim.' 
There, must be faith, befoire tfa^re dm be the fruits of 
faith ; and stDong faith b^ore tb^e can be much and 
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ripe fruit Littk fmth will receive but Uttle from 
Coriat The weak believer is full of doubts and fears, 
iind . when he wants oooxfort or strei^th, or any other 
things which Christ has promised to give his people, 
he ia queirtioning whether he has aiiy right to expect 
them ; and therefore he does not receive them ; because 
he has not boldness and access with confidence to Grod 
by faith in Christ Jesus. From hence appears the ne« 
oessity of being established in the faith. The believer 
la^st have clear evidence of his interest in Christ, be- 
fore he can live coo^ortable and happy upon Christ; 
therefore he must lock well to the foundation, and see 
there be no doubts left about hia being settled upon it; 
Christ being the sure foundation, how can he safely 
build thereon all his salvation, ualess he be. first satis* 
fied, that he is upon it? The peace with God in hia 
conscience, every act of spiritual life, and the whole 
S^siik. and well > ordering of his conversation, depend 
upon the seUhng of this prant It ought to be finally 
detennined, and brought tQ this issue : ^^ Christ is mine, 
^^ I know it from the word of God. I have the witness 
*^ of the Spirit of Gpd, and Christ allows me, unworthy 
^^ as I am, to make use of him and of his fulness for 
^* the supply of all my needs; smd I find I do make 
^ use of hiiii, and thereby I .know from daily &cpe* 
^ rience, that I am in him, because I live upon hink^ 
According as this point is settled, so in proportion will 
be the life of faith. If the . believer be thoroughly 
grounded in it without any doubt or fear, then he may, 
and will with confidence improve his interest in Christ ; 
but tf he still leave it in susp^se, his faith can be but 
)ttl3e, aid therefore he twiU ot^ain little comfort as 
stcen^gtk from Christ 

Reader, art thou one of the weak in tsiih ? Dost 
ihou fed. it? Dost thou mourn for it ? and dost thou 
know, from whence thy faith is to be strengthened P 
Whoftm increase it, but he alone who gives it? O 
pray then to the Lord God to ^ve thee the spirit of 
mdom and vevdation, that the eyes of thy understand* 
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0)g may be enlightened^ to tee the kifimte mfloieiiej e€ 
Chrafit^s person, as God-Biaa, and the everiasUte nmil 
e£ his life and death to save his peofde fton thev Aa/ki 
And.whatever hindeiii thee fnm seeing the falaesacf 
Chritt^s salvation, aiid resting- oomfortably by iaidi 
upon it, eamesdy entreat the Li^ to remove it If it 
be sin, beg of d^ to niake thee- move willing. to part 
ndth. it. If it be guilt, pray him to ovdain peace in 
thy conseienee through the blood oif sprinkling. If it 
be much, corruption, it cannot be subdued, until it be 
first pardoned. If thou hast got under the sroirit rf 
bondage; look up to the Lord Christ for that liberty, 
ivherewith he makes his mopk free. Whatever it l>e, 
as. sooi% as it is diseovepea to thee make use of pray^, 
beli0ving God's word of faithfulness ; that what thou 
adieth thou shalt haire, and diat he will so ^stdblish thee 
that thou shalt go on f^m faith to faith. 'May it be 
thy happy eaise. Amen, 

. Beader^. if ihou art an awakened men, convinced ei 
mxkhy the word an4 Spirit of God, all tlnae > enewiiee 
wfll try to keep thiee from the ckar knowledge of thy 
unioii with Christ. The reason is plain ; because ^n 
thou wilt not be aUb to depend upon Christ^s promised 
strength, and to make use o£ it by fakh, wmch is aU 
mighty to defeat them all. IfiearKen not tfaereforetd 
^y su^gestioD) ner be a£raid c^'Wijiy opposition, which 
would hinder thee fvoin seeking ^iie fully convinced 
of thine interest in Clirist, aiid bf thy^iog a bmnck«i 
the true vkie; ^Unn wUl use all W'^1«b and fery 
darts ; and all ^artiai professora will be on hi% side, and 
they will have close allien in thinr own biieas^, in thine 
unbelief, in thy legal spirit, andin fj^y- lusts andcorrup^. 
tioas. Consider why d^ these demies fight so h«fd 
Mftinlst thy being saf(»^settl^^ and ^MtiiafoTtabi^gfoinidi 
ed' ^pj»n Christ by fivn^ iaith?t is it ifot. because' diou 
^V then lie an overmatdi- fo^ thetn^ tlffoiigh tlw 
Btaren^ of Jesus {) And doeei ndt tins pwnly shew th^e 
the' absolute tieceseftt y «>f knoWingi^ that Chnst anlS tbw 
are bne ? Till this^ be known^- thou<wiIt be ^ndd t4 
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Apply to Mm and to make use of his strength^ and tii^ 
tliDii dost use it, all diihe enanies will triumph over thee; 
O ' beg of Grod then to increase thy f^th, that thou 
mayest be fully ccaivinoed of thy unbn with Christ, and 
majrest Mve in him safe, and on him happy. Hear and 
read his word, and pray £or the effectual working of the 
Ijoai the Spirit in it, and by it, that faith may come and 
grow by heari^, until it be finally settled without 
doabt or wavering, that Christ is thine, and thou art hia^ 

After the believer is thus grounded and established 
in the knowledge of his union with Christ, it behoves 
}?m. then to enquire, what God has given him a right to 
in consequence of this union, and the scripture will in- 
form him, that in the covenant of Grace it has pleased 
the Father that all fulness should dwell in his Son, as 
the head for the use of his members. He has it to sup*, 
ply all their need. They cannot possibly want any thing, 
but it is treasured up for them in his infinite fulness;. 
there they may have it, grace for grace, every moment, 
as their occasions require, and they have it in no other 
way, and by no other hand, than faith, trusting the 
word of prcmiise, and relying upon Chrisf s ftdthfulness 
and power to fdKl it ; as it is written, ^^ the just shall 
live by km faith,"^ Hob* ii* 3. having received justifica- 
tion to live by faith in the righteousness of Christ, he 
depends on Christ to keep him alive, and makes use of 
Chrisfs fulness for all the wants of that spiritual life, 
which he has given. He trusts him for them all, and 
lives upon him by faith for the continual receiving of 
them all, and according to his faith so is it done unto him. 

Let this be well weighed and considered,' that thp^ 
justified person lives and performs every act of spiritual, 
life by.fait^. This is a very important lesson, and 
therefore it is tat^ht in scripture as plainly as words caa 
speak*. Ey^'y thJDg is promised to, and is received by 
ftith.* Thus it is said. Ye are all the children of God 
by faith in, Christ Jesus, and if children then heirs ac« 
cordi%. to th^ promise, heirs of God and joint heinsi 
with Christy who of God is made unto us wiisidoiay 






'righteousness^ and holiness, tnade fer^heiv tise wisdom 
to teach them, righteovrsness to justify tbem^ and holW 
ness to sanctify them, yea, he has all things in hi^ 
iVilness tor their use,"as the free grant speaks^ 1 €ar.uL 
£1, 4*^. ^^All things are yours, whether Paul or 
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or 
things present, or things to come, all are joarsi and 
ye are Christ^s, and* Christ is Gixl^S;" Consider, be« 
liever, what a large estate this is : thy title to it is good^ 
and thou enterest into possession by £uth. See then 
that thou make use of tnine inheritance, and live upoit 
it. Do not say, when thou wantest any thing, I knew 
not where to get it : for whatever the God-man has of 
wisdom, righteousness^ holiness power and glory, he 
has it, as die head' of the body fdr thee as one of his 
members, for thy use and benefit, and' he has promised 
it to thee in his irdrd. Make free with him dien. Go 
to him with confidence. Thou canst not do him greater 
honour than to receive from him what he has to give* 
That is glorifying him. • It is putting the crown* up^i 
his head, and confessiilg him to be a perfect alLsufBcieDt 
Christ when it pleaseth thee, as it did his Father, that 
in him should all fulness dwell, and when thou art con- 
tent to live out of thyself upon his fulness for the supply 
of all thy needs, in time and in eternity. To live xhwn 
upon him is his glory, and. it is thy privilege, thy 
interest, and thy happiness. In every state, i^pirituiil 
and temporal, and m every circumstance, thou, canst 
possibly be in, thou art commanded to look up to 
Christ, that thou majrest receive out of his fulness, and 
to depend upon him to save thee front ;every evU^ 
and to bestow upon thee evtsry gaod.^* In^tfayj^i&lsiiea- 
venwards, and m every, thing thoii ^meetest uritkt- b^ 
the way, put thy. trust in'-Chnst, aod-fexpeat-fixmJMna 
the fulfilling of eil his promises, t ll^Jiae all ' power ioi 
heaven and earth for tfaallb veiy purpoHa. S^till ^diy upoa- 
him, and cast thy burdens 4m hini, whentbou^artj^i^ 
ted, when old corruptians ariaei when the world aA:tbe 
^ devil ussault thee, when voHiar a s^ise of w^ak^^ and 
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4«lh€W in duty) wken in darkness and d<98^ott, in pef^ 
•cctttion and irouUe, in pain and poverty, in sicktiesa 
moA deathb Tkis is the fife of faith. Thou wilt live 
like a dimtian indeed, if, bang in any of these cases, 
tkou fcelievest that Christ is able, because he is almighty, 
andiWUlinff, because he has promised, to supply thy 
wants, and then canst trust in him for that supply* 
Depend ttpcm it thou shalt have it, and it shall be done 
unto tine aooor^ng to his word. 

After the believer is become one with Christ, and 
through him has a right to all the riches of grace, and 
nay by faith make use of them as his own, why is he 
so long in learning this lesson perfectly ? Being adopted 
into the heavenly femiljr, and an henr of the heavenly 
mheritance, why does not he immediatdy live up to his 
privik^e;, and to his estate ? His title is good. The 
inheritance is sure. AQ things arej^scome his : for all 
fiafaiesa is in Christ, and by virtue of his tini<Hi with 
Cfaia^ts, thisfuhiess is his, and he may by £Euth be always 
nerving out of it every grace and blessing, which Chnst 
Ite pmmiacd: why then does not he at once attain to 
Ais happy life of faith? Sad experience proves that 
young beUevers do not They meet 'with so many 
difficultieB^ Aat they grow up slowly into Christ 
in all things. . They do not attain to a solid esta* 
bhshment in the faith in a day. Enemies without 
and within stop their progress, insomuch that they 
often continue little children for a long time. They 
have the same right to Christ, the same privil^es, 
and the same promised grace, which younff men and 
fathers in Christ have, but they have not learned by 
experience how to improve their interest in him, and to 
make the most of it. The difficulties and temptations 
which weaken their hold of Christ, and stop their 
growth in him a^e many ^ some of the chief are these : 
.' 1. TiMy continue littk children and weak in faith, 
because they do not preseirtly attain a'sobd acquaint- 
ance%ith toe person of Christ, and are not thoroughly 
satisfied, how able he was and sufficient lor every thing' 
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he undertook, and how perfectly he has fiiuhed efeef 
part of bis woris:. 

2^ This keeps them igBorant of many things « 
Mrhich the ^onr of his salvation coasista; hence they 
have not clear believing views of its fnfaiesB, and of its 
freeness. . ' 

3. By which means they labour under many dowbtft 
about the manner of their receiving this sahmtion. A 
legal sinrit workii^ with their unbehrfputs them upon 
reasomng continually against being saved fseefy by 
grace through 'fiuth ; and, 

4. These le^ unbelieving reasonings gain gveal 
power from their unsktUiiliiefls in their warfare between 
nature and ^raoe, the old man (and the new, the tteA 
and the qpifit ; and, 

5. All these difficulties ai« n»ghtiiy 8d*engtliened[ 
from their hearkening to sense, and trusting to its re* 
ports more tiban to the word of Ood. While believers 
are undor these diffieidties^ thdir fidtii nMets with many 
43h8oksin its growth, and until they be enabled Co ovei^ 
xsome them, mey continve iJb be little children in Christ 
Their weak fidtfa receives but little ftcm Clffist, and it 
oontinues wedc, because th^y have but little dependence 
upon the effectual workmg df Christ^ mghty powar, 
•The exceeding greauiess of his power is able to 
strengthen Aem, and be has jMrennsed it, but thefr daite 
not trait hkm. Consider tberaore, reader, if thdu -ait 
one of theae babes, wby Aou diost notf^row vff ftaM 
•into 'Christ. 

Thefirst thing that stops thee is the imoraifCe wl^dl 
is m iky mind about h» petison, and the fttejudfee 
moMt him, which is in 'diycamnl heart. ISieseaie^ 
afi men bf nattire ; and these Satan wiH wtdrk upM^ 
or«ter to hinder the hufirMi&'df thy fttth. tie ^viU vm 
all Iris cunning, tfmihii^pciNir^ to Wp thee ftimt'^M^ 
ing m thitt knowledge <if C%Yti^ whMfli is ^md 1%. 
H^ will injeot into thy heaM ^lampheiittms Chou^fe 
o^ttittt his Godhead, lind wb^ diou art t^a^g in 
^0i»i{»littis^ «htl«A^«tN^ Ilrtei0g€rod«itit)lift6t hi the 
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flesh, he will try to }:>usszle and perplex thy ima^oiatiott 
with a How can these things be ? He will represent the 
iin]0n of the two natures in Christ ils a thing not ta be 
understood, and as if they, who believed ijt with the. 
ipearest evidence of God'^s word and Spirit, had only 
some fancy about it. He has an old grudge against 
ClMst, and will not scruple to tell any lies of iiim. He 
jiras a liar from the beginning ana abode not in the 
truth. Regard him not. Mind what the word of 
truth says, and pray thou ; mayest understand it : for 
the more .thou knowest of the Lord Christ, that blessed 
God-man, the more wilt thou be settled, and establii^ed 
in him. It i$ wiitten of him^ ficst, that he is God, true 
and very God, in the holy blessed and glorious Trinity, 
a person co-equal and co-eternal with the Father, and 
the Holy ^irilb, -laa, ix. 6. Unto us a child is bom, 
who is tne nughty God ; secondly, that he is Jehovah; 
Hfhich signifies the self-«xistent essence, Isa. xliii. 11: 
I, even I am Jehovah, and besode me there. is no 
Saviour ; from whence it is evident, that the Savior is 
Jehovah, and that he eidsts in a manner indqMeadaat 
of, and diatindb fratn, * all other bei^s and thii^s. . S€. 
Jiide makes the 'opposition to this fundamentel tru^ 
the condfonmng sin of cartain heretics, who denied i 

Jesus Clunst to b^ the only Lord God, and our; Lord. . 

In the covenant of grace this divioe Person undertook I 

to.be sdade ^an. He who was true ^d very God was 
made true and very man ; he had a reasonable soul end 
human flesh, and was in all points like other men,; sin 
excepted. And :as the reasonable soul asid flesh is 
one idaiv ^^ God*, and man is one. Christ. tThis is the 
^l<HrkHis Berson, who undertook Jn the oovenant of ^ 

gra(De to be man-s surety^ .. St Paul calls him the 
sprety <rf the Hew Testament ; and .whut could diere 
be wanting in him fofr ^is high office? He. is every way 
qualified to be^ the purely fgr man,: who ia himselfi true 
and very man, who k.-^l^Qod aa.weU as nlan^ and 
therefpre ^as all the peifS^don^ cf Jehovah tp.rfilder 
.what he did ai^id mffekie^^ l99g>"«W!^y;i|^]tti^y ftn4 
everlastingly meritorious. 
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This is the blessed objec&. 
united in ooe Christ Ccmsidl 
scripture says of his wonderfit 
thy faith in him may be establ 
existent God, who spake and \ 
who commanded and they stancl 
was made flesh. He eame tD\ 
people, to obey and suffer in the^ 
not his almiffhty power effect ? \ 
for the Lord God ? What obed^ ,^ .us father's 

law demand, which he is not inluitely able to pay ? 
What suffarings can satisfy his Father's justice, which 
he is not absolutely qualified to endure ? for he has 
ev»ry peifection and attribute equ^ with the Father. 
On this truth thou must rest; and is it no% a..^re 
foundation? In the certainty of it thou must seek 
to be more grounded every day: because ais^. (hou 
ffvowest in the knowledge of his divine person, tnoXi wilt 
become more satisfied of his infinite sumciency to save ; 
and fuUy convinced of this, thou wilt be ejiabled from 
scripture to answer and silence thine own unbelievu]^ 
thoughts, and reject the blasphemous suggestions of 
satan against the Lord Christ. • Obsepre then that he is 
God, and that hie is Jehovah. Read and meditate on 
what the acripture says of his Grodhead, and pray that 
thou mayest oe taught of God to understand it : for no 
man ean say' that. Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy 
Ghost. It is his office to glorify Jesus, oy enabUns 
thee to bdieve him to be Lord and God, . and to ciul 
him thy Ldrd and thy God, and to prove he is so, by 
thy humble dependence upon him for every blessing 
both in time and in eternity. ^ 

Itistnuchto be, lamented, that beUevers in gdkral 
take so little pains to get a clear knowledge of the 
doctrine of .the ever-blessed Trinity : for want of which 
Aeir faith is unsettled, and they are liable to many 
enora both in judgment and practice. I would there^ 
fore most earnestly , recommend it to all that are weak in 
fakhp to be diligent in h^ng and reading what in scrip- 
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flesh, he wjiRed oonoerliiiig the Trinity in unity) Iook« 
Mrith a^Kwayg for the inward teaching of ^te Holy 
~ ' Mr^nd I would direct diem to a form of sound 
Is in the common prayer-book for Trmify Sunday^ 
lich contains the shortest and best 4iocoum of the sub* 
ject that I ever saw. *< It is very meet, right, and our 
*^ bounden duty, that we should at all limes, and inull 
*^ places, give thaiiks unto thee, O Lord, almighfy, 
<< everlasting Grod. Who art one God, one Lord, nqt 
*^ one onfy person, but three persons in one substance : 
*< for tiiat which we believe of the glory of the Father, 
<< the same we believe of the Son, and of the Hbly 
^< Ghost, without any difference or inequality.'* These 
are precious woxds. Meditate, reader, upon them^ and 
intreat the Hol;^ Spnit to enlighteii thine understand^ 
ing with the saving knowledge of thetnj that being esta* 
blished in the doctrine tof the ^ver-Uesised Trinity, and 
of the Godhead of the Lord Christ, thou mayest fae 
enaHed to ov^^'c^me the ^iiculties whieh mMm. 

Secondly, From thy n^t being well aoqimirted with 
the nature of Chrisfs salvation. Concerning which 
jroung believers are apt to have many doubts. Carnal 
reason is strong in them. The spirit of bcAidMeresiMs 
with many and mighty argumMts, atid4illbehef muMers 
up all its forces, and th^re is a long and dbslinate li|^ 
against being saved freely tfnd fully hj the gmce of 
Christ Jesus. But ^e argidnents. Which QtA haa 
provided in bid word, when allied by his Spirit, w3l 
prevail and overcome. M^ltlBfe vqpon them fi^ the 
establishing of thy weak faith. Cotonder, tfrit, the eo* 
Tenant Salvation is not a tAih^ of diatico, or Ml ' (a 
man^s will or power, but it was contrived 'by dife UesMl 
Trinity in the covenant tf grace, and*^»y thing lie- 
longing to it was perfe^Iy sml^. Itis ssid to bed 
Sam. X3dii. 8. an everidsting ooveuAiit ordoxed in all 
things and sure. {) thou of little faith, why thdnsbit 
thou doubt! "Whatdottbt! of Gfdd's lote? Heieisa 
covenant springing froin his m^re'lo'^, ^nd fWmiever^ 
lusting. JDoiibt of its being wdl '^xmtrived ! iufioitt 
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wisdom orders it in all things. Doubt of its being 
well executed ? It is in all things sure ; sure as God^s 
almighty power and faithfulness can make it. What 
motives are here for the strengthening of thy faith ? 
May the Lord render them effectual. 

Reflect) Secondly, upon the undertakings of the 
Lord Christ, the Surety of this covenant. There was 
nothing left out of this covenant ; it was ordered in all 
things belonging to salvation, and Christ undertook to 
perforift all things on the part of his Father, that his 
law might be magnified, and his justice made honout* 
able and glorious ; and on the part of the sinner, that 
he might be saved from all evil, and entitled to all good« 
And being God and man united in one Christ, he was 
a proper surety to reconcile God to man, and to recon- 
cile man to God. May these things theii sink deep 
into thy heart, that thy surety has undertaken the 
whole of thy salvation, to do all for thee, and all in thee, 
and all by thee. What canst thou desire more for the 
settling of thy faith ? ^* » 

3. Perhaps thou wilt say, his undertakings were 
great, but has he fulfilled them ; Yes, and so perfectly 
that he is able to save to the uttermost He was calL 
ed Jesus because he was to save his people from their 
sins ; as their surety he was to fulfil the law for them 
by his obedience, and to suffer the pains and penalties 
<rf it by his death and passion. Accordingly in the fuL 
ness of time he was manifest in the flesh, and came to 
do the will of his Father: of his obedience to that moII, 
he thus speaks. ** I have finished the work, which thou 
*' gavest me to do.*" Of his suffering that will he said 
with his last breath, " It is finished." Observe, what* 
ever he undertook to do in his life and deiath was finish- 
ed, and it was demonstrated that as man'^s 'surety he 
had done and swfiered every thing ordered in the cove- 
nant, by his resurrection from the dead : for then did 
the Father declare him to be the Son of God with 
power. Will not all this satisfy thee, O thou of little 
iaith ? Here is one more cause of thy doubtbg remor* 
Vol* I, B ; "^ 



«6 LIFE OF FAITH. 

ed ; thou canst not deny but Christ has finished every 
thi^g he undertook, and in consequence thereof he has 
all power in heaven and earth to bestow a full and 
finished salvation. What canst thou now object ? 

4. Does a thought arise in thy heart ? It is finished, 
but is it so freely given that such an unworthy crea- 
ture, as I am, may partake of it P Yes ; it comes to 
thee in the way of a free gift. Great, inestimable, and 
eternal, as it is, yet it is all thine in receiving. Not he 
who worketh but he who believeth is justified from all 
things. It is by faith that believers are justified and 
sanctified, are strengthened and comforted in their 
walk, by faith they fight against all their enemies, 
and by faith they conquer, and lay hold of eternal life. 
And therefore it is all of faith, that it might be by 
grace. Salvation is wrought out and finished by thy 
surety, given to thee freely, continued with all its bless* 
ings m tune and through eternity ; as a free gift, to the 
praise of the glory of free grace. Why therefore art 
thou discouraged P Hast thou noUiing to buy with P 
Then obey the Lord's command. Come and buy free 
salvation without money, and without price. How 
should this moti^^e still aad to the establishment of thy 
faith ? For there thou seest whatever thou wantest is 
thine by believing. Thou mayest have it freely by 
grace. It is treasured jup for thee in the fulness of thy 
dear Saviour, ^nd thou canst not honour him more, 
than to make free use of it. What dost thou say to 
this P Hast thou any thing to object P Canst thou find 
any fault with the covenant of grace, or with the un- 
dertakings of the God-man in itP No, certainly, the 
covenant was well ordered in all things and sure, and 
what the Surety of the covenajit undertook he has per- 
fectly fulfilled. Salvation is finished on bis part. He 
has glGirij(I^ the law by his infinitely perfect obedience, 
he has made divine justice honourable by his sufierings 
and death^ he has brought in everlasting righteousness 
jjbr dispeople, and will bring them to everlasting glory; 
for be has already taken possession of it for them as the 
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head of the body the church, and he has all power in 
heaven and earth to save them day by day, until he 
make them partakers of his eternal salvation. What 
can thy heart wish for more than sudh a Saviour, and 
such a salvation ? O ! be not faithless then, but believ- 
ing, and if thou bust any doubts left, endeavour to 
have them cleared up by reading and prayer, until thy 
faith be perfectly settled on the divinity of God thy 
Saviour, and the infinite sufficiency of his salvation. 
These two points lay at the very foundation of the 
christian religion. They must be supposed in all its 
principles, atid built upon in all its practice ; therefore 
being of universal influence ; if they be thoroughly es- 
tablished thy faith will be stedfast, and thy life well 
V]rdered and comfortable. Examine then, and prove 
thyself here before thou readest any farther. Dost 
thou believe Christ to be true and very God, in every 
perfection and attribute equal with the Father? and 
is his a full and a free salvation ? All the following 
directions depend upon, and can only profit thee, so far 
as thou believest these two points. Look well then to 
thy establishment in them. If it be strong, the life of 
faith will be steady and prosperous ; but if it be weak, 
thou wilt be liable to be tost about continually with 
errors, and overcome with temptations, esqpecially with 
those, to whidh a legal spint will expose thee, as I pur- 
posed to shew under the 

Third general head, in which is to be cqnsidered, 
how the little children in Christ for want of being esta- 
blished in the belief of his Godhead, and of his full and 
free salvation, labour under many doubts, a legal spirit 
working with their unbelief puts them upon reasoning 
continually against being saved freely by grace through 
faith. 

He is of a legal spirit, who is under the law, and ap- 
prehends himself bound to keep it, as the condition of 
life requiring of him, Do this and thou shalt live. ^In 
his understanding he sees this, and no other way to life, , 
in his will he is continually inclined to it, and in his 
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heart he loves it; because he fancies it in 'his own 
power to attain life in this way, and he can merit it by 
his own works, which mightily graitifies his self-love, 
and indulges his pride. The legal spirit reigns over all 
men in their natural state, but does not discover its 
tyranny, until it be opposed ; and then so soon as the 
soul is quickened from a death in trespasses and sins, it 
begins to fight, trying to keep the poor sinner in bond- 
age by its legal workings and strivings, and putting him 
upon seeking for some good disposition or qualification 
in hiYnself, on account of which God should love him. 
Thus the awakened soul under the spirit of bondage,' 
always seeks deliverance by the works of that law, which 
can do nothing more than bring him to the knowledge 
of sin, discover to him the exceeding sinfulness of it, 
and tlie exceeding great punishment which it deserves ; 
by which means it is always nourishing the doubts and 
fears of unbelief. And after the Lord has in a mea- 
sure removed them by a cle^r discovery of the salvation 
that is in Jesus, and by the gift of faith, yet still this 
legal spirit will be trying to bring the soul into bond- 
age again to fear, and it too often prevails. Young 
believers find it the worst enemy they have to deal with. 
It is a sly, subtle foe, that seems to intend them a kind- 
ness, while it is always on the side of their greatest 
enemy. It would appear to them to be actuated by a 
zeal for Gody but it is to eclipse the glory of the Lord 
Christ, to take away the all-sufficiency of his salvation, 
and to rob them of their great joy and peace in be- 
lieving. t 

If any one should ask, how this legal spirit comes to 
have such power ovefi: mankind ? The scripture informs 
us, 

First, that all men being God's creatures, are under 
the law to him, bound to keep it, or bound if they 
t^ans^ess to sufier the threatened pains and penalties. 
In this state man was created, and in it all men are by 
nature^ and therefore Uiere is in us all a continual lean- 
y»g t& the law^ and a desire to attain- righteousness hy* 
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the works of it. We are wedded to this way of gain* 
hig God's favour. Tlie apostle says, there is a marri- 
age union between us and the law, and it, like an hus- 
band, has dominion over us as long as it liveth ; so that 
we cannot be married to Christ until that be dead 
wherein we are held. You may see this in the Jews. 
How does Moses labour to bring them off from au 
opinion of their own righteousness ? And a greater than 
Moses has done the same in his discourses against the 
scribes and Pharisees ; yea, the apostles of our Lord 
were forced to write and preach against this leaning to 
the law, it gave such disturbance to the true disciples 
©f Christ. And notwithstanding the scripture argu- 
ments against it, yet we have great numbers among us, 
who seek for a justifying righteousness by the works of 
the law. And they are put upon seeking this. 

Secondly, from their ignorance of the law*. They 
are not acquainted with its nature; for it demands 
what they cannot pay. It insists upon an obedience, 
spiritual, perfect, and miinterrupted : for the least 
offence, if but in thought, it comes with its fearful sen- 
tence. Cursed is every one who conttnueth not in aU 
things^ tJiot are zvritten in the book of the law io do 
them. On him who does not continue in all things, and 
not one man ever did, (his sentence takes place, and if 
he was to live a thousand years he could not do any 
thing to repeal it. The law will always be to him the 
ministration of condemnation, and the ministration of 
death, and this is all it can do for him. It provides no 
remedy, and gives him no hope, but leaves him coxb- 
demned to the first and to the second death ; and yet 
such is the blindness of the sinner, that he will be still 
leaning to the law, and afraid to trust wholly to the 
righteousness of Christ ; and this arises, 

^ Thirdly, From his ignoranqe of Christ's righteous- 
ness, which is infinitely perfect, and wants no works of 
the law to be joined with it in the justifying of a sin- 
ner i because it is^^e righteousness of God wrought 
out by the God-man for bis peopk, and it is the righti^ 
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ousness of faith, they receive it by faith without worksr ; 
so that it is directly opposite to the righteousness of a 
legal spirit. Hence we have many among us great pro^ 
fessors too, who are ignorant of God's righteousness ; 
they have not been entirely brought off from a legal 
bottom, and therefore they talk of being justified with- 
out a justifying righteousness, which if God was to do, 
he would be unrighteous, and which as he has declared 
be will not do, their fancied justification leaves them 
still in their sins. They dare not put their whole trust 
and confidence in the righteousness of Christ imputed 
unto sinners, and made theirs by faith. They have 
many fears about imputed righteousness, although the 
apostle has not scrupled to mention it eleven times in 
one chapter, Roin» iv. and these fears make them read 
the scripture with such prejudice, that they say they- 
cannot find the expression, J%«^A in the righteousness of 
Christ, in all the Bible. They may find the sense cf 
the expression in Moses, and in all the prophets, and 
the very words in 2 Pet, i. 1. Simon Peter a servant 
and an apostle of Jesus Christ to them who have ob- 
tained like precious faith with us, in the Greek is jeis, 
in the righteousness of God, and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Here is faith in the righteousness of Christ, 
with several glorious titles to recommend it, namely, it 
is the righteousness of God, of God our Saviour, of 
Jesus Christ. From whence can men^s opposition to 
this way of justification arise, but from their not being 
convinced by the Spirit of God of the necessity of 
Christ's righteousness .•* It is his peculiar office to con- 
vince of this truth. No teaching but his can do it. 
O that he may do it in the heai'ts of those, who out of 
a zeal for God, though not according to knowledge, 
eclipse the glory of the Lord, and rob afilicted con- 
sciences of their comfort by opposing imputed righte- 
ousness ! It is a righteousness of sa high and heavenly 
ft nature, wrought out by another, and so wonderful a 
Person, is bestowed as a free gift upon the chief of sin- 
iier$i whereby alone they obtain remission of their skiA^ 
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and are made partakers of the kingdom of heaven, and 
they receive it by faith only without works, which a 
legal spirit always wants to mix with it, that no one 
could ever believe in it unless it were ^ven him from 
above. May it be given to those professors who can-* 
not yet submit to the righteousness of Christ to see 
their want of it, and with the heart to believe in it un« 
to salvation. 

Reader, hast thou not found what an enemy this le- 
gal spirit is to thy peace and joy, and how it is always 
inclining thee to some self-righteousness, through thy ig- 
norance of the righteousness of the law, and of the righ- 
teousness of faith ? And wouldst thou gladly be delivered 
from it ? Enow then that nothing can subdue it, but the 
bringing into thy conscience a better hope from a better 
righteousness than that of the law, and when thou art en- 
abled to plead it there against all the charges of sin and 
Satan, then thou wilt stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made thee free. His is a better righteousness^ 
it is infinitely perfect and everlasting, even the righteous- 
ness of God ; by faith in this righteousness thou shalt be 
saved from the law, and shalt receive remission of sins, 
through it the Father doth accept thee and give thee the 
Spirit of his Son to lead and comfort and sanctify thee, 
he doth love thee and bless thee, as his dear child, making 
all things work together under him for thy good, and 
keeping thee by his mighty power through faith unto sal- 
vation ; so that in and on account of this righteousness 
thou shalt be saved from all the evils of sin, and receive 
all spiritual blessings in earth and heaven. And this thou 
shalt have freely, without any merit, or work of the law : 
for the righteousness comes whoUy by grace, and is for 
thee a sinner as such, and is to justify thee from the con« 
demnation of the law, to turn its curses into blessings, and 
its threatened punishments into happiness. And this it 
can do for thee perfectly and everlastingly, so that being 
found in this righteousness, there is no grace promised in 
time, or glory in eternity, but it shall be thine. The 
Lord God promises them to thee in the fullest and 
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fi*eest manper, to thee, without any exception oi; liniita* 
tion, being a lunner and ungodly » though one of the vilest 
and basest, yet to thee, as such, is the word of this sal- 
vation sent And it will be all thin^e in the comfortable 
enjoyment of it, through believing. Thou art to bring 
xu)thing to recommend thee, but that thou art a sensible 
sinner, and thy right and title to a finished salvation is 
clear from the warrant of God's word, when thou be- 
lievest with thy heart in the righteousness of Christ. 
The divine command is, believe (m tike Lord Jesus 
Christ : the promise is, whosoever believeth in him shall 
not perish, shall receive remission of sins, shall be jus- 
tified from all things, shall have everlasting life. Why 
then dost thou leap to works, since salvation is by faith ? 
Why dost thou disquiet thyself about attaining the 
jrighteousness of the Jaw, and. thereby suffer the law to 
disturb the peace of thy conscience, since thou hast a 
far better righteousness, which ought to reign there, 
45ven the righteousness which is of God by faith ? For 
thou art a believer, and although a weak one, yet thou 
hast as good a title to Christ and his righteousness as 
the strongest believer in the world : because thy right 
comes from the free grant of the word of grace, and is 
apprehended by faith, by which all things are become 
thine. Thou art an heir of them all by faith in Christ 
Jesus. O, thou of little faith, why then dost thou 
doubt ? Remember, how highly thou dishonourest the 
infinite love and free salvation of Jesus, and how much 
thou robbest thy own soul of its peace and of its growth 
in grace by thy weak and lit.tle faith. Think upon 
these things, and intreat the Author and Finisher of 
the faith to strengthen it in thy soul. 

But perhaps thou wilt say, How shall I so live upon 
Christ with my weak faith that it may grow stronger, and 
I may get the better of my legal spirit ? Here is the re- 
medy ; may it be to thee effectual I The scripture directs 
thee to look at Christ God-man as thy surety,- who for 
thee has wrought out a finished salvation, and whatever 
he has promised in his word relating to this salvation, thou 
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art to trust him for the making of it gbod, and to depend 
tipon his faithfulness and power to make it good to thee. 
Whatever therefore heliasdone and suffered to save thee 
from the curse of the law, and from the spirit of bondage^ 
and to make thee free with the liberty of the children 
of God, thou art to live upon him for these blessings, 
and by faith to be always receiving them from him in the 
fullest and largest measure, that he promises them to 
thee. Look not into thyself then for any qualification, 
but look unto Jesus ; that thou mayest experience more 
of that liberty wherewith he hath made thee free, and 
mayest be no longer a babe unskilful in the word of 
righteousness. Hear what he says, If the Son shall 
make you free ye shall be free indeed, free from the 
law of sin and death, free from condemnation at the bar 
of God, and being freed from the bondage of corrup 
tion, ye shall be brought into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ This is the freedom which God promises thee : 
it is very extensive, has many noble privileges, and vast 
blessings. By faith all is thme. See how perfectly be- 
lievers have received all, and may thy faith be like 
theirs. Rom. viii. 15, &c. " Ye have not received the 
** sjHnt of bondage again to fear, but ye have received 
" the spirit of adoption, whereby we pray, Abba, Fa* 
*^ ther. The Spirit itself bearetn witness to our spirits, 
<' that we are the children of God, and if children then 
" heirs, heirs of God and ioint heirs with Christ." Ob* 
serve what is here said of the believing Romans, and 
by faith thou shalt experience the same,, as perfectly as 
they did. / 

1. They were freed from the spirit of bondage, under 
which they once bad laboured : 

2. They were so freed as to be und^ it no more ; 
they were not to fear again, as heretofore : for, 

3. They had received the Spirit of adoption, and he 
gave them the evidence of their sonship. Upon which, 

4. Xhey believed God was their reconciled Father, 
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«nd they had boldness and access to him with confidence. 
And therefore, 

5. They Hved in light and walked in love, like his 
diildren and heirs, who w^e to abide in bis house for 
ever. 

See also what great freedom the Galatians had, chap, 
iv. 4, &C. ^ God sent forth bis Son, made of a wo* 
^ man, made under the law, to redeem them tbat were 
** under the law, tbat we might receive the adoption of 
^^ sons. And because ye are sons Grod hatb sent forth 
^ the Spirit of his Son mto your hearts, crying Abba, 
^^ Father : wherefore thou art no more a servant, but 
'< a SOD, and if a son, then an heir of God through 
'^ Christ.^ O what treasures of grace and consolation 
are there in this scripture, tending to subdue thy legal 
spirit. Consider some of them. 

1. All men having broken the law, and being under 
the curse of it, Christ was made under the law, that the 
law might reach him as the surety of his people, ac 
cordingly, 

3. Bv his obedience to the precepts, and by his suf- 
fering tlie penalties of the law, he redeemed his people^ 
who were under the law ; so that, 

S. They are no longer in bondage to it, but being 
made free, and having received the adoption of sons, 

4. They have the spirit of liberty, sent into their 
hearts to witness to them, that Christ fulfilled the law 
for them; and, 

5. That the Father loves them, as his dear children, 
and they love him and serve him without fear, crying 
to him, Abba, Father ; 

6. Wherefore they are no lon^ servants in bondage 
to any one, but are made free mdeed, being now the 
sons of God through faith in Chrisfs Jesus. And, 

7. If sons, then heirs of God, and free to inherit 
whatever he has promised to give his children in earth 
iind heaven. 

These and many more arguments are contained itk 
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this one scripture, tending to subdue thy legal spirit, 
and to bring thee to live more comfortably by faith 
upon Christ, who, as thy surety has fully kept the law 
for thee in his life and death. Thou art to consider 
thyself now, not under the law, but under grace, and 
therefore absolutely free from the condemning power of 
the law. This thou must maintain against all the car* 
nal reasonings of thy legal spirit, Christ is my lawJiiU 
Jiller, And thou wilt glorify him for redeeming thee 
from under the law, and wilt live in sweet peace in thine 
own conscience, while thou keepest fast hold of this 
most blessed and eternally precious truth. May all 
thy reading and prayer, and the use of all means help 
thee to grow in the knowledge and experience of if. 

There is a very strong bias and leaning in weak be-r 
lievers to a legal spirit, which ought to make them read 
such promfses as I have been mentioning over and over 
again, that God may thereby encourage them to main* 
tain the liberty which he hath given them in Christ 
Jesus, and to stand fast in it against the fresh attacks 
of the devil and unbelief. They should be always jea- 
lous over themselves, and watchful against their ene. 
mies : because, after they have in a truly gospel and 
evangelical way through grace got their legal spirit 
subdued, yet if it be not in the same way kept subdued, 
it will break out with more power than ever, and will 
be likely to bring them into bondag aj^ain to fear. And- 
this may, and I have known it often happen; after 
they had obtained some great victories over it and find- 
ing it not stir for some time, they flattered themselves 
they should have but little troqble with it any more. 
Thus they were drawn off their guard, which gave room 
to their legal -spirit to exert itself again with vigour. 
This surprised the weak belieyers, put them upon rea* 
^ning and doubting, whether all had been right with 
them before ; and so at the very time when they should 
have taken the shield of faith, and should have beea 
making use of it, they were questioning whetlfer they 
had any, which left them unarmed in the midst of their 
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enemies, an easy prey to every temptation; but an in- 
visible power kept them safe, although they w ere not 
comfortable in themselves. 

For the encouragement of persons in this case, that 
they may presently recover themselves out of the snare 
of the devil, they should observe, 

1. What the scripture says of a legal spirit,* describ- 
ing it to be one of the members of thqir corrupt nature,, 
one of the affections of the flesh, which will never be 
quite dead, while the breath is in their bodies. It is 
an enemy that will be always fighting against the Holy 
Spirit: for they are directly contrary the one to the 
other, and therefore believers must not dream of any 
such victory as leaves no more fighting, but must ex- 
pect sharp battles with their legal spirit as long as ever 
they live. And, 

Secondly, the same means, by which they formerly 
obtained victory must be made use of again. As of^ea 
as the legal spirit is tempting, Christ's strength must be 
opposed to It, and his strength must be brought into the 
soul by faith in his righteousness, as it is written, Isa. 
xlii. 524. " Surely shall one say, in the Lord have I 
^' righteousness and strength.'' Righteousness comes 
first and is established in the conscience, that it may be 
pleaded and maintained there against all the charges and 
accusations of the law. And as often as these arise fresh, 
still they must be answered and silenced with this plea — 
In the Lord Christ have I righteousness, he is my law- 
fulfiUer, and I depend upon his promised strength to 
make me stand fast in that liberty wherewith he hath 
xnade me free. And the soul must not only thus quiet 
and stay itself by faith upon the righteousness and 
strength of Christ for victory over the present tempta- 
tion, but must also, 

Thirdly, continually do this : because there is in our 
nature a continual opposition to it The experience of 
which is the believer's safety. The abiding sense of his. 
being naturally inclined to lean to legal dependencies, 
^d therefore his waQt of Christ every moment to jusr. 
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tify him by his righteousness, and to keep him by his 
strength, will be the surest way to prevent his falling 
into bondage; for this will keep him very jealous over 
himself, and will shew him the necessity of living out of 
himself for righteousness and strength, and while h^ 
liveth upon Christ for these by faith he shall not be 
overcome by any enemy.. 

The glory of the incarnate God, and his infinite suffix 
ciency to Save, have not a greater enemy than a legal 
spirit, and therefore I have enlarged upon this pointy, 
that believers might be convinced from the word of .God 
they were saved from the condemnation of the law. 
They will never live comfortably till they see the law 
dead and buried^ and then willingly give up themselves. 
to be espoused to Christ, who .will make them free 
indeed.. And when they have learned of him to enjoy 
and walk in their christian liberty, then they will he 
better acquainted with the warfare between nature and 
grace, the old man and the new, the flesh and the spirit^, 
which warfare is the 

Fourth great hinderance^ that stops the growth o£ 
faith in weak. believers. They are unskilful in it, sooa 
tired of it,, and often likely to be defeated. They da- 
not enter into the battle strong in the Lord and in the. 
power of his might, nor are they certain if they fall in^ 
battle, thjey shall be saved with an eternal salvation»«. 
These are great discouragements, and until these be re-r 
moved, they cannot fight the good fight of faith, like 
good soldiers of Christ Jesus.. 

The case i^ thus.. There is in every believer an old: 
man^ and a new man, nature and grace, flesh and spirit,^. 
and these are opposite and contrary the one to the other 
in their principles and actions ; they are always desir<^ 
ing diflerent things,- and pursuing different ends, which* 
occasions a continual war between them.. The fl^sh. 
lusteth always against the spirit, and has many and. 
mighty allies on its side, armies oflusts,, the faculties of* 
sold and body to bring forth sin, hosts of fallen aogelsy, 
ana all ihq world, that lajQth. ia wjickedn.es^^ Sut th^i 



88 * LIFE OF FAint. 

new man renewed in the spirit of his mind has a recon- 
ciled God on his side, and therefore he need not fear 
what| any enemy can do unto him, but may bravely 
face the stoutest of them, even death itself, relying upon 
that sure word of promise, / zsnU never leave thee^ nor 
Jbrsdke thee, Heite is the believer'*s encouragement to 
fight, his Grod will never leave him. Here he obtains vic- 
tory every day, his God never forsakes him ; and after 
he has fought the good fight of faith, his God and Sa« 
viour will make him more than conqueror : he will send 
death to kill sin. And then the believer will never 
more have temptation from it, nor sorrow about it 
But till that happy time come, he must be fighting 
against his corrupt nature and all its allies. No peace 
can be made with them, not even a truce. He must 
expect no kind of favour from them ; because they are 
God^s irreconcileable enemies, and therefore as long as 
he is in the world, he must be fighting against the world, 
as long as he has a body of flesh, he must oppose it witlb 
its affections and lusts, because they war against the 
soul, and as long as he is in the reach of temptation he 
must oppose the tempter, stedfast in the faith, never 
putting off his armour, until the Lord give him a dis^ 
charge. 

The believer's peace within, and victoiy without, are 
closely connected with the clear understanding of this^ 
case, and although I have stated it, from the word of 
God, and agreeably to the sense in which the church of 
God has always interpreted it, yet for its more full con- 
firmation some testimonies must be brought, which 
speak to the very point ; first, to the believer's having- 
in him an old man and a new ; secondly, that these two 
are at war ; and thirdly^i that they fight together till 
death. 

First, The apostle says to the saints at Ephesus^ 
chap. iv. 22, &c. " put off the old man, put on the 
^^new.'' Mind, the same persons had both in them an old 
man, corrupt according to his deceitful' lusts, daily to^ 
be put off^ and » »ew wan to be put od> and reaewedf 
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day by day in the spirit of his mind. The old man is 
described to have a body of sin with all hia members^ 
his affections and his lusts ; these must not be obeyed, 
but mortified. ^ Let not sin reign in your mortal body 
<< that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof, neither 
*' yield ye your members as instruments of unrighte- 
** ousness unto sin,^ Rom. vi. 12, 13. The saints at 
Rome had sin in them, and it wanted to reign as it had 
done heretofore in the lusts here<^, but, 

Secondly, They were not to obey them. There was 
in them a new man who was to fight against those flesh* 
)y lusts Which war against the soul. ^' The flesh luBt- 
*^ eth against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh, 
^* and these are contrary the one to the other, so that 
" ye cannot do the things that ye would.'' Gal. v. 17. 
Here is battle between two, the flesh, the whole nature 
of the old man, and the spirit of the new man, bom 
again of the spirit ; the cause of it is^ the one wills what 
the other bates, each wants to carry his own will into 
execution, and these being contrary the one to the other, 
they fight for mastery ; in the battle, the flesh, the old 
man, is defeated, and!^ the spirit working in- the new man 
conquers, and this lusting and fighting is in one and the 
same person, in him who is said to he not under the law^ 
to be led by the spirit and to live and to walk in the 
spirit. In Rom. viii. 7. the apostle calls the flesb the 
carnal mind, and he- says, *' It is enmity against God r 
for it is-not ** subject to the law of Gbd, neither indeed 
** can be ;" since it is enmity itself there is no reconciling 
it, it will not, nay it cannot obey God, but is ever lusting 
and rebelling against his law; The nature of thebattle 
is described at length in Rom. rii. The chapter con- 
sists of three part^ first, thebeliever^s liberty from the. 
law to ver. 6. secondly he answers some objections made 
against the law fVom- its nature and propertaes, and that 
in his own person, because it had been the means of 
bringing him to the right knowledge of sin, ver. 7. and 
sin being discovered by the law through the corruption 
of nature, raged and rebelled the more ia him, veK & 



40' LIFE OF FAITH. 

and the law had made him sensible of God^s anger aw 
gainst sin, and of his deserving death and hell for it, ver. 
9. to 14. and from thence to the end of the chapter he 
describes the conflict between the old man and the new, 
the one consenting to the law, and the other resisting 
the law. In this conflict there were sharp attacks, in 
the first he found in himself two contrary principles of 
action always resisting each other, the old man fighting 
against the new, from ver. 14, to 18 ; secondly, when 
the will of the new man was good through the op- 
position of the old man, it had not the desired eflect, 
ver. 19, SO ; and thirdly, he felt in himself two contrary 
laws, both requiring obedience, the law of the members 
warring and rebelling against the law of God written 
in the renewed mind : for no sooner did his mind, guid- ' 
ed by the Holy Spirit, set about any thing which God^s 
law commanded, but he found the law of the members 
waking a strong resistance. This he groaned under as 
an heavy burden^and was humbled for it before God, 
expecting pardon from him, and victory every day^ 
and perfect deliverance at last.. 

I cannot enlarge upon this chapter. Turn to it, 
and read it over upon the plan which I have here laid 
down, remembering all along, that St. Paul is describ- 
ing himself. He ten times says it is himself he is speak- 
ing of» from ver. 7. to ver. 14. where he is shewing of 
what use the law had been to him, when he was first 
convinced of sin, and from thence to the end he men- 
tions himself thirty-eight times. / the apostle Paul, / 
myself^ my very self, and not another ; / myself amy 
BOW, at this present, at the very time of writing this ; 
Z myself vfhom the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made free from the law of sin and death ; 
I myself to whom now there is no condemnation, for I 
am m Christ Jesus,, and I walk after the Spirit, am 
still at war with sin that dwelleth in me, with the old 
loan, with the flesh,, with the law of the members, with 
the body, of sin. Although I have a new nature, and 
Qod k QA my side^ yet it k a h^d wd a sharp battle. 
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I find it so. The length of it makes it still mare pain-* 
" ful, and forces me to cry out, O wretched man that 
*' I am, ^ho shall deliver me from the body of this 
** death ?" Paul was not out of God's favour, or accurs* 
ed, but as the word rendered Toretched means, he was 
weary and tired with his continual fighting ; troubled 
with the filthy motions of sin rising and striving and re- 
belling in him, and giving him no. rest ; this was such 
a hard warfare, that he was ever looking out and pray- 
** ing. Who shall deliver me ?'*' He meant wholly, per- 
fectly, deliver me from this corruption. He sighed for 
it, not because he had sure and certain hope of it; not 
because he was ignorant who his deliverer was, but be- 
cause he had steafast faith in him. '^ Thanks be to- 
^' God through Jesus Christ^ This coniforted him, and 
kept him fighting on with courage. He knew that he 
should gain the victory, and through Christ, not through 
his own virtues or works, but through faith in the life 
and death, in the blood and righteousness of Christ, he 
should at last be more than conqueror. 

Since this was the case with the apostle, who can 
expect a discharge from this warfare until death .^ 
What f says one, is it to continue so long ? Yes, The 
scripture is very clear to this point, as I was thirdly to, 
shew. 

The seat of the corruption of the old man or of the^ 
, fiesh is not only in our nature, but is also our very na» 
Hure itself. That which is bom of the fiesh is flesh, al- 
together carnal and corrupt. It is a filthy fountain 
always sending forth impure streams; and therefore 
* while the believer is in the body, he must either be 
fighting against the fiesh, or else be led captive by iC 
We that are, says Pavl^ in this tabernacle of flesh, do 
groan, being burdened with sin and sorrow. And when 
did they expect an end of their groaning, and rest from 
their burdens ? Not till the tabernacle was dissolved 
by death. Ourselves, says he, who have the first fruits 
of the spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redjemption of out 
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body. The body wtll be redeemed from the grave, and 
raised like the glorious body of Jesua Christ ; this is 
promised, and this we waot for, and until death deliver 
us from this mortal corruptible body, we shall be groan- 
ing under the burthen of it. This was St PauTs c&ae. 
He had long sighed to be discharged from his warfare, 
and like an old weary tired soldier,, he wished the hard 
tedious campaign was ended, that he might enter inta 
rest ; but liear with what joy he at last cries out, " I 
** have fought the good fight.** Have fought it P 
What! is tne battle over? Yes, just over. — ^^ I am 
^^ now ready to be offered, and the time of my de-> 
" parture is at hand— I have finished my course :"— My 
battle and my life are finished together, and so must 
thine, reader : Thou art to resist unto blood, striving 
against sin ; for thou art called to fight the good fight of 
faith, until thou lay hold of eternal hfe. Since thou art a 
believer, however weak, and hast a new man in thee, 
as well as an old, they will be fighting against each 
other, till thou finish thy course. And if this discour- 
age thee, consider what God has spoken concerning this 
warfare, and what exceeding great and precious promis* 
es he has made to them who are engaged in it. He 
has promised to pardon those corruptions of the old 
man, to subdue them, and to deliver thee from the very 
being of them. Canst thou desire more. Mark well 
what he says to thee, and be not faithless but believing. 
First, although the believer has an old man corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, always warring against 
the new man, yet the Lord Grod has promised a free 
and a full pardon ; because he has imputed sin, all thy 
$in, to the Son of his love, who bore it in his own body 
uppn the tr^. After the apostle in Rom, vii. had 
described the battle between them, he makes this in- 
ference, " There is therefore now no condemnation to 
*' them who are in Christ Jesus,''— to them who are in 
Christ, united by faith as members to him their head, 
And thereby partakers of his righteousness, there is 
now while they are fighting against their corruptiona 
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HO condemnation ; ^^ For, says be, the law^ of the spirit 
** of life in Christ Jesus hatn made me free from the 
** law of sin and of death," Rom. viii. 2. These words 
demonstrate, that Paid was speaking of himself in the 
7th chapter. Although he had the corruptioit of na« 
ture still in him, and was fighting against it, yet being 
in Christ by faath he was made free from the guilt ana 
punishment due to it, therefore he had, and every be- 
liever shall have, a full pardon. In consequence of 
which. 

Secondly, he shall subdue the corruptions of the old 
man. This is promised and shall be made good. The 
L#ord encourages believers to oppose the reign of sin 
their mortal body, and not to obey it in the lusts thef eof^ 
with this promise — " Sin shall not have dominion over 
" you," Rom, v. 14. Ye are under grace, and grace 
is almighty to'subdue sin : because it is atoned for. In 
like manner he says to the Gal. v. 16. ^^ Walk in the 
<^ spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh.^ 
Ye shall not fulfil them either in word or deed. The 
lusts of the flesh will be in you, but not one of them 
shall reign over you : the spirit of Jesus will teach yojn 
to resist, and enable you to overcome them, yea to 
crucify and mortify tliem day by day. And besides 
this the Lord has promised. 

Thirdly, deliverance fVom the veiy being of thy cor^ 
ruptions. The time is coming, when they shall not 
exist in the believer, nor any more be suffered to tempt 
him. He shall be made holy and blameless, without 
spot or wrinkle of sin or any such thing. In this per- 
fect state the Father now sees him, and accepts him in 
the beloved, and after death admits the soul into his 
presence cleansed with the blood, clothed with the 
righteousness, adorned with the graces of his dear Son, 
and body, soul and spirit, shall be in this perfect state 
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ — ^they shall be 
unblameable in holiness before God, even our father^ 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his 
fiaiots,. It ^th not yet appear how great a perfeetiOft 
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of holiness tliis will be, but we know that when he shall 
appear we shall then be like him ; for we shall see him 
lis he is. 

Such are the divine promises^ And dost thou not 
see from hence, reader, what great things thou art to ' 
expect in thy present warfare? If thou sayest. How 
shall I attain all that is promised ? Know that it is to 
oome to thee by faith. Christ and all that he has is 
thine upon believing, and particularly a free pardon for 
md welling sin as well as for any other. Consider him 
as thy surety God-man taking thy sins and sufferings 
upon himself to save thee from them; By his life and 
death he has oI)tained full salvation, which he gives to 
thee freely. And thou hast received it. Thoucanst 
not deny out thou art a beliver, and it is written — " All 
" that believe are justified from all things,'' from the 
corruption of their nature as weU as the corruptions of 
their lives. Know then, that there ia no condemnation 
to thee. The Judge himself says so. And when ho 
acquits, who shall lay any thing to thy charge? Here 
thou must hold through the power of the Lord, if thou 
wouldst have the- spiritual warfare successfully con^ 
ducted. Abide by the sentence of God, and keep con^ 
demnation . out of thy conscience. Have it ready-to 
plead against all charges, from whatever quarter they 
come, .that Christ hatli made me free from the law of 
uu and of death. 

Here t must refer thee haxk to what has been said 
concerning Christ and his finished salvation. Thou now 
seest how necessary it is thou shouldest be well esta* 
blished in the belief of his Godhead, and the infinite suf- 
ficiency of his salvation ; so that he is both able and wil- 
ling to save thee from all thy sins, and all the miseries 
due to them, and to bestow upon thee eternal happi«» 
ness, and to bring thee by his almighty power safe to 
the enjoyment of it. All this he will give thee, not for 
working but in believing. I entreat thee therefore to 
^ead again and again, what has been before said upon 
ih^SQ subjects, and the good Loird help thee to apply it 
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to thy present case, that thou may est be fully assured 
thou art in Christ, and that there is no condemnation 
to thee. 

But perhaps thou art ready to say— stedfastly do X 
believe all this ; but I do not find such victory over my 
corruptions as I could wish, nay I think at times they 
rage more than ever. Here thou forgettest the Lord 
thy strength. Thou dost not make use of him, and 
therefore thou failest. The woman with the bloody 
issue grew worse and worse, till she went to Christ : so 
wilt thou. Why is it given thee to ki)ow Christ in the 
spirit, but that tnou shouldst go to him dgdiy, and plead 
his promise — Lord, thou hast declared that sin shall not 
have dominion over thy people, I believe this word of 
thine cannot be broken ; and therefore helpless in my- 
self I rely upon thy faithfulness to save me from the 
dominion of such ^nd such a sin (as then tempts thee..) 
Put forth thy power, O Lord Christ, and get thyself 
glory in subduing my flesh with its affections and Itists. 
And then trust him to make his word good, and wait 
the event. Sooner shall heaven and earth pass away^ 
than sin, any sin thus left with Christ to be subdued 
shall reign over thee. 

If thou sayest — I think I seek for victory over sin in 
no other way, and yet I do not attain it so completely, 
as I desire. — Depend upon it thou art under some mis- 
take : for Christ is almighty to fulfil every promise in its 
largest sens^ and fullest meaning, and there never was 
a believer wlio could justly charge him with the breach 
of his word. Perhaps thou dost believe, that powei* to 
subdue sin comes from Christ, and thou art expecting 
it from him, but hast thou not some legal dependence, 
some notion of thy own working together with him ? 
Search ajid see. Dost thou commit all to the Lord, 
who is to do all and in all .'' Is the whole battle left to 
him, wisdom and courage, and armour, and strength,, 
and patience, and victory, are all from the Lord.? If 
thou art not doing this simply, thou art not living by 
faith upon Christ, but thou art fighting in thine owa 
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Strength, and depending upon some inherent stock of 
grace, or knowledge, or experience. While these proud 
selfish motives put thee upon asking his help, he will not 
give it thee : because thou dost not wholly depend upon 
him for it. 

Or perhaps Christ does not appear on thy side because 
thou art proposing some wrong end. Thou art work- 
ing and striving against sin to establish a righteousness 
of thine own, which is to be some part of thine accept- 
ance before God, and thou hast been trying in thme 
own strength to get thy corruptions quite subdued, but 
they were too strong for thee, and uierefore now thou 
art glad to make use of Chrisfs help. And if he would 
do the work for thee, then thou wouldst have confidence 
in the flesh, and this thy fancied holiness would be 
tlie ground of thy rejoicing before God. Is it not so ? 
If it be, thou wilt never succeed upon this plan, 
Christ will not give his glory to another, nor put the 
crown of his gospel-grace upon the head of thy legal 
dependence. 

Or perhaps thou art expectmg from Christ what he 
has not promised, such a victory over thy corruptions, 
that they shall not fight a^ain for some time, or that 
they shall be quite dead and buried. And so diey shall 
be in the Lord^s appointed time. But now he calls upon 
thee to fight against them, he provides thee armour 
for that purpose, even the whole armour of God ; and 
he requires thee to resist unto blood, striving against 
sin, promising thee daily victory. This is thy present 
state of warfare. To this thou «tt now called, and 
there is no discharge in this war. .. O beware then, as 
thou lovest thy soul, of a false peace. Thou wilt be 
sadly deluded, if thou ever supposest that thy fighting 
is over, before thy course be finished. The good fight 
of faith must continue till death : for till then, corrup- 
tion;! being in thee, thou must oppose it, reljring upon 
God for promised victory over it He is aole to save 
thee from the very being of it now as well as in heaven. 
But it is not his mind and will Here he will have 
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thee to live by faith, which is every moment to keep 
thee dependent upon Christ, or thou wilt fall. This is 
to exalt his grace, and to subdue thy selfish legal spirit ; 
to humble thy pride, to put thee upon prayer and 
watchfulness, to make sin more hateful, and heaven 
more desirable, and to secure the glory of every victory 
to him, whose strength is perfected in thy weakness. 
These are some of his gracious purposes in keeping 
thee continually dependent upon nis strength ; and if 
he has made thee willing to fight and conquer to the 
praise of the glory of his grace, then thou wilt experi^ 
ence that blessed promise — ^^ sin shall not have do- 
** minion over thee."" And it will not' be long before 
sin shall not have a being in thee. 

Reader, if thou hadst fallen into these or any other 
mistakes concerning the subduing of thy corruptions, 
mind what is written, and what is promised. Having 
first received through faith in the blood of Christ the 
pardon of thy sin, then as one of his good soldiers thou 
art to fight against it all thy life. He being on thy 
side promises to subdue sin for thee. Without him 
thou canst do nothing in this warfare, and therefore thy 
faith resting on his promise is to wait the fulfilling of 
it. He has given thee his word, that he will use his 
almighty power for this purpose. To that word must 
thou look, believing that Christ will bring thee victory, 
continually, if thy faith fail not, greater, as thy faith 
increases, complete, when the good fight of faith shall 
be ended, and thou shalt rest from thy labours. All 
this he stands engaged to do, and his power is able to 
fulfil his engagements, and thy faith will bring thee 
happy experience of his power. When corruptions 
rise, temptations are strong, enemies numerous, dan- 
gers on every (dde, that is the time to glorify Christ, 
by making use of his promised strength. Then put 
thy trust in the Captain of thy salvation, and fear not, 
Look unto Jesus, and look at nothing but him. The 
battle is bis. He will fi^ht for thee, and thou shalt hold 
tby peace. Leave him to direct ail» to doalliand to finish 
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-all relating to it ; and then, as he can get all the glory, 
thou shalt see what a salvation he will bring thee. Q 
that thy faith did but reach to the extent of his pro- 
mises ! How successful would be thy spiritual warfare, 
such victories over thine enemies, corruptions so sub- 
dued, the world so crucified, Satan so defeated, as thou 
canst now scarce bdieve? The Lord increase thy faith. 
Look up to him for it: because as thy faith increases, 
let the battle grow hotter and hotter, thou wilt find thy- 
self safer, and more reason to ^ve thanks to God 
trough Jesus Christ thy Lord. 

For want of attending to the important truths al- 
ready considered, and of bringing them into constant 
use and exercise, young believes are liable to fall into 
another great mistake^ which keeps their faith weak, 
and stops its growth, namely, a hearkening to sense, 
and trusting to its reports, which is the fifth general 
head I purpose to consider. 

They are seeking to be established, and they think, 
that they should .have no doubt of their being true 
believers, if they hp.d but the testimony of sense, and 
"Comfortable feelings to assure them of it And being 
used to judge in this way in other matters, for it 
is our strongest evidence in natural things, they are 
disposed to expect the same in spiritual^ and they 
are the rather disposed to it, because sensible com- 
forts are promised in scripture : which being very de- 
sirable and pleasinff to nature, they are apt to covet 
them too much, and from not regarding what the scrip- 
ture says about them, they are apt to seek them in a 
wrong way and for a wrong end. Sense judges from 
what it sees, and draws its inference from what it feels ; 
so that its report to the conscience, either of a believer's 
state, or of his growth in it, is not from unchangeable 
things, which would settle the conscience in peace, but 
from changeable things which leave room for continual 
•dioubting. Sense also looks at the fruits of faith more 
than at the object of it, and if the believer hats been 
ja&isled, and taught to confound these two together, he 
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'Will be at great uncertainty in judging of his state : for 
instead of making the word of God, ne will make hi^ 
comforts the ground of his faith, and as these are moiie 
or less, so will his faith be. When he has comfortable 
feeUngs then he will think himself a believer, and when 
he has none, then he will think himself an unbeliever, 
changing his judging of himself, as his feelings do, like 
the wind, and varying as his comforts do, like the wea- 
ther, This is a c(Hnmon case. I have seen the sad 
effects of it in the lives of many of my acquaintance^ 
who from being taught thus to judge of themselves, 
were tost about for sev^al years, up and down, now 
comforted, then doubting, and could not get any solid 
establishment, till the Word and Spirit of God con-, 
vinced them, that sense was not to be the ground of 
their believing, nor the object to which they were to 
look. Sense judges by feeling, and report what it sees. 
Sense says, now I am in the favour of God : for I feel 
it. Now he is my God ; for I find him so, I am com- 
forted. Now he demonstrates it to me : for I feel near- 
ness to him in prayef, and sweet answers. Now I am 
sure my duties and services are acceptable: for I am 
quite lively in them, and I come from them with warm 
Sections. Now I cannot doubt^ for I feel the assur. 
ance of his love to me. And when sense has lost those 
comfortable feelings, then it draws contrary inferences. 
—Now I am not m the favour of God: for I do not 
feel it. Now he is not my God for I do not find him so^ 
I am not comforted, &c. What can be the issue of 
this, but continual, wavering and changing? For our 
feelings are sometimes more, sometimes less, as every 
believer experiences. What an unsettled state then 
must he be in, who has no way to Judge of himself, 
but by those changeable things ^ Wliat room does he 
leave for oontinudi doubting, and what trouble and 
misary does he thereby bring upon himself, as well as 
dishonour, to the unchangeableness of God in his na- 
ture and promises ? 

If the poor weak belieVer should say, I am convinced 
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6f this,- and I should be glad to have my faith so^ed, 
that I might be freed from doubts and fears. Then let 
it rest upon the word of God, which is the only ground 
of believing, and is therefore called the word of faith, 
upon which faith is built, and by which it is nourished 
and grows up. The believer should receive and rely 
upon what God hath spoken, and because he hath 
spoken it : for his word changeth not It abideth the 
same for ever : therefore what it truly reports, stands 
upon an immoveable rock. Sense and feeUng may 
report things contrary to it, but the believer can silence 
them with God hath spoken it : for his faith has evi- 
dence of things not seen, and he does not form his 
judgment by the things which are seen^ but hy the 
things which are not seen. Generally speakinjg iaith 
judges the very contrary to what sense does, and ^iU 
not believe what sense perceives. Abraham agatuttt 
hope believed in hope, so do all his children. They be- 
lieve the pardon of sin, victory over sin,:and the oeath 
of sin, the immortality ^of the body, though crumbled 
to dust and atoms, the second coming of Christ, and 
the eternal state of happiness or misery. Faith looks 
at God^s word, calling the things which be not, as 
though they were, and is commonly forced to contra* 
diet sense. Sense judges from what it sees— Faith 
from what God says. Sense is governed by what ap- 
pears — Faith by what God says shall be. Sense looks 
inward — Faith looks outward. Faith can answer the 
seeming contradictions, which sense opposes to it, from 
the word of God which cannot be broken. And when 
sense is ready to despair, and all its fine frames and 
feelings are gone, then it is the believer^s happy privi- 
lege, still to trust in the Lord, and to have a good 
hope because of the word of his grace. 

But perhaps thou are ready to say, it is written, that 
there is great joy and peace in believing, yea, joy un- 
speakable and full of glory, True,, these are what faith 
£roduces, and not what it is. These are the fruits of 
dtb| which it brings forth iji most abundance from the 
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Inexhafustible fulness of Jesus. The mote sitiople the 
believer is, the more he eyes Christ the object of faith, 
and the word the ground of faith, the more clear and 
distinct will the actings of his faith be, and consequents 
)y it will bring greater peace into the conscience, and 
more joy into the affections. But still these fruits are 
not faith : no more than the fruit is the tree. The 
fruits do not go before faith, but follo^ir it, and grow 
from it. This is God's order. He gives us his word 
to be the ground of our believing, and by beUeving all 
things promised in the word are made ours, then We go 
on comfortably, and are happy ; but when sense is put 
in the place of the word, then the consequence is, that 
weak beKevers have got a changeable rule to judge of 
themselves by, which hinders them from being establish-* 
ed in believing, aud from attaining the promised peace 
and joy. 

Some may begin to object, "what ! ard you dgainst all 
lively frames, and sensible comforts ? No, God forbids 
I would have them spring from the right cause, that 
they might be more pure and fixed, than they common- 
ly are. God^s word and promises, are an unchangeable 
foundation to rest upon, even when sensible feelings are 
gone ; because Christ revealed in the word, and laid 
hold of in the promises, changeth not Therefi:>re, 
reader, for thine own sake, and for the glory of God^ 
take heed what thou buildest thy faith upon. Beware 
of making any thing, that sense repc»rts to thee, the 
ground of it, but rest it upon that which abideth for 
ever. The word of God is a sure foundations It will 
n^ver fail thee. Thou mayest safely depend upon it, 
because it cannot be broken, and stedfastly rdy upon 
Christ to make its premises good to thee. There is 
thy object. Look at him. And ance he is thine^ thy 
Saviour and thy God, make use of him as such, and 
trust body and soul, and all things belonging to them in 
his hands, and among the rest, ttiy comforts. Be con* 
tent he diould give them to thee as seemeth him good. 
Set not thy heart upon them, nor follow him, as the 



5S LIFE OF FAITH. 

multitude did for the sake of his loaves and fishes, and 
the dainties that he gave them, who, when these were 
with-held, soon forsook their kind Benefactor. Thou 
art by faith to make up all thy happiness in him, and 
in him only; and he himself being thine, let him give 
thee or take away what he will besides, thou hast 
enough. What ! is not this comfort enough, that thou 
hast got the pearl of great price, the infinitely rich in- 
estimably precious Jesus ? Who has the wisdom of Grod 
to contrive what is best for thee, boundless love to dis- 
pose him, and almighty power to enable him to give 
It thc*e, and he has promised it; canst thou desire 
more ? Walk then with hiin by fiuth, and not by sight. 
When the word of God is the ground of thy faith, 
which rests there, and is grown to a fixed settlement, 
then thou wilt be enabled to go on comfortably, whatever 
thy frames and feelings be ; yea, when these are at the 
lowest ebb, thou wilt not be thereby discouraged. Sup- 
pose thou art walking in darkness, thou canst walk by 
faith ; because thou hast a promise, " Who is among 
^^ you that walketh in darkness and hath no light ? Let 
*^ him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his 
« God,'' Isa. 1. 10. Still let him trust and believe. 
Why ? Because God is his God still. Mind that, his 
Goa still ; this blessed relation still subsists, and fSuth 
may draw comfort from it in the darkest hour. Sup* 
pose thou art in heaviness through manifold tempta- 
tions, the word says to thee, " heaviness may endure for , 
** a night, but joy cometh in the morning,'' here thou 
*' mayest quiet thy heavy heart, and rest with confi- 
dence, till the Lord deliver thee out of thy temptations. 
Suppose God hideth his face from thee, thou nast the 
example of those in the same case, ^^ I will wait 
'^ for the Lord that hideth his face from the house 
♦' of Jacob, and will look for him," Isa. viii. 17. Wait 
in faith looking for him, and thou shalt see the light of 
his countenance. Suppose all other comforts fail; 
thou bast one still, worth more than all. — *^ This God 
<' 13 cny^ God for ever and ever. He will Qever leave 
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nie nor forsake me.^ This is the happiness of the true 
believer, he is enabled to maintain his confidence) when 
sensible feeling are no more. And thou seest reader, 
how this happiness is attained, and how it is preserved. 
It is by trusting to things which change not, the word of 
God, the Son of God and his promises, all which are in 
him, yea, made in him, and in him, Amen fulfilled by him. 
May the Lord help thee simply to trust his word, and to 
live upon Christ for^the fulfilling of it, and then thou wilt 
indeed get, what thou art now seeking in vain, a comfort- 
able frame, and will be enabled to maintain it against all 
the discouragements of sense. To that end search the 
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salva- 
tion ; and let it be thy daily request to the Lord, to make 
thee strong in faith, that thou mayest not stagger at his 

!)romises through unbelief, but mayest against hope be- 
ieve in hope. Beg of him, when sense goes contrary to 
the word, to enable thee still to believe it, and not to 
doubt of Chrifit^s faithfulness to fulfil it — and ask for 
strength to walk every moment by faith and not by sight. 
Thus the Lord will carry thee on safely and sweetly from 
faith to faith, till thou receive the end of thy faith, 
even the salvation of thy soul. May it be so. Amen. 
St. Paid has been my guide hitherto. He says, Hebi 
v. 13. that a babe in Christ is one who is unslcilful in 
the word of righteousness. To this determination of 
his, I have had an eye all along, and have accordingly 
endeavoured to remove those hinderances out of the 
way of young beginners, which chiefly arise from their 
unskilfulness in the word of righteousness. Righteous- 
ness signifies strict justice, with respect to God it is 
paying him the full demands of his noly law : in this 
sense there is none of us righteous, no not one. The 
God-man Christ Jesus, the surety of his people, came 
to work out such a righteousness for them, and the 
word reveals it, sets it before them in its infinite free* 
ness, and in its infinite sufficiency to justify from all 
things. The word is also the means in the hand of the 
Spirit, of brining them with the heart to believe unto 
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righteousness, and therefore the scripture is called the 
word of righteousness, and being unskilful in it signi- 
fies want of experience in the management of it, unskil- 
ful in the knowledge of the person of the Lord our 
righteousness, who is true and rery God, as well as true 
and very man; unskilful in the nature of his righteous- 
ness, that it is absolutely perfect and everlastingly me^- 
ritorious, se that any sinner by receiving it wiH be not 
only delivered from sin, and arl the miseries due to sin, 
but will also be entitled to life and glory ; unskilful in the 
gift of righteousness, how freely God bestows it, nothing 
being requured to make it the sinner's but receiving it^ 
and therefore it is called the righteousness of faith : be- 
cause by faith he trusts in it for salvation, and for all 
ita blessings in earth and heaven, and expects them as 
die fruits of righteousness^— unskilful in experience^ 
not knowing how to plead this righteousness against 
the charges of the law^ of conscience, and of the ac- 
cuser of the brethren, and therefore apt to fall into a 
legal spirit to be distressed in their warfare between 
the old man and the new, and to covet and to rely more 
upc»i sensible feelings, than upon the sure testimony of 
God in his word. These are some of the principal 
difficulties which young believers meet with, and they 
all arise from their unskilfulness ift the word of right* 
eousness, and therefore I have particularly considered 
some scripture motives for removing them out of the 
way. And after thou hast perused these motives, have 
they been the means of settling thy judgment, comfort- 
ting thy conscience,, and strengthening thy faith ? DosI 
thou see more of Christ's grace and power to save thee 
» sinner than thou didst before, and therefm-e canst 
truest liim better, and in time c£ need make more use of 
bis promised grace? Iftbis.be thy case, give him the 
glory^ and may he carry thee oa from stsength to 
strength. But if thou hast received no improvement 
from reading thus far — ^What is the reason ? Perhaps 
thou art under some of the temptations here described. 
S^rch and s^. And w,hatever it be, either in dactriu^ 



MFB OP FAITH. 55 

or experience,- which hinders the increase of thy faith* 
may the Lord discover it to thee, and enable thee to 
overcome il, that thou mayest be no longer a babe un« 
fi^ilful ki the word of righteousness, but mayest grow 
Hp to be a youi^ man strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his night. 

The apostle Paiii has directed me how to speak to 
the babes in Christ; and another apostle shews how 
they grow up to be young men, an^* thereby he fur- 
nishes me with matter for the seeosid part of this trea* 
tise on the life of faith ;- " I have written unto- youj 
*« young men," says he^ " because ye are strong ana the 
<^ word of God abideth in you, ana ye have overcome 
*^ the wicked one,^ 1 John ii.' 14. These young men 
knew theprinciplesof the doctrine of Christy, thiey^were 
establishea in the belief of his Godhead,' of the' in« 
£nite sufficiency of Ins salvation,- of the free gift of all 
ils graces' and blessings promised to him that worketh 
not, and recdved by faith only, and all treasured up 
for the believers use in^the fuliie6» of Christ Jesus, to 
whom he is to bring nothing to recommend him, but 
the promise of the grace which he then wants and a de- 
pendence upon Christ to supply that want. These 
young men had attained to a good degree of knowledge 
and experience in these truths. They began to be able 
to keep the evidence of their union with Christ clear 
and distinct, and to improve it by their, communion 
with liira in all his offices^ But notwithstanding their 
establishment in these points, they had many temp- 
talons and great difficulties— -still they knew but in 
part:! — ^still they had a fleshly corrupt nature, to watch 
ever, and to fight against, always inclining them to 
trust to the law, to their feeling to any thing but Christy 
and always disposing them to yield to the suggestions 
of the devil, . and to the allurements of the world. This 
warfare, instead of ceasing grows hotter and hotter, but 
they grow stronger. It is flie peculiar character of the 
young men in Christ -to be strong: they have learnt 
where their strength lays, and they put it forth. They 
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go down to battle not trusting in any power or might 
of their own, but strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might. He is their strength. When the enemy 
Cometh in like a flood, then to Jesus they look for 
safety and victory—" O our God we have no might 
^' against this great company that coraeth against us^ 
<< neither know we what to ao, but our eyes are upon 
** thee.* The abiding sense of their own weakness keeps 
them dependant upon him, so that the juare they feet 
of their helplessness, the stronger they grow: be- 
cause they live more upon Christ for strength, which 
illustrates that seeming paradox of the apostle^ " When 
^< I am weak, then am I strong"" — ^when I am most sen- 
fiible of my own weakness, then am I strongest in the 
Jjordy his strength is then perfected in me. And his 
strength is put forth in the effectual working of it by 
believing. It is not, neither can it be inherent in them, 
who without Christ can do nothmg, but it is brought 
in by faith ; nor does faith bring it in to lodge it or 
lay It up in store, till it shall be wanted, but when it is 
wanted, faith then regards the promise, looks up to 
Christ to fulfil it, and receives strength out of his fub* 
ness. And being his, freely promised^ and freely given^ 
it is therefore called the strength of grace, " Thou 
** therefore,^ my son, says Paul to Timothy^ be strong 
^^ in the grace that is in Christ Jesus."" Strong faith gets 
strong grace from Christ, according as it is written : 
— " All things are possible to him that beheveth :"" for 
according to his faith it shall be done unto him. If his 
faith reach to the full extent of the promises he s^U 
find all things possible, which Geod hath promised, yea 
he shall be able to do all things through Christ strengtlK 
ening him. 

This is the life of these young men in Christ They 
are strong in him, living upon bis promised strength, 
and by faith receiving it. They live not upon any 
thing m themselves, but whatever they stand in need 
of, and whatever they have a promise for, that they 
expect shall be given, them by the power of God their 
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Saviour. They see themselves poor helpless creatures^ 
full of continual wants, and no means in their own 
power to supply them. The sense of this empties them of 
self-greatness and self-dependence, and the abiding sense 
of this keeps them humble and dependent upon Christ 
Thus the Lord teaches them how to live out of them- 
selves, and to be always receiving out of the Saviour^s 
fulness grace for grace. They have his infinite store- 
house to repair to, in which there is treasured up for 
them every thing that they can possibly want. Happy 
for them their God has promised to supply all their 
need out of the riches of his grace in Christ Jesus, and 
by faith they have an abundant supply to the praise of 
that God, who keepeth his promise for ever. 

In him they live^— he is the Lord and giver of spiri* 
tual life, as Paul says — I live, yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me. They are made strong in him. " The 
** Lord is the strength of my life,'' says the Psalmist, 
Psal. xxvii. 1. that life which I live by the faith of the 
Son of God has ail its strength from him. 

And is continued by his power—" For none can 
" keep alive his own soul," Psal. xxii. 29. " It is God 
" who holdeth our soul in life, Psal, Ixvi. 9. 

And is kept by faith — " Ye are kept by the power 
" of God through faith,'' 1 Pet i. B. Whatever 
strength the believer wants to enable him to bear hard- 
ship, endure the cross, fight his spritual enemies, daily 
gain victories over them, he expects it from God, and 
through faith he receives it, and is kept— yea so kept. 

As to be confirmed unto the end. He that is able 
to keep believers from falling, will keep them until they 
receive the ei^d of their faith, even the salvation of their 
souls. Thus the life which Christ begins by his grace 
he continues by his strength ; and every act of this 
spiritual life is from him. The will, the p6wer is his; 
for he doeth all, and in all. These young men were so 
well assured of this, that they lived upon Christ for 
strength^ and they received it ; they were strong in him* 
Their faith yiewed him in his exalted state with all 
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pomer in heaven and earth, and engaged as their cove*- 
nant head to use it for them, to malce them and to keep, 
them alive to God. On this power they depended. 
And whatever promise they hacf of its being used iot 
their behalf, and pleaded it out at the throne of grace,, 
and trusted Christ with the fulfilling of it; he never 
disappointed them. They were made strong,, and stood 
fast in the Lord ; who never withdrew his^ supporting 
army tlierefore they never ceased to put their whole 
trust and confidence in him. 

When the enemy sees them thus strong in the Lord 
through faith, it stirs up his devilish malice and makes 
Um bum with envious rage. He leaves no temptation 
untried to draw them from Christ. He is well skilled 
in cunning wiles and sly devices for this purpose. He 
does not begm with tempting them to opei> sin ; that 
would at once discover his wicked design : but he art- 
fully tries to sap the foundation, and to weaken their 
futnv. Kf he can get them from their dependance upon 
Christ, he carries his point ; and too; too often he su&>. 
ceeds. Oh! beware, reader, of every thing; suspect 
it, let its. appearance* be ever so fair and good, which 
in the least tends to weaken thy fast hold of Christ* 
Cleave to him with full purpose of heart, as long as ever 
thou livest : &r the enemy^s whole plan is to separate 
thee from him. Formerly he tried to do this by dis- 
tressing thee about thy sms — how they could be paT'^ 
doned— ^whether being so great, so many, the blood of 
Christ could cleanse from all: now thou hast through 
believing received fcH*giveness of sins, he will try to do 
the same by distressing thee about thy duties. Some* 
tknes. he will try to bring guilt into tny conscience by 
suggesting ta thee thy many failings ana short comings 
in them-^-^he disorder of thine imagination— thy wan- 
derings in thy prayers— —^thy dulness in hearing and 
reading the w(M*d — -the little life and power thou findest 
in thine attendance upon the ordinances— -and the cold* 
ness of thy love to God and man. If he can get thee 
to dwell upon these things so as to forget Christ> tbeu 
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he has made way for this insinuation. How could it 
be thus with thee, and thou a strong believer ? And if 
he can get thee to reason upon it, then he has thee 
fast, th^u art catched in his snare. 

But if the Lord has taught thee not to be ignorant 
of Satan'^s devices, as soon as the thought arises, whe- 
ther thou art in Christ, because of such failings, thou 
wilt know from what quarter itcomes, and wilt imme- 
diately resist it. So that the temptation will make 
thee stand faster ; it will drive thee closer to Christ, 
make thy dependance stronger on his blood and righte- 
ousness ; put thee upon making more use of him as thy 
intercessor and advocate with the Father, and help thee 
to live more out of thyself by faith upon him. Thus 
Christ becomes precious, thou art more humble. The 
snare is broken, and tboii art deSviered. 

When the enemy sees this, his implacable malice will 
soon tempt thee again. He has another deep laid stra- 
tagem relating to thy duties, and that is from their 
being unsuccessful. Thou hast had something laid 
much upon thy heart, and thou hast carried it to God 
in prayer, and thou hqst waited long, but no answer 
eomes. Upon this Satan takes occasion to suggest- 
Now you see Gpod does not give you what you ask, al- 
though he has promised, ask and ye shall have ; the 
fault cannot be in him, therefore it is plain you are not 
in his favour ; his promises do not belong to you. And 
if he can thus work a little upon thy impatience, he 
will soon get thee into doubting and unbelief. Here 
thou may est see how all the wiles of Satan tend to one 
point ; namely, to separate thee from Christ, apd how 
necessary then is it, tnat thou shouldest have this set- 
tled beyond all question, that Christ and thou art one. 
If this be maintained in thy conscience, then Satan^s 
stratagem is defeated : for Christ being thine he will 
give thee every thing that he has promised ; and al- 
diough thou hast it not just at the time thou hast fixed 
thjrgdf, yet he knows best« Thou shalt certainly have 
it^ if his infinite wisdom sees it good for thee, and if he 
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does not see it good, his love will give thee something 
better. Thy faith must wait God^s time. Strong faith 
can wait long.. Having such a promise as this t» de» 
pend upon — ^they shall not be ^ ashamed who wait for 
^ me^*^ Isa. xlix. 23. thou mayest with confidence wait,, 
and be a follower of them who through faith and pati<* 
ence inhmt the premises ; who by faith regarded the 
promises, by patience waited for the fulfilling .of them, 
and although they waited long,, yet they succeeded at 
last, and did inherit every grace and bfessing, for which 
with faith, and patience they had been waiting. Go,, 
and do thou likewise. 

Upon the failing of these temptations, the enemy 
has another ready» Since he cannot get thee off thy 
guard by bringing thee into doubting and unbelief, he 
will attack thy faith in another way. He will come 
like an angel of light, and seem to be Chrisf s friend 
and thine. He will allow thee to be a child of God^ 
and to be strong in faith. The more clearly thou art 
satisfied of thy union with Christ, the more will he im« 
prove, if thou art not aware^ this thy certainty to his^ 
own wicked purposes. He will try to keep thine eye 
upon thy great graces and high gifts, he will flattec 
tnee exceedingly upon thetn, and will tempt thee to 
view them witii a secret delight, every now and then 
insinuating, what a gret^ christian thou art — ^how few 
there are like thee— to what an exalted state thou hast 
attained— •what temptations thou hast overcome—what 
victories thou hast gained over Satan — ^and how safe 
diou< art' now, fast upon therock ! And if he finds this 

{leasing bait is not instantly rejected with a Get thee* 
ehind me, Satan ; then he will begin to work upon thy 
self-love, and to give thee many plausible reasons for 
self-admiration, so that thou shalt first look pleasing at,, 
then fondly love, and at last sacrilegiously dote upon 
thy wonderous attainments. Thus he will lift thee up 
trilb pride, and will try to draw thee into biis own crime,, 
and into his own condemnation. What a dangerous 
temptation is this ! How many have I known who. fell 
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into it f If tfaoii sayest, by what means shall I escape it ? 
Mind the first approach : for it is coining upon thee, 
as soon as thou beginnest to think of thyself more 
highly than thou oughtest to think. Thou art in thy- 
self a poor miserable helpless sinner, and to this Tery 
moment without Christ thou canst do nothing* Thou 
canst not do one good thing, nor overcome the weakest 
enemy, nor take one step in the way to heaven, without 
Christ : nay thou canst not think one good thought 
without him. What hast thou then to be proud off 
and to stir up thy self-admiration ? Nothing but siiu 
The liumble abidmg sense of this tends to thy safety t 
for while tlvis is ever present with thee — ^^ In me, that 
t^ is in my flesh, dwelleth no good tiling,^ it will lead thee 
to live by faith upon Christ for all good things. And 
being alf his, and received every moment from him as 
his free gift, thou wilt be glori^ing and exalting him 
in all and for all, knowing that he resisteth the proud,, 
but he giveth grace unto the humble. The Lord keep 
thee humble, and then thou wilt have grace to escape- 
ll>is cunning wile of the devil. 

If thou shalt say, alas I am fallen into it, How shall 
I recover myself! Remember his case who in his pros- 
perity sud he never should be moved, the favour of the 
Liora had made his mountain to stand so strong,. P& 
XXX. vi. 7. He was too confident in himself, and was 
moved. How did he recover his standing .^ " I cried 
^' unto the Lord, and unto the Lord I made my sup- 
^^ plication. Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me, 
'* Lord, be thou my helper.'' His prayer was heard^ 
he found mercy to pardon his offence, and help to* raise- 
him up, and his mourning, he says, was. turned into joy 
and gladness. Look up as be did to the Lord Christ. 
Plead thy pardon through his promised mercy, and beg 
e( him to enable thee to walk more humbly with thy 
God. Then shall the Psalmist's experience be thine,^ 
and thou shalt escape the snare, which was laid for thy 
predous life.. 
' These young men having thus overcome the devices^ 
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which Satan had contrived to weaken their fciitli, mtist 
<*xpect a fresh attack from him. He will tempt tfiem 
Concerning the ground of faith. He sees they are strongs 
because the word of God abideth in them, therefore he 
will use all his cunning and power to weaken their trust 
in the word and promises of God. By the incor- 
ruptible seed of the word faith is begotten^ and by the 
same word it is nourished up, and strengthened, grow, 
ing exceedingly from faith to faith. Thfe word, which 
is the sole ground of faith, reveals the covenant made 
by the eternal Trinity for the salvation of sinners, and 
makes many free promises of every covenant blessing 
tt> him that believeth. These promises may most sted- 
&8tly be relied upon ; because of the unchangeable na- 
ture of God, who makes them. All his perfections are 
engaged for die fulfiiling of bis word ; so that what he 
has spoken ha» an actual being and existence. He says, 
and it is done — saying and-doing are the same with him. 
Let there be ever so great a distance of time between 
the word spoken and the thing done, yet this is real as 
any thing now in being : because it exists in the mind 
and will of God, is revealed in his word, and by his 
faithfulness and almiglity power is to-be established at 
the time, appointed. How is it jjossibl'e then t?hat this 
word should be broken ? There is ho matter of fact of 
more undoubted evidence, nothing in futurity, not even 
the rising of the sun to-morrow, so fixed and certain as 
the accomplishment of God^s promises to him that be- 
lieveth. These young men in Christ were most assur- 
edly persuaded of this truth^ — They knew that heaven 
and earth should pass away before one tittle of God^s 
promises should faih They looked upon them: all as 
made in Christ, in him Yea- and in him Amen, made in 
him, and fulfilled to him, as the head of the body of 
the Church, and in- him fulfilled to all his members. 
As certainly as every one of them ba& been made good 
to him the bead so wiU they be made good to his mem- 
bers. He has all power in heaven and earth committed 
to him for that very purpose. Whoever by believing 
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i» joined to him, he has thereby a right and title to 
every promise, and may boldly sue it out in time of 
need : and then it is Christ's office and glory to fulfil 
the promise. If mountains of difficulties' stand in the 
way, the believer need not fear or doubt. Christ is 
upon the throne. What are diiHculties agakist his al« 
mighty power ? besides, Christ has already given him 
good security. He has put into his hands the pledges 
and earnests of the promised inheritance, and how is it 
possible he should fail in fulfilling his engagements,* 
and putting him in due time into actual possession ? 
Reaa wfaai the apostle says of this subject. Turn to 
the passage ; for it is too long to quote, Heb. vi. from 
verse 11 to the end of the chapter ; in which you may 
observe these particulars. 

Iv The heirs of promise are apt to be full of doubt; 
and to have strife in theiv^consciences about their right 
and title, to all the graces and blessings of salvation : 

2. God was willing out of his infinite mercy to esta« 
bhsh their right and title to them beyond dispute, and 
to put an end to all strife ; 

3. Therefore he engaged By promise tagive them aU 
those graces and blessings ; ana 

4. To shew the unchangeableness of his will herein^ 
he confirmed the promise by an oath. 

5. It is impossible that Ood should lie in his promise^ 
or that he should be perjured in his oath. 

6. Therefore here are two immutable things to 
strengthen the feitb and hopes of the heirs of; promises 

7^ While their: faith rests upon those imm[utabld 
things, it will always bring thenat strong consolation. 

8. When enemies, dangers,, and temptations attack 
them, they are safe by fleeing for refuge, to lay 
hold of the hope set before them in 6od!s> immutable 
promises. 

9. This hope will be as useful to them at such times^ 
as an anchor to a ship. By it they will ride out all 
the storms of life, until Jesus their forerunner bring 
tbeia within the r&i, where their anchor is now cast^ 
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and put them into eternal possession of all the pro- 
mises. 

With what rich and copious matter does this scrip- 
ture abound, tending to shew the absolute i^afety of 
resting upon God's promises 1 How strong are the ar* 
guments to persuade the heirs of promise, to put their 
whole trust and confidence in the faithfulness of their 
God ! who having provided an infinitely glorious and 
everlasting inheritance for them, was willing to make it^ 
over to them in the strongest manner of conveyance, 
and therefore he has given them the promise and the 
oath of God, which cannot possibly change or alter, 
that their faith might never doubt or waver, and their 
hope might at all times be sure and stedfast. And until 
he bring them to the inheritance itself, he has given 
them many sweet and blessed promises of all things 
needful for their temporal and spiritual estate, upon 
which he would have them not only to live comfortably 
at present, but also to receive them as part of the in- 
heritance, allowed them for their maintenance, till 
they come to age, and enter upon the possession of 
the whole. And what God intended in his promise 
and oath, has its effects in a good degree among those, 
who have the word of God abiding in them. They 
cast their anchor where he commands them, and they 
are not only safe, but also, in time of the greatest trou- ' 
bles and temptations have strong consolation. When 
enemies come, corruptions arise^ and diiEculties are in 
the way ; they have a promise, and a promise^-keep- 
• ing God to depend upon. Whatever straits they are 
ki^ the word abiding m them brings S€»ne promise of 
support and deliverance : the promise shews what God 
has engaged to do, and faith receives the fulfilling of his 
engagements. When they draw nigh to God in duties, 
in ordinances, they know what he haspromised,^to theni 
that wiut upon him, and they judge him faithful who 
hath promised, and lo, he is present with them. In 
riiort, while they live Uke themselves as the heirs of pro- ' 
mise^ they are preserved fi:om all evil, and want no 
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manuer of thing that is good. This is their haj^y case^ 
thrice happy becautse the means used to deprive them 
of their happiness are over-ruled of God for the esta« 
bhshing it. The enemy rages against them, but im 
vain. He was a liar frmn the beginning. The word is 
truth, and he abode not in it, therefore he bates it, and 
with a greater hatred because the Lord has made it the 
means of strengthening thoae believers. He knows that 
all his temptations will be fruitless, while the word a«- 
bideth in them. He fears no weapon formed against 
him, like th& sword of the Spirit: he has felt its sharps 
ness and its power : with it tne Captain of our salvation 
cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon, and with it all his 
good soldiers resist . the devil, and make him flee from 
them. For these reasons he has a great variety of temp- 
tations to weaken the believer'*s trust in the word, and 
his reliance upon the promises of God. 

Sometimes he attactcs them in a matter where his^ 
hopes are founded in their ignorance : he is cunning to 
spy out the particular way in which they have been' 
led,. and their readiness to maintain their ground, by 
making use of the promises suited to that way. He 
resolves therefore upon some new temptation, with 
which they have never been exercised : and he watches 
the favourable opportunity to inject it with all his 
strength. Upon his doing it, the soul is put into a- 
great hurry, because it has no promise ready to apply 
to the present case : for want of which the understand- 
ing is confused, faith wavers, doubt enters, and Satan^ 
carries his point. This demonstrates the necessity of 
searching the scriptures, and meditating upon them 
night and day. In them Gx)d has graciously treasured 
up all sorts of promises. There is not a possible case 
for a believer to be in of spiritual or temporal concern^ 
but there is a promise suitable to it, which he ought ta 
have ready against the hour of temptation. If he has 
not, he neglects the Lord's kind provision, and lay* 
himself open to the enemy's attack. Reader, if thou 
* wouldst not be ignorant of Satan's devices, follow 
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Chrisfs counsel*— >Search the scriptures. Remember^ 
they are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through 
faith, in Christ Jesus : therefore store up his promises 
—pray him to sanctify thy memory to retain tnem, and 
to enable thee ta make use of them in ey«ry time of 
need. 

If this temptation fail, the enemy will' soon have a- 
Bother ready.. I have known him often try, and often 
succeed in endeavouring to take aS the attention from 
the most easy parts of scripture, and tb fix it upoir those 
parts which are hard to be understood. Upon those 
the believer dwells too much, and puzzles himself. His 
he^ grows ccHifused. He consults commentators^, and 
they confuse him moi«^. And if he does not fall from 
hence into questioning the truth of scripture^ yet he 
certainly neglects the right use of it, forgetting it is the 
means of building himself up in his most holy faithi 
Reader, whenever thou art tempted about difficult 
texts, look up to the incarnate Word, and pray him by 
bis Spirit to open thine understanding, that thou mayest 
know^ what thou readest, and if thou stiUdost not find 
the meaning of tbem made plain to thee, pass them by 
for that time.: Do not puzzle and distress thyself 
about them. Perhaps when thou meetest with them 
again, they will appear easy, and Christ will give thee 
light to see and to^ comprehend them. 

If thou sayest, I do look up to him to teach me, 
but nevertheless, I- find many bard and difficult texts. 
Remember thou knowest but in part, and therefore thou 
standest in need of daily teaching. These texts are pro- 
fitable, if they humble thee, and make thee live more 
upon the teaching of the divine prophet. The hum- 
bier thou art, thou wilt be the more teachable. The 
lower thou sittest at hi& feet to hear bis words, thou 
wilt learn the most. The master himself has declared, 
" Whosover shall humble himself as a little child, the 
*' same is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven." If 
these difficult texts thus humble thee, and make thee 
live more upon Christ'-* inward teaching, they will. b« 
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the means of tfty growth in saving knowledge. Thy 
hearing and reading the word in a constant dependence 
upon him, will keep the from thee dangerous errors, and 
heresies of the times. Most of those arise from un- 
learned and unstahle men, full of pride and se)f-conceit, 
wh€>m God resisteth, but he ^veth grace to the hum- 
ble. 

If he has given thee grace to hold fast the form of 
sound words, which thou hast learned and been assured 
of, the enemy will change his^ attack, and pursue thee 
with new temptations. Envious of thy happiness ho 
will be often assaulting thee, and trying to move thee 
from thy stedfastness. He will at times insinuate every 
lie that be can raise against the word of God, and lie 
will not begin with reason or argument, but by way of 
surprise^ wHh sudden injections darting into the mind 
doubts, like these— How do I know the scripture is in- 
spired ? What proof have I ? And if these be not im- 
mediately rejected, he will follow them like lightning 
with others : How can that be inspired which, ia full of 
contradictions, and full of doctrines above reason? 
Who can defend the matters of fact related in it ? The 
language is low and mean, unworthy of God — The 
scnpture i& false^-perhaps there is neither God not 
devil. 

These blasphemous thoughts sometimes put the be^ 
liever into a hurry and confusion, and through the sud- 
denness and violeaee of them greatly diistress him. The 
apostle calls these assaults ^* the fiery darts of the^ 
*^ wicked OBe"-— darts, because he throws them with all 
his might against the soul, and fiery, because he would 
have them to catch h(^dof^ and to-enflane its corrupt 
tions and lusls. And they do, if the shield of ftuth .bet 
not ready to stt>p their force, and to quench their fire; 
This is a piece of the armour of God prepared for the 
believer^s safety at sueh times^ and the right use of ie 
is this: The Lord having promised to be a shield to 
them that put their trust in him, and toxompass them 
about withbi$ favour as with.a-shield} the believer look^ 
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up when these fiery darts are flying thick about him, 
and says,-— ^^ O Lord God of hosts, who hast promised 
^^ that thy faithfulness and truth should be my shield 
** and buckler, now establish thy word unto thy servant* 
*' In thee, O my God,, do I put my trust, save me in 
** this hour of temptation.'' Then the battle becomes 
the Lord's. He is engaged to put forth his strength 
to shield thee from the enemy. Thus thou shalt con- 
quer, and shalt happily experience what is written—- 
** Resist the devil, ana he will flee from you;" 

He will flee for a season, but will return again. He 
has other temptations, and he will try them all to dis- 
parage the word of God, and.to lessen the believer's con- 
fidence in it. Sometimes he will insinuate — how can 
these things be — in what way or by what means can 
such a promise be fulfilled ? If you begin to reason 
upon the point, he will get you from your strong-hold 
and conquer you. Beware of his lies, and have alwaya 
your answer ready — ^^ It is written." What God hath 
•aid put your trust in, if all the world gainsay it : for 
he is faithful yfho hath promised, and all things are 
possible with him. 

If this temptation does not succeed, and he cannot 
bring you to doubt of the truth of the promises, then 
he will try you about your right to them. When you 
are in darkness or walking heavily, in sickness or any 
trouble, and you have been praying for deliverance, but 
Christ does not presently answer you, then he has a fa- 
vourable opportunity to suggest— Now you see the pro- 
mises do not belong ta you, Christ will not hear you, 
and therefore you have been deceiving yourself with a 
yaiu notion of faith. This is a conmion temptation, 
against which still oppose — " It is written." Thy case 
be it what it will, has a promise, either of support or 
deliverance. If thou art not delivered, yet if Christ 
support thee, so that thy faith and patience fail not, does 
not this shew his infinite goodness to thee ? He will have 
thy faith tried, and he will put it into the fire, not to 
consume it; but that it may come like gold out of the 
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furnace purer and brighter. And what if thou art in 
the fire a great while, thou wilt see more of his tender 
mercies in keeping thee there, and wilt thereby learn to 
live in a more simple dependence upon him. Cast not 
away therefore thy confidence in the written word. The 
promises in it stand faster than the strong mountains. 
If all the powers in earth and hell should ioin, they can- 
not defeat one single tittle of them. When the world 
and all the works therein shall be burnt up, and the 
place of them shall be no more found, then the. promises 
shall stand fast as the throne of God^ and shall receive 
their full and perfect accomplishment through the ages 
of eternity. 

These are some of Satan^s temptations against the 
young men in Christ, who are strong, because the word 
of God abideth in them. His design is to weaken their 
reliance upon its promises. Till he can do this, he des- 
pairs of success: and therefore he tries every method, 
which his wicked cunning and rage can invent. His 
busy active spirit is night and day plotting against the 
word of God. See a lively picture of his utter hatred 
to it in the parable of Che sower. While the good seed 
is sowing, the devil is indefatigable in picking it up. 
He exercises all his wiles to keep it out of the nearer*s 
hearts, and he prevails with the greater part to reject it; 
among those who seemingly receive it, he cheats three 
out of four, so that the word does not take root, nor 
bear fruit to perfection. Since Satan is thus successful, 
is it not absolutely necessary, reader, that thou shouldest 
be well acquainted with his devices P And the word a- 
biding in thee, the ingrafted word, will both make thee 
acquainted with them, and also strong to resist them : 
because then thou wilt be taught by Christ^s wisdom and 
strengthened by his almighty power. As thou growest 
in the sense of thy want of nim, and livest in a closer 
dependence upon him, thou wilt understand more of his 
word, and experience more of his power. By which ' 
means the enemy^s continual attacks, driving thee to 
Christ for the fulfilling of his promises, will make thee 
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tontinually safe. Let the roaring lion rage^ what hast 
thou to fear ? Let him go about seeking whom he may 
devour, the Lord is thy shield and thy defence : in him 
is thy teust Thou -hast bis promise, that he will pre- 
serve thee from all evil, and will -make aU things,^ even 
Satan^s spite and rage against thee, work together for 
thy gooa. How dear and predous then ^ould the 
word of God be to thee ! If thou art weak> because it 
is the means of thy growing, .and being nourished up ; 
and if thou art strong, because by its abiding in thee, 
ihou wilt be established. May it be thy study and thy 
delight, and may every reading of it bring thee to a 
better acquaintance with, and a greater dependence 
Tipon the adorable Jesus. And if thou desirest thus to 
profit from the scriptures, I would advise thee, reader, 
to observe two things, which will be much for Christ^s 
glory, and for thy edification. 

First, in thy frequent and careful perusal of the Bi- 
l>le (and mind, thou canst not read it too much). take 
particular notice of the promises, which are most suited 
to thy age, state, and condition in life; because these 
God has graciously made 'for thy use, and about these 
the enemy will be most busy with thee. Treasure them 
up then in thy memory, and have them ready against 
the time of need, looking up, 

Secondly, to Christ for the fulfilling of them. All 
{lie promises are made in him, and made good by him : 
thou art therefore in an humble dependence upon his 
faithfulness and power to expect whatever thou wantest, 
and he has promised. Trust him, and he will not fail 
thee. Stagger not at any of his promises through the 
seeming in^possibility of their bemg made good ; but 
depend upon his almighty power, and thou wilt find 
him a faithful promise-keeping God, whose word stand- 
eth fast for ever and cv^r. 

Thus thou shak not only be safe but shalt also over- 
come the wicked one, which the apostle John makes the 
last part of their character^ who are strong in the 
Lord. They overcome him by the strength of their 
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faith. /?hey hold fast their confidence in the Lord^s 
promised strength, and he fights for them. That 
mighty arm which bruised the serpent^s head, brings 
them victory, as it is written of that noble army men- 
tioned Re¥. xii. 11. " They avercame the accuser of 
*^ the bvethren by the blood c^ the Lamb, and by the 
^^ word of their testimony.^^ Through faith in his blood 
they were pardoned and justified freely, and they knew^ 
that ia him they had righteeusness and strength, there^ 
fore they were at peace with jGod, and the ^uscuser of 
the brethren could not lay any thing to their charge. 
Thus they were delivered from his power, and tran^ 
lated into the kingdom of Code's dear Son ; and they 
testified this by adhering to the w(H'd of truth. They 
believed that whatever Christ had therein pi'omised^he 
would fulfil to them, and they bore their testimony to 
their being safe in depending upon his W(>rd in the most 
trying circumstances. They would not give it up what* 
ever they lost for trusting to it: nay, they stuck. sted^ 
fastly to its truth, although it cost them tneir lives for 
maintaining their testimony ; for it is said of them, 
^^ they loved not their lives unto the death,^ that is, they 
loved the truth more than life, they were not afraid 
publicly to own^ that their trust and confidence was in 
the blood of the Lamb, and they believed they should 
be infinite and everlasting gainers by holding fast the 
word of their testimony unto death. And the Lord 
was with theni) and mightily strengthened them, so that 
they joyfully sealed their testimony with their Uood, al-i 
though they died in flames, and in the most exquisite 
torments. Thus they overcame Satan. A most noble 
company of those conquerors are now standing round 
the throne of the Lamb, enjoying his exceeding great 
and precious promises : h^ has crowned them with glory 
—he has clothed them with robes washed and madle 
white in his own blood-— he has wiped 4way all tears 
from their eyes, and taken all cause of sorrow from their 
hearts — ^he nas put palms into their hands to shew that 
^hey are eternal conquerors^ and that they shall stand 
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confirmed in Uiss for ever and ever. May thou and I, 
reader, ere long, join them ; and 'until that happy time 
eome, may our faith be daily m<»re estaUished in the 
blood and, righteousness of the Lamb of God, that we 
may be growing in our love to him, and in our d^)end« 
«nce upon him, undl he admit us to see him as he is. 

Through much exercise and fighting these young 
men, strong and mighty in the scriptures, grow up to 
be fathers in Christ ; whose character is thus drawn by 
the apostle Johuy 1 Epis. ii. '14. ** I have written 
^^ unto you fathers, because ye have known him that iis 
^^ from the beginning," namely Jesus Christ, whose 
«ti]e and title it is to be from the be^nning, as he him. 
5elf speaks in Prov. viii. 22, 23. " The Lord possessed 
** me in the beginning of his way, before his works of 
*** old. I was set up from everlasting, from the begin- 
•* ning, or ever the earth was." He was a person in the 
'Godhead, oo-equal and co-eternal with the Father, but 
was set up in his office-character from everlasting to the 
beginning of the ways and work^ of God. Upon ac- 
•«ount of what he was to do and suffer in man^s nature 
according to the grace of the covenant of the ever 
blessed Trinity, he was the Creator, and is the Pre- 
server of the universe ; for by him were all things 
x^reated that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, and by him all things subsist ; and 
-he is the beginning, the first cause of all things in na- 
ture, and also in grace, the head of the body the church. 
In the same manner our Lord speaks of himself. Rev. 
i. 1. " I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was^ and 
which is to come, the Almighty." He is in and from 
the beginning, being the first cause of all the divine 
works m creation, in providence, and in redemption, the 
Author and the Finisher, the First and the Last in all, 
which shews the great propriety of describing him here 
by this name. The aposue is treating of the highest 
state of a believer, and he says it coninsts in knowing, 
that Jesus Christ is all and in all. Whatever good 
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there is in bi6 kingdom of nature, from him it had its 
beginning, and by him it is jureserved : whatever good 
there is in his kingdom of grace, he is the author of it^ 
by his power it is continued, and when brought to per* 
fection he is the finisher. He is the beginning, he is 
the ending of ail the counsels, and of an the works of 
God In this light these fathers had learned to con* 
sider the Lord Jesus : they knew that he was to do all 
for them, and in them, and by them^ they not only 
knew it speculatively, but had also experimental know« 
led^ of it *^ Ye have known him that is from the be« 
^^ ginning,''^ have known him, and tried him, and found 
him to be what his name signifies. Aad this is the right 
knowledge of Christ-^not such as the devil has; he 
could say, I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of 
•God— not such as too many nominal Christians have, 
who profess that they know God, but in works they 
deny him-^not )5uch as many professors attain, for 
whom it had been better not to have known th^ way of 
righteousness than after they bad known it to turn 
from it These fathers knew Christ by the inward 
teaching of his Word and Sprit, whereby he made 
himself known to thenn as he does not to others. Fas 
he fulfilled to them the great promise of the new cove- 
nant — ^* I will give them a heart to know me, that I 
^^ am the Lord, and they shall be my people^ and I will 
^* be their God," Jer. xxiv, 7, The covenant is wdl 
ordered in all things and siu*e, particularly with respect 
to the quickening of the soul from a death in treqiasses 
and sins, and to the renewing of its faculties, that they 
may be capable of knowing God, and to the eidighten*' 
ing them, that the Ught of the glorious gospel of Christ 
may sMne unto them, even.unto the heart, enlivening it 
with holp and heavenly affection to the person, to the 
offices, and to the glories of the blessed ImmanueL 
Whereby the believer, thus taught of God to know \ 

him aright, can now trust him, h<^ in him, and love 
him^j which graces are strengthened from the consider- 
ation of God^s standing related to him as his coy** 
VoIh L n 
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nant-God, and of his being one of God^s redeemed 
people ; Arom which relations he has a right to, and by 
faith may enjoy every oovenant-mercy in time, and shall 
be a partaker of them all in eternity. This is tlie 
knowledge^ concerning which so many and such great 
things are spoken in scripture, and which St. John 
says these fathers had received : they had attained by 
the Spirit of Wisdom and revelation to that knowledge 
of Christ, which is life eternal ; and the same Spirit 
enabled ihem to be continually growing and increasing 
in the knowledge of Christ. As he shines more clearly 
into their hearts, he dicovers to them more of their 
wants. He makes them better acquainted with them- 
' selves, and lets them feel more of the workings of their - 
corrupt nature, and of their own entire helplessness. 
Thus by his light they see degpOT into that mystery of 
iniquity, which is in them, and!^they grow in the sense 
and experience of it, all their lives. Day by day some 
failing, short coming, infirmity or temptation leads them 
to more lowly and humbling views of themselves, and 
brings them fresh discoveries of their fallen and helpless 
state. While they attend to what is passing in their 
own breasts, every moment something will be speaking 
for Christ—" Without me ye can do nothing.'* It is 
this abiding sense of their wants, and faith in his pro- * 
raises to supply them, which lead them to be constantly 
looking unto Jesus. Many wants do not discourage 
them, for his promises are as many as their wants can 
be — ^nor great wants, for he has given them exceeding 
great promises-— nor continual wants, for he has pro- 
mised them grace every moment. As they grow in the 
knowledge of themselves, they see more need of living 
upon Christ in the several .offices, which he sustains. 
The daily experience which they have of th^ own ig- 
norance, and sinfulness and helplessness endear to them 
their divine Prophet, Priest, and King. The con- 
tinual sense of their want of him makes them glad to live 
in a settled fixed dependence upon his fulness, and to 
•be always receiving out of it. They would not live 
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otherwise if they could. They know that their dear 
Saviour will manage better for them than they could 
for themselves. He has taken their affairs spiritual and ' 

temporal into his hands, and he can make no mistakes. 
His infinite love is guided by unerring wisdom*, and its 
blessings are bestowed by almighty power. Happy for 
them, they and theirs are under the care of this best of 
friends. They know it, and are sensible of their happi- . 
ness. Daily experience brings them fresh proofs of the 
love and power of Jesus ; which makes them wish for 
more, still more faith, that they may glorify their 
blessed Saviour by trusting him more. However, in 
this they are growmg, increasing day by day in their 
knowledge of the salvation, and gaming a closer ac- 
quaintance and fellowship with the person of God their 
Saviour, until thev come to see him as he is. 

This is the character of those believers who are sted- 
fast in the faith, and are become fathers, able now to 
teach others also. They have attained to that know- 
ledge of Christ which is life eternal, and they are daily 
pressing forward. What they already know of him in- 
creases their desire to know more. And by being always 
conversant with him, (for without him they can do 
nothing) they have continual opportunities of making 
new discovenes. In him are laid up treasures of every 
thing that is great and good. His riches are unsearch- 
able, infinite and eternal. There is no coming to the 
end of them. Believers are persuaded of it, and there* 
fore they try to dig deep into this golden mine. It is 
all theirs. The farther they go, the more is their faith 
strengthened, and the more precious Christ becomes : 
for they find such an excellency in the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus their Lord, that their souls hunger and 
thirst to know more of him. The more they attain, 
the more the appetite increases, and nothing can per- 
fectly satisfy it, but the full enjoyment of Christ in 
flory, when they shall know, even as also they are 
nown. Till that blessed tune come, they will be 
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growing in grace, and in the knowledge ot God their 
Saviour. 

This is the distinguishing mark of these fathers, they 
are pressing forwarcL They have not yet attained to 
the perfect knowledge of Christ, but they are going on 
to perfection : and they make an happy progress. God 
meets them in and blesses the means, wliich he has ap. 
pointed for their daily growth. In those he requires 
them to depend and to wait upon him, and he gives 
them clearer discoveries of the adorable person, and of 
the gracious offices of the Lord Christ, and thereby en- 
ables them to liv<e more by faith upon him, for all things 
belonging to their temporal, their spiritual, and their 
eternal concerns. These particulars will include the 
principal acts of the life of faith, and while we take a 
short view of them, may every page, reader, be made 
the means of increasing and strengthening thy faith in 
the Lord Jesus. 

' First, they grow in the knowledge of his person, 
which is altogether wonderful ; so that they can never 
come to the end of his perfections, nor to eternity can 
they shew forth all his praise ; for he is God and man 
in one Christ— Jehovah incarnate — Immanuel, God 
with us. This is the great mystery of godliness, God 
manifested in the flesh : in which he came amongst us, 
that he might be the second Adam, who is the Lord 
from heaven ; that as the first Adam by sin had ruined 
all those who are bom of him after the flesh, so the 
second Adam might save all those who are bom of him 
after the Spirit. And for this end he has all power in 
heaven and earth committed to him, he has all fulness, 
ea the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in him, that 
e might be the head of the body the church, and that 
out of his fulness his members might be receiving grace 
in time and glory in eternity. Of this divine. Person all 
the prophets have spoken since the world began ; and 
what they have Spoken in many words the apostle sums 
up in a short description, Col. i. 15, &c. where he is 
treating of that Person in the Godhead, who covenants 
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ed to come into the world to save sinners ; *^ who is the 
image of the invisible God, the. first-bom of every 
creature; for by him were all things created that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and in- 



'* visible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or 
•* principalities or powers, all things were created by 






him and for him, and he is before all things, and by 
him all things consist. - And he is the Head of the 
body the church, who is the beginning, the first-born 
^' from the dead, that in all things he might have the 
^^ pre-eminence, for it pleased the Father that in . him 
*' should all fulness dwell.^ In which words these three 
glorious truths are declared of Christ Jesus ; first, that 
he created all things visible and invisible ; secondly, 
that he upholds them all by the word of his power ; 
thirdly, that he has redeemed unto himself a peculiar 
people through his own blood, who are his church, and 
he IS to them what the head is to the body, the head 
of authority, the first in rank and dignity, and the head 
of influence, from whom life and motion and sense are 
communicated to all his members : for in him they live 
and move and have their being. In all things he is 
first, or has the pre-eminence, he is Jehovah the Creator 
and the Preserver of all things, Jehovah incarnate, the 
Head of his church, and the Saviour of the body. This 
is the blessed object of faith : and what can there be 
conceived beautiful, useful, or happy, what excel- 
lency is there or perfection, which is not in its highest 
degree in this most adorable God-man ? What can a 
believer want, what can his heart desire, which is not 
here treasured up for his use ? Here is a Surety per- 
fectly qualified, as man to act and suffer for man, as 
God to merit infinitely and eternally by what he did 
and suffered, and as God-man he has now all fulness of 
wisdom, and righteousness and holiness, and strength, 
and every thing needful for his people's happiness. 
Whither then should they go, but to him for every 
grace and blessing 9 And to him they do repair, accord- 
ing to the command"— ^^ Look unto me and be ye 
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<< saved all the ends of the earth,*" Isa. xlv. S2. The 
promise to them who are looking unto him, is very ex- 
tensive— ^< My God shall supply all your need accord- 
•* ing to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus," Phil. iv. 
]9* By him thev expect a continual supply of all their 
theytemporal and spiritual needs, and therefore on him 
-would have their eyes ever fixed, looking unto Jesus. 
While by futh their eyes are kept steady upon him, 
they will be discovering something new in this wonder- 
ful God-man, and receiving something out of his fulnessr, 
to strengthen their hopes, and to inflame their affections. 
He will grow more lovely in their sight, fresh beauties 
will discover themselves, new words of delight will ap- 
pear : for all the glories of heaven and earth shine iii 
their fullest lustre in his person. The believer sees 
them at present : for by faith he can €ee him that is 
invisible, and although he has not such a perfect vision, 
as they have who standing round his throne see him 
face to face, yet he hopes to enjoy it soon ! and he has 
even now this peculiar pleasure in viewing the glories 
of his God and Saviour, that he can truly say of him 
" this is my Beloved, and my Friend," here I fix, and 
on him I rest ; I want to look no where else for any 
good, since it all meets and centres in one object : for 
It hath pleased the Father and the eternal Spirit, that 
all fulness should dwell in the Son of God, and he is 
my beloved Saviour, and my dearest Friend; he is 
the Chief among ten thousand in my affection, yea he 
is altogether lovely. The more I hve by faith upon 
him, the more I love him : for I experience such tender 
compassion in his heart, and such a kind concern for 
me and my interest, that the love of Christ constrains 
me to love him again. He endears his person to me 
by continual favours. I do love him, but not so much 
as he deserves. I would increase, and abound more 
and more in love to him, as his mercies increase and 
abound to me ; but a grateful sense of them, and love 
to him for them are his own gifts, for which, as well as 
for his mercies, I must be content to be indebted ta 
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.him for ever and ever. Lord shed more of thy preci- 
ous love abroad in my heart ; enlarge it in true affec- 
tion to thee, and make all that is within me bless thy 
holy name* 

Reader, stop a little here, and consider : Art thou 
one of these believers ?. Hast thou a warm heart for the 
person of Christ ? Dost thou see in him, and in its 
highest degree every thing that is lovely, and art thou 
growing and abounding in love to him ? If this be thy 
present happiness, thou wilt find many powerful motives 
to increase it in the 45th and 4^d Psalms. Read them, 
and see whether thou canst so mix faith with what is 
said in them of the incarnate God, as to conclude with 
David — " Whom have I in heaven, but thee, and there 
" is none upon earth, that I desire besides thee.'' If 
thy heart be thus enamoured with his love, then thou 
hast got a key to the book of Canticles ; for thou art 
the spouse of Christ, Mayest thou experience what is 
therem said of the glories of thy heavenly Bridegroom, 
and mayest thou grow in love to his adorable Person, 
by finding continual tokens of his love to l^hy soul in 
tne several offices, which he sustains for the dispensing 
of his favours. In these offices he is always endearing 
himself to his people. And this is the 

Second thing, whereby the fathers in Christ grow in 
the knowledge of him. There is not a want, which sin 
has brought upon believers, but there is an office in 
Christ, where it may be supplied ; ^nd the sense and 
feeling of that want, leading them to trust in him upon 
the warrant of his word and promise, will certainly 
bring them a supply in the hour of need.* His offices 
are many, but they may be all included in these five- 
He is the Saviour, the Prophet, the Priest, the King, 
and the Advocate of his people. 

The Saviour, Jesus, a dear name, descriptive of his 
infinite grace, and sweetly suited to the sinner's wants. 
Whatever pollution or guilt he has contracted, whatever 
misery he deserves to suffer in time or in eternity, Jesus 
is Jehovali, almighty to save him : for he was called 

» 4f 
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JesnSj because he was to save his people from their sins. 
Whatever they stand in need of to make them happy^ 
ivisdom, righteousness, holiness, comfort or strength, it 
is all in the fulness of Jesus, freely promised, and by 
faith received, as it is -written, " Ye are saved freely 
** by grace through faith," and saved for ever r for Jesus 
is the Author of eternal salvation. The spirits of just 
men made perfect in glory, are said to be crying with a 
Joud voices—" Salvation to our God, who sitteth upon 
*' the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever.'' So 
that the name Jesus is dear and precious to the saints 
in heaven ; they are happily employed in ascribmg the 
glory of their eternal salvation to tlie Lamb of God; 
And the believer has at present a part of their happi* 
ness ; for Jesus is the Saviour. He can trust him for 
all the promised blessings of his salvation, and live by 
faith upon him for the receiving them. As every mo« 
ment some of them are wanted^ so the Saviour's love in 
bestowing them is more experienced ; faith in him is 
thereby strengthened^ mid love to him increased.. And 
these graces will be continually growings while the be- 
liever views the state of guilt and misery, from which 
Jesus has saved him, the state of safety in which he has. 
placed him, and the blessings which he has promised 
him in life and death and in eternity. Must not such a 
Saviour becwne more precious for continuing day by 
day such free and unmerited benefits ? And who can re- 
ceive them, sen:Mble of his unworthiness, without rejoic-, 
ing in such a salvation, and admiring and adoring the 
goodness of the Saviour? Gh most blessed Jesus, in- 
crease the faith of thy people,, that they may glorify 
thee more by dcpendmg upon thee for all the promised 
blessings of thy salvation* Teach them how to do this 
as the great 

Prophet of the house of God. This is another of 
his gracious offices, suited to the ignorance of his peo- 

{)le : for when sin separated them from God, they then, 
ost the light of life, and had no means left in their owa 
power to discover God and the things of God^ Heax 
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what two infallible witnesses say to thi» fact — " There 
<* is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh 
" after God.'' Mind, here is no exception, the prophet 
knew not one ; neither did the apostle — " All the Gen-* 
*' tiles had the understanding darkened, being alienated 
" from the life of God through the ignorance that is ii| 
** them, because of the blindness of their hearts.*" To 
man in this state of ignorance what could be so suitable 
as a prophet ? And what prophet like him, who being 
God is possessed of infinite wisdom, and being God- 
man has that infinite wisdom for his people'^s use ? He 
was made unto them wisdom, that by his divine teach- 
ing he might enlighten their understandings, and by 
leaditig them into all truth, might make themVise unto 
salvation. He begins his teaching with discovering to 
them their ignorance, which is a hard lesson to learn^ 
but he uses such mildness and gentleness with his au.- 
thority, that by degrees he subdues their pride and 
makes them willing to sit at his feet to hear his words. 
This is the humble posture of all his true disciples. 
They receive him by faith for their teacher, convinced 
that without him they can learn nothing which belongs 
to their peace, and having been for some time under 
his teaching, they grow more sensible of their want of it. 
He discovers to them more of their ignorance, and 
thereby brings them to a closer dependence upon him 
for wisdom. And that is the way they rise in his school. 
Whoever is the most humble and teachable, he is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. The abiding sense 
of his standing in need of the divine Prophet every mo- 
ment makes him the highest scholar. And the Lord 
keeps him in this dependent state, waiting up6n him for 
his continual instruction, in hearing and reading the 
word, and in prayer for the enlightening Spirit to make 
the word effectual. The great Prophet could teach 
without these means, but he has commanded us in the 
use of them to wait upon him : for in them he has pro- 
mised to meet and bless his pec^le, and for the fulfilling 
of this promise they wait«. ChrisCs presence they look 
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for in the use of all means, and they find it He teaches 
them how liable they are to err, now little they know, 
how soon they forget, and thus they grow in a depen- 
dence upon, and in love to their divine Teacher. And 
as all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are in him, 
and they can know at present but in part, they therefore 
will be waiting upon him for more, still more knowledge, 
and he answers his character, he teaches them wisdom. ^ 
He shews them dangers, discovers to them the devices 
of Satan, guards them against the errors and heresies 
of the day, makes manifest the snares of the world, and 
in all respects fulfils to them the offices of an infallible 
prophet : for he keeps them from resting upon any false 
foundation, and enaoles them to build all their hopes 
of acceptance with God upon the atonement made by 
the high 

Priest of our profession Christ Jesus. This is his 
chief office. He is our Prophet to teach us our guilty 
helpless state, and to bring us to rely upon him to save 
us from it, by being our Priest AH we have sinned, 
and have incurred the pains and penalties due to sin. 
We are all justly liable to the suf^rings and death, to 
the curse and to the separation from God, threatened in 
his law to (rangressors, and we have no means in our 
own power to escape them. How full then of grace and 
love was the heart of our blessed Immanuel, that he 
would vouchsafe to be a priest to offer gifts and sacri- 
fices for sin ? His ^fts were infinitely precious— rhe gave 
himself for us, the gift of his^ eternal God-head, the gift 
of his immaculate manhoedf, body and soul, in which he 
obeyed perfectly, and so magnified the law, that it may 
be eternally honourable in admitting those, who have 
sinned, into heaven^— the gift of his prevailing prayer 
for all that shall believe in him to the end of the world 
—and the gift of his body and soul to be once ofiered 
for sin, in Uie place and in the stead of sinners, as it is 
written, " He sufiered once for sins the just for the 
*< unjust that he might bring us unto God— He died 
^ for our sins aiccordmg to the scriptures— He was made 
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'^ a curse for us, that he might redeem us from the curse 
" of the law, and that we who sometimes were afar off 
might be made nigh by his blood, and might through 
him have access by one Spirit unto the Father." In 
these most precious gifts, in this everlasting meritorious 
Sacrifice consists the office of our divine priest ; and 
upon him the believer rests. He is enabled upon this 
foundation to build all his hopes of acceptance. The 
great atonement made by Jesus^ obedience unto death 
is all his salvation, and all his desire-— all his salvation : 
for he looks no where else, but to Jesus and him cruci- 
fied : he depends upon nothing else to save him from 
suffering and death, from the curse of the law, and from 
being eternally separated from God. And this is all 
his desire — to get a closer acquaintance, and more in- 
timate communion with the crucified Jesus. This is 
his one study and delight — I have determined, says he, 
to know nothing but Jesus, by whom I have now re- 
ceived the atonement. God forbid that I should glory, 
except in the cross of my Lord Jesus Christ. I would 
look upon all other things as dross and dung, compared 
to the excellency of the Knowledge of that one offering, 
by which he hath perfected for ever them that are sanc-p 
tified. In this his priestly office, bleeding and dying 
for me, he is beyond description, beyond conception, 
full of grace and truth ; and daily he becomes more 
lovely in mine eyes. As I discover more of the ex^ 
ceeding sinfulness of my heart and life, my meritorious 
Priest, grows more dear to me : I rest more safely on 
his atonement, satisfied of its infinite sufficiency to bring 
me near to God. And finding my faith and hopes es- 
tablished in it, and through it a free access to the Fa- 
ther, Jesus the sacrificed Lamb of God becomes day- 
by day more precious to my heart. His blood and 
righteousness are the continual rejoicing of my soul. 
On ! how happy am I in this my royal Priest i for 
now even now have I redemption in his blood, the for- 
giveness of sins— I am safe from the* destroying angel 
imder the blood of sprinkling, and I have also boloness 
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to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus. Daily 
do I experience more of the riches of his grace^ com- 
£>rting^ strengthening, and sanctifying me through faith 
in his. most precicHis Uood.. Throu^ this he saves me 
from hell, through this he bestows upon me heaven, and 
for this shall be my song of everlasting praise i Unto 
him w£o hath thus exceedingly loved me, and hath 
washed me from my sins in his own blood, and hath 
made me, the vilest of sinners, a king and a priest (a* 
mazing grace) unto God and his Father ; to him be- 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen, 

These are the breathings of the believing soul,, now 
become well-grounded upon the atonement, and living 
upon the priestly office of the Lord Jesus Christ,, for 
peace and joy, and expecting to be established in thenv 
continually by his power, which makes another of his 
offices necessary t tar some corruption or enemy,^ temp^ 
tation or trouble, will be always trying to draw the eye 
of faith from looking unto Jesus tlie High Priest of our 

Erofession : and such is the beUever^s helplessness^ that 
e could not be fixed a moment, was not Jesus a priest 
upon his throne, almighty to make all his enemies his. 
footstool, and to rule m and over his people as their 

KING. In this relation he exceedingly endears him- 
self to them : for they are in themselves weak and help- 
less. They are without strength to resist the least temp- 
tation, or to overcome the weakest enemy. They can-^ 
not of themselves subdue one corruption, or get the' 
victory over a single lust Neither can they perform 
one act of spiritual life. They cannot make nor keep* 
themselves alive to God by any power of their own : 
&r without Christ they can do nothing. Most merci- 
fully then is his kingly office suited to their weakness. 
He is the great king over all' the earth, as God ; but 
he has a peculiar rule in and over believers as God-man,, 
the Head of the body the church '^ to which he is con- 
nected by as close and near a bond, as the members of 
the body are with' the head. He is the first in dignity^ 
•a the. head is, and in all things has the pre-eminence ;; 



■|^i>-V«^MW««^M««OTW^|i 



LIFE OF FAITH. 85 

and what tlie natural head is to its members, the same 
he is to the members of his spiritual body : for he is 
the Head, from which all the body, by joints and bands,, 
having nourishment ministered, and knit together, in-, 
creaseth with the increase of God. And for the mi. 
nistering of proper nourishment and influence ta hi» 
members, he has all power in heaven and earth in his 
hand. He is. the Lcxrd God omnipotent, whose king* 
dom ruleth over all. It i& not an outward thing, like 
the kingdoms of the world ; but, says he, the kingdon^ 
iE>f God is within you*. He sets it up within, in the 
hearts of his people, and there he sways the sceptre of 
his grace, subdumg all the evils within, and conquering 
all the enemie'fi; without, by his almighty arm.. He takes 
them and theirs under bis royal protection, and ina- 
nages aU their matters for them, imtil he bring them by 
his power unto eternal salvation. The power is his ;, 
but by faith, it becomes theirs. When they find them* 
selves helpless and without strength,, then they look up 
to him to make thenr strong in the Lord, and by faita 
rest upon his promised strength, and thereby receive* 
whatever degree of it is needful at that time- Thus- 
they live by faith upon their almighty king^ and they 
glcMify him by trustii^ in him for strength. By daily 
experience they become more sensible of their weakness^ 
and learn to hve more out of themselves upon him». 
They find the safety, the comfort of this. They see it 
is far better for them to be dependent upon Christ, that 
his power may rest upon them, than that they should 
be strong in themselves : and thereforethey rejoice^ they 
take pleasure in their own weakness, because it illus- 
trates and magnifies the power of Christ,, who does all 
for them,, and in them. 

Hear one of these happy believers thusdescribing his- 
case : I was caught up, says he, into tfie third heavens^ 
into paradise, and I heard there unspeakable words^ 
which it is not possible for a man to utter; and Test I 
should be exalted above measure, through the abun-^ 
dance of the Revelationj9> there was given to me a thorn 
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in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
should be exalted above measure ; for this thing I be- 
sought the Lord thrice that he would take it away from 
me. And he said unto me. My grace is sufficient for 
thee— My grace is sufficient to sanctify this cross ; and 
to support thee under it ; it will be n)r my glory and 
for thy ^;ood it should be continued: because my 
strength is made perfect in weakness — The weaker thou 
art, the more will thy strength be magnified in bearing 
thee up, until faith and patience have dieir perfect work. 
This divine answer from my Lord and king satisfied 
me, and I have for fourteen years had sweet experience 
of the truth of it. I am a witness to the all-sufficiency 
of Jesus^ grace; but never have I found so much of it, 
as when I have been the most helpless in myself; and 
therefore most gladly will I glory in my infirmities and 
weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me, 
that his power may be continually glorified by my con- 
tinually depending upon him for it ; and that I may 
have fresh evidence of Christ^s power working mightily 
in me. Since the Lord is thus become my strength, I 
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, m necessities, 
in persecutions, in distresses for Chrisf s sake, in what- 
ever I suffer for him and his cause : for when I am 
weak then am I strong — weak in myself, strong in the 
Lord ; stronger in him the more sensible I am of my 
own weakness, and then strongest of all, when finding I 
can do nothing, I live by faith upon him to do all for 
me. In this state of weakness and dependence I glory, 
I take perfect pleasure in it; because it honours tne 
kingly office of my Lord Christ, and makes it plain to 
myself and others, that he keeps me every moment by 
his mighty power : for since I can do nothing, the ex- 
cellency of the power which does all in me and by me, 
appears evidently to be of God, and not of man. 

Reader, is not this an happy case ? Is not that man 
blessed whose strength is in the Lord, and who can say 
in faith. Surely in the Lord have I strength? And 
what hinders thee from being as strong in the Lord as 
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Paul was ? Thou hast the same promises, the same 
God and Saviour to fulfil them ; and, for thy greater 
encouragement to live upon him by faith, for the fulfil, 
ling of them to thee, he has another office, in which he 
condescends to be thy 

ADVOCATE, freely to take thy cause in hand, and 
to see it carried in the court of heaven. In this charac- 
ter he would represent. himself, as having undertaken 
to answer all charges against thee from whatever quar- 
ter they come, and to obtain for thee every blessing 
promised in his word, and for which thou appliest to 
him by faith in the time of need. In this amiable light 
he would have thee to consider him as thy daysman, to 
whom being thy Saviour and thy Friend, thou mayest 
safely refer thy cause, as the Mediator between God 
and man, who will transact all thy matters for thee with 
the Father, and as thy Intercessor, who appears in the 
presence of God for thee, that every blessing of his sal« 
vation may be thine. Under these names the scripture 
describes the advocateship of the Lord Christ, which 
office he sustains for thy sake, to encourage thee to 
come with boldness to the throne of his grace. Thou hast 
a friend there, who is bound by his word, and also by 
his office, to see that thou want no manner of thing 
which is good ; and although all things seem to make 
against tnee, and thou canst find no human means of 
obtaining the promised good, which thou wantest, then 
look up to the Lord Jesus. Thou wilt glorify him at 
such a time, if thou canst trust in his intercession, and 
if the workings of thy faith be such as these-*- 

Although I am less than the least of God^s mercies, 
a vile sinner, and to this moment an unprofitable ser- 
vant, deserving for my very best works and duties to 
be punished with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord ; yet glory be to his infinite grace, I 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
Rightebus, and he is the Propitation for my sins. All 
the blessings which he has promised to give his dear 
people, as their Saviour, their Prophet, Priest and King^ 
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he is my Advocate with the Father to obtain for me. 
^-*A righteous Advocate, who asks nothing but what 
he has a right to,: and who never asks in vain. It hath 
pleased the Father, that all fulness should dwell in the 
Head of the body, the church, and it pleaseth him that 
die members should, from the fulness of their Head, 
receive abundantly all the influence they want ; for the 
Father himself loveth them, and out of his infinite love 
gave his Son to be their head, that he might M all in 
all of them. What then may not I expect from such 
an Advocate with such a Father P Already have I re- 
ceived so much that I know Jesus appears in the pre- 
sence of God for me» I can tru^ my cause in his hands. 
He has taught me to leave all my matters to his ma- 
nagement, and I desire more simply to resign them up to 
him. I find every thing goes on well which is left to 
his direction, and nothing miscarries but what I under- 
take without him. Oh for more faith ! The Lord inr 
crease it, that my precious Ad vocate may be more glo- 
rified by my trusting him more, and that he may have 
all the honour of conducting my affairs, spiritual and 
temporal, in earth and heaven, in time and m eternity ;. 
Even so be it Lord Jesus. 

After the believer has been taught thiis ta trust the 
Lord Christ, and to expect that grace which in his se- 
veral offices he is engaged to give, then his conversation 
will be well ordered : and as he daily grows in faith 
and dependence upon Christ, he will walk more in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost l his outward as well as 
inward matters, will come under the influence of grace, 
and will be left to the direction and government of the 
Lord Jesus, which is another excellency of the life of 
faith,, and which renders it infinitely preferable to any 
ether way of living. 

The state of the case is^ this : Christ has'all power in 
heaven and earth given unto him. As God-man he 
has a mediatorial kingdom, which ruleth over all created 
beings and things; for they subsist by the word of his 
power^ and are upheld by his providence^ so that what* 
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ever, in^ his infinke love and wisdom, he sees best for 
his people, he is almighty to bestow it on them. They 
can want no promised good, nor suffer any outward 
evil ; but he is able to give the one, and to deliver from 
the other. Their wants are many, their sufferings great- 
Sin has brought disorder upon the whole creation. The 
outward state of man in the world is full of misery,, 
not only following him, but also in him, in his 'very 
frame, and constitution.-— Pain, sickness, mortality ia 
his body, emptiness in his enjovments, disappointments^ 
losses, worldlv cares, something or otlier m body or 
estate troubhng him; for man i» bom to trouble. 
What manner of love then is this, that God our Savi- 
our would take these things under his government, and 
manage them for the good of his people, whom he would 
have to be happy in him in this world, as well as in the 
next. He has given them many great and precious pro- 
mises relating to the life that now is, and he is faithful 
who hath ]^romised to supply their earthly wants, to 
sanctify their sufferings, and to make all things work 
together under him for their good. He has kindly un- 
dertaken their temporal, as well as their spiritual conv 
cerns ; for nothins; jvas left out of the covenant ofgrace^. 
It was ordered in all things. The outward state and 
condition of believers, their poverty or riches, health or 
sickness, trial^bf every kind, how great they should be, 
how long theyt should continue, are all appointed and 
unalterably fixed ; nothing left for chance to do. When 
the Lord God determined to bring many sons unto, 
glory through Christ Jesus, the means by which he in- 
tended to bring them unto that end, were in his pur« 
pose, as well as the end itself: therefore all thii^ were 
ordered and made sure, even to the very hairs of their 
head ; for they are all numbered. What a continual 
source of comfort is this to believers ? Their present 
happiness is provided for as well as their eternal, in the 
covenant of grace. God is become their God, has made 
himself known to them in this covenant-relation, an4 
has thereby bound himself to^ve whatever he sees wiU 
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be the best for them. But because he knoweth their 
frame, iqid how apt they are, under hard and long 
trials of faith, to be discouraged, he has therefore made 
them many sweet temporal promises for their support 
Lest they should be weary and faint in their mmds, 
he has engaged to deliver them from all evil, ^^ Many 
*^ are the affictions of the righteous, but the Lord de* 
«* livereth them out of them all," Psal. xxxiv. 19. He 
delivers two ways, either by entirely removing the af- 
fliction, or by changing its nature; for he takes the 
curse out of it, and turns it into a real* blessing, he 
makes it the means of increasing faith and patience, 
sweetens it with a sense of his presence, and demon- 
strates that it comes from love, by its increasing love to 
him in the heart of the righteous. This is the best de- 
liverance, as one of the greatest sufferers for Christ wit- 
nesses, who, upon the mention of his afflictions, declares : 
** Out of them all the Lord delivered me,'' by saving 
me from the evil that was in them, and by makmg them, 
yield the peaceable fruit of righteousness. 

The Lord has also enga^d to bestow upon believers 
all good : " They that seek the Lord shall not want 
•* any good thing," Psal. xxxiv. 10. Their loving 
Shepherd will see that they lack nothing, no good thing 
will he with-hold from them. To the same purpose 
are the promises in the New-Testamei^, Mat. vi. SS. 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and hii$ righteousness, 
and ail these things, food and raiment, and all neces- 
saries, shall be added unto you. I your God and Sa-^ 
viour give you my word for it ; trust me, and you 
shall never want. With confidence, did he believe it, 
who said to the Philippians, iv. 19. " My God shall 
** supply ALL your need, according to his riches in glory 
" by Christ Jesus.'' . What a powerful motive is here 
for the strengthening of our faith, that be our wants 
ever so many, ever so great, our God has engaged to 
supply them all ! We may boldly then cast all our care 
upon him, since he careth for us, and may rest assured 
of his managing our whole outward estate, infinitely 
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better than we could for ourselves. What trouble, 
what burdens shall we be hereby eased of ! What peace 
of mind shall we enjoy, when we can give up all our 
temporal concerns into the Lord^s hands, and by faith 
see them all conducted for our good, by his infi- 
nite wisdom and almighty love ! Blessed surely is the 
man who thus putteth his trust in the Lord his God. 
He is; delivered from the anxious care of getting, and 
from the fear of losing what he has got : he is easy 
about the present, the future he leaves to the Lord : 
his conversation is without covetousness, and he is 
content with such things as he has, and thereby he es- 
capes thousands of the common troubles of life. In 
this sweet peace he enjoys his soul, because the Lord 
has said to him — " I will never leave thee nor forsake 
" thee,^ in any state, in any want, or in any distress 
—I will be ever with thee to turn all things, seem they 
ever so afflicting, into real blessings. Trusting to this 
word, which cannot be broken, he may boldy say. The 
Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall 
do unto me : let the world persecute me, my trade fail, 
poverty pinch me, sickness pain me, friends leave me, 
and all outward comforts forsake me, nevertheless I am 
a happy man. The Lord Christ is my portion, my all- 
sufficient-portion still, and these things, being of his 
appointment, are for the best. I find them so, glory 
be to him. He makes them the means of weaning me 
from the world, deadening the old man of sin, bringing 
me to a more intimate acquaintance with himself, and 
to a greater experience of his goodness to my soul ; 
whereby he enables me to trust all things for time and 
for eternity in his hands, who hath said unto ^ne, and 
faithful is he that hath spoken, who also will do it, ^' I 
** will never leave thee nor forsake thee."" 

But some may say. Are there any persons who lives 
thus above the world, freed from its cares and fears, 
and troubles ? Yes, thanks be to God for his unspeaka- 
ble gift. He has promised to make all things to work 
together for good to them that love him, and he haa 
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had witnesses ia every age of his faithfuhiess in fulfill- 
ing his promises. lUad that little book of martyrs, 
Hebrews xi. and you will see how happy they were 
in God, not only in prosperity, but also when all the 
world was against them. Great were the triumphs of 
their faith.. They chose to suiFer affliction rather than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season ; they es* 
teemed the reproach of Christ, and set more value upon 
it than upon riches and honours. And we have a 
great cloud of witnesses in the New-Testament, who 
rejoiced that they were accounted worthy to suffer 
shame for the name of Christ, who blessea their revil- 
crs, prayed for their persecutors, and took joyfully the 
spoiling of their gooas. Hear one of them speaking 
the sentiments of the rest : ^^ I account all things but 
•' loss, for the excell«icy of the knowledfi^e of Christ 
^* Jesus my Lord, for whom I have sumred the los» 
^^ of all things, and I do account them but dung, thai 
^ I may wia Christ.^ Still there are some among us 
^f PauPs mind. The Lord hath not left himself 
without witness. We have a few names, (may the 
Lord daily add to their number) who can trust all 
dieir temporal affairs in the hands of Christ, and wha 
find the happiness of having them in his management. 
He does all things well for them : what would make 
them unhappy he takes upon himself-*^^ cast thy burden 
^ on the Lord,^ says he, *' and he shall sustain thee,^ and 
he does sustain the weight of it, and thereby frees them 
from anxious care, and gives them sweet content, 'l^hey 
have enough, let them have ever so little of outward 
things, because they have got the Pearl of great price* 
Christ is theirs, and the Spirit of Christ enables them to 
make up all their happiness in him, and not in the things 
which perish in the using. Christ, with bread and 
water, is worth ten thousand worlds. Christ, with 
pain is better than the highest pleasures of sin. Christ, 
with all outward sufferings, is matter of present, and 
and of eternal joy. Surely these are the only happy 
people living. Reader, art thou not one of them ? Art 
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thon not a partaker of their happiness? If thou 'art a 
believer, it is thy privilege; thy title to it is good^ 
and thou enterest into possession by faith, and if it be 
S6 weak that thou art not so happy as they are, thou 
shouldest take shame to thyself for dishonouring God 
thy Saviour, for- robbing him of his glory before men, 
and for injuring thine own soul, by not committing all 
thy outward matters unto his guidance. What could 
he do more, than he has done, to encourage thee to 
leave them to him, that he might manage them for thee? 
He has given thee argument upon argument, promises 
in abundance, bonds which cannot be broken, immuta- 
ble things, in which it is impossible that God should lie 
to convince thee that thou m^yest safely trust in him 
for all temporal things which he knows will be for thy 
good. O pray then for more faith. Beg of the Lord 
to enable thee to walk more by faith, and less by sense, 
that thou mayest commit thy way entirely unto him, and 
he may direct all thy paths. The more thou trustest 
in him, the happier he will make thee. Therefore daily 
intreat him to deliver thee from taking any anxious 
thought for thy life, what thou shalt eat, or what thou 
shalt drink ; or yet for thy body what thou shalt put 
on. Since he knoweth thou hast need of all those 
things, and has sent thee to the fowls of the air, and 
to the grass of the field, to see what a rich provision 
he makes for them ; art thou not much better than 
they ? Oh ! pray still for the increase of faith, that all 
thy worldly matters being resigned, and given up into 
the hand of the Lord thy God, thou mayest be eased 
of many weights and burdens, and mayest run with 
more patience and joy the race that is set before thee. 
As these fathers in Christ learn by daily experience, 
to live more upon him for the bread that perisheth, so 
do they for the bread that endureth unto everlasting 
life. They attain to a fixed settled dependence upon 
Christ for the conducting of all things belonging to 
their state of grace, to their comfortable walk in it, and 
to their finishmg their course happily. They grow in 
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the knowl^ge of those blessed truths, are more ground- 
ed and better established in them, and these being re- 
ceived. and enjoyed by faith, do manifest the excellency 
of living by it above any other state, except that of 
glory. 

First, they are pardoned and accepted in the Belov- 
ed — In him partakers of every covenant-mercy; for 
he was made of God unto them wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption. His whole salvation is 
theirs. And this is their state of grace, into which he 
has brought them, and by faith put them into the pre- 
sent enjoyment of it. 

This was largely treated of before, but cannot be 
too much insisted upon, both because there is a growth 
in the knowledge of the covenant, and clearer evidence 
daily to be had of the believer'^s interest in it, and also 
because the love and wisdom and mercy in contriving, 
the power in executing, the grace in applying, the bles- 
sings of the covenant^ are all infinite. The height and 
depth, the length gtM breadth of those divine perfec- 
tions cannot be fully comprehended. They surpass 
knowledge ; so that if a behever knows a great deal of 
the way of salvation ; yet there is still more, far more 
to be known. So long as he lives he must be learning, 
waiting upon the divine Prophet for his inward teach- 
ing, and he will become more dependent upon him, the 
more be learns: for the wiser ne grows, the clearer 
views will he have of his having attmned as yet but 
little wisdom, which makes him press forward. He be- 
lieves that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
are laid up in Christ, and he longs for more knowledge 
of his gracious undertakings, of his adorable person, 
and of his full and free salvation. He follows on to 
know the Lord. He advances from one degree to ano- 
ther, from faith to faith, and is not satisfied with any 
discovery until that which is in part be done away, and 
he shall know even as also he is known. 

The believer, being thus satisfied that he is in a safe 
State, looks up to the Lord to keep him, and to enable 
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hiin to walk comfortably in it, which is another excel- 
lency of the life of faith. All things are well ordered i 
in the covenant for every step he is to take : all trea* ^ 
sured up in the fulness of Christ, and by faith received "^ 
out of it. The believer has many enemies opposing him 
in his way heaven-wards ; but in Christ he has strength 
sufficient to conquer them all, and does conquer them. 
His worst enemy, that gives him most uneasiness, is in- 
dwelling sin, which is never at rest like the troubled sea, 
always casting up some of its filthy motions and cor- 
ruptions ; so that when he is in prayer, it is ever try- 
ing to amuse and distract the mind with a thousand 
vain and idle thoughts, to weaken faith by its carpal 
reasonings and doubts, or when he is in any holy duty, 
it is ever present with him to hinder him from doing it 
so perfectly as he would. Over this enemy there is no 
victory but by faith. The old man of sin defies all 
strength, except that which is almighty, and therefore 
this the Lord has proqdised ; and these believers had 
experience of his faithfulness, whose iniquities he had 
pardoned, and who declared, Micah vii. 19. ^^ He will 
" subdue our iniquities." He will do it : He is en- 
gaged by promise, by office, it is his glory to save his 
people from the dominion of their sins. On him there* 
tore they depend for continual victory, and according to 
their faith so it is done unto them. While they fight 
agidnst sin, relying on the strength of their almighty 
King, they always conquer. His arm subdues the 
strongest lust : but if they attack the weakest without 
him, they are infallibly conquered. And this ha&so 
often happened to those fathers that know him that is 
from the beginning, that now they never dare go down 
to battle, but with their eyes upon the Lord. He has 
taught them to depend, wholly upon him for the cru- 
cifying of the old man of sin day by day, and in the 
power of his might, armies of lusts are made to flee 
before them. The captain of their salvation encourages 
them to fight on, not only by subduing sin in them, 
but also by making this the earnest of their having in 
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him an abecdute mortifieation of sin. By faith they see 
it, and his victorious grace will never leave them until he 
put them into full possession of it. Thanks be to God 
^irough Jesus Chnst their Lord, ere long they shall 
have perfect and everlasting victory over the whole 
body and being of sin. And 

As the old man is thus crudfied, so is the new man 
quickened by tbe power of Jesus, received by faith, ac- 
•cording to what is written, ^^ The just shall hve by his 
*^ fjMth.'* The justified person by his union with Christ 
is a partaker of the grace of life, and in virtue of this 
union he lives upon Christ as a memba: does in the 
body, and thereby he has communion with the Eather, 
by the bond of the Spirit ; and this spiritual life is be^ 
gun and carried on by faith ; it is a Ufe of faith, not 
as if faith quickened a dead sinner ; for Christ is our 
life. But the sense and comfort, and strength of that 
life which Christ gives^ are received by faith, and these 
are according as faith is. If faith be weak, so are they. 
As it grows, so do they. Which discovers to us ano- 
ther wonderful excellency of the life of fiuth, since by 
it we now partake of a spiritual and eternal life : " For 
" he that believeth hath everlasting life," hath it now, 
is already passed from deatli unto life, and he looks 
wp to the Lord and Giver of it for every thing need, 
ful, and expects it out of his fulness. Hear one of 
tliese happy believers thus relating his case. I am dead 
to the law, says he, yet alive to God ; I am crucafied 
with Christ, and am a partaker of the inerit and power 
•of his cross, and by faith I have in him an absolute 
^crucifixion of sin ; and although the old man is thus 
crucified, yet the new man liveth : nevertheless I live, 
yet not I — ^I live a spiritual life, yet not I as a na- 
tural man, I did not quicken myself; I cannot keep 
myself ahve, Christ liveth in me, he is the Author of my 
lirc, and on him I depend for the continuance of it in time 
and in eternity : for the lifjs which I now live in the flesh, 
while I am in this body of sin and death, I hve by 
the faith of the Son of God ; he i^ the Author, he is the 
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Object of that faith^ by which I have' recieiyed life 
froo^ him : by an act of sovereign grace ^e quickened ^ 

me from a death in trespasses and sins, and united me ^ 

as a living member into his mystical body, and I am 
kept alive through h|s livings acting, axid working in 
me by his Spirit ; he dwelleth in my heart by faith, 
and the more clearly I see this, the more do I love and 
enjoy the Prince oi life, my precious, above all expres- 
sion, infinitely, eternally precious Jesus, who loved me 
and gave himself for me, that by his death t might be 
dead to sin^ and by his resurrection might live to and 
^th Qod for ever and ever. Thanks and praise be to 
thee without ceasing, thou dear Lamb of God, for thy 
love to me the chief of sinners. Let all thy people 
say. Amen. 

This is the happy case of those believers, who are 
like the blessed Paul> strong in the Lord Christ By 
his death they are dead to sin, and because he liveth 
they are alive to God : for they who are joined to the 
Lord are one spirit. And as their faith increases, they 
have more spiritual fellowship with Christ in his death 
and resurrection, not only in the merit, but also in the 
efficacy of both. They grow more dependent upon the 
Lord's strength, and he daily mortifies in them the old 
man of sin, and as he grows weaker their other enemies 
have less power over them. By their lusts Satan tempts 
them, the more these are mortified, the weaker will be 
his temptations. By their lusts, by the lusts of the 
flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, the 
world tempts them, as these are subdued, they will be 
more crucified to the world. Christ living, dwelling, 
and reigning in them by faith, will day by day weaken 
th* strength of sin and Satan, and the world ; and by 
the power of his death and resurrection- he will be con- 
forming them more to his own image and likeness. He 
will by faith enable them to be growing up into him 
in all tllfngs, as long as they live. They will be going 
on from strength to strength, till sin and deaSi be 
swallowed up in victory. 

Vol. I. E . 
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Until that happy time come he has appointed certain 
means, in the use of which they are to wait for the con- 
tinual receiving of grace from him to deaden the old 
mdn, and for the growth of the new. And this grace 
they receive, not merely because they use the means, 
but because they use tnem in faith, expecting his pre- 
sence in, and blessing upon them. Believers set the 
Lord always before them, and look through the means 
at him : for without him they are good for nothing ; 
but when observed, according to his mind and will, as 
acts of trust in his promise, and of dependence upon his 
faithfulness, then they answer the end for whicn they 
were instituted and become the means of spiritual com- 
munion with him. And thus legal duties become 
christian privileges. One of these means is attendance 
upon public worship, the ground and reason for which 
is Christ's promise — " Where two or three are gather- 
*^ ed together in my name, there am I in the midst 
" of them."— Two or three believers make a church, 
when they are gathered together in the name of Christ's 
divinity. By faith they expect the fulfilling of his 
promise, and his presence in the midst of them ; and 
they are then most spiritual worshippers, when they 
are looking most unto Jesus, and enjoying communion 
with him. What are their prayers but act» of faith 
and dependence ? " Whatever ye shall ask, says Christ, 
*< in my name, believing ye shall receive." Which 
words shew us that prayer is nothing worth, unless it 
be presented in Chnsf s name, and in faith relying on 
Christ's promise to hear and answer. The object of 
prayer is the Godhead in three persons. The addre^Ss 
to each is in their covenant-offices, and the petitions to 
each should be according as they stand related to rin- 
ners in those offices, and the communion with the divine 
persons is thus expressed—" Through Christ Jesus 
♦^ we have an access by one Spirit uiito the Father;" 
and whatever we ask believing we receive. What is 
believers hearing the word ? Is it not a continual de- 
pendence upon their divine Teadhier to make bis word 
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^irit and life unto their souls ? They expect his pre- 
sence to enable them to mix faith with what they hear, 
and then they grow thereby. What is their keeping 
the Lord's day ? Is it not to express their belief of his 
being risen, and entered into his rest, and of their 
having, by bdieving, entered into rest also, and there- 
fore they wait upon Christ in the ordinances to keep 
them, until he bring them to his eternal sabbath, to 
that rest which remain^th for the people of Grod* What 
is their attendance upon the Lord^s supper ? Is it not 
the communion of the blood of Christ, and the com- 
munion of the body of Christ, a real partaking by faith 
of his broken body, and of his precious blood shedding, 
and of all the benefits of his passion ? In these and ail 
other ways of God^s appointment, they expect Christ^s 
presence, and therefore they go to them with gladness 
of heart to meet him. He is the dear Obiect of their 
love, and he grows more lovely by every day'^s experi- 
ence. They taste and see more how gracious he is, and 
therefore to <x)Qver8e with him in prayer, and to be in 
his company in the ordinances, becomes more sweet 
and delightful to them. Oh 1 what happy moments do 
they therein spend ! All the great, rich, and pleasant 
thinfi^s in the world are less than nothing: compared to 
this Toy. Communion with Christ is h%aven*b^un; 
and by futh they enjoy it, and nothing, can rob them 
of it but sin; wnich makes them carefiil in their life 
and conversation to please their gracious Lord. They 
depend upon him to teach them his will, and to give 
diem strength to perform it, that they may -walk before 
him in all well-pleasing. Whatever is opposite to his 
will they dread, because it would deprive them of their 
greatest blessing, even communion with their best and 
bosom Friend. Sin viewed in this light, is blacker and 
viler than all the devils in helL The love of Christ shews 
sin in its exceeding sinfulness, and faith working by 
love to Christ gains daily victory over it He who has 
the love of Christ in his heart will be thereby sweetly 
constrained to fight against, and powerfully enabled to 
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conquer sin, so ^at it cannot separate him from his be^ 
loved Saviour, nay, it shall make him live in closer and 
nearer connexion. The motions of sin within, and 
temptations without, to which lie is continually liable, 
will shew him the necessity of living in a settled depend- 
ence upon the grace and strength of the Captiun of his 
salvation, who will lead him on conquering and to con- 
quer, until he make him at last more than conqueror. 

The same faith, working by love, has gained the 
hearts and affections of believers over to the interesft of 
holiness, and the commandments now cease to be griev- 
ous. Love to Christ, who is perfect righteousness and 
holiness, cannot consist with the hatred of either; nay, 
they are renewed after his image in both, and renewed 
in knowledge, that they might know his precious image, 
and renewed in heart, that they might love it ; therefore 
being thus created anew in Christ Jesus, they will cer- 
tainly, in the inner-man, delight in righteou^ess and 
true holiness. He has shed his love abroad in their 
hearts, has won them to himself, and now nothing is 
dearer to them than that everlasting righteousness by 
. viOiich he justifies them, and that true holiness, of which 
they are become partakers in him, which they evidence 
by a holy walk, and in which he will present them holy 
and unblameable and unrebukeable before the Father. 
Thus he has perfectly secured the interest of holiness 
and the glory of the most holy God ; for they are his 
workmanship, created unto good works, to love them, 
to do them, to walk in them as the way to the kingdom, 
and they .live by faith upon Christ^s strength for will 
and power to do them, and upon his intercession for 
the acceptance of them, lajing them all upon the golden 
altar that sanctifieth the ^fts. Thus their wh(de de- 
pendence is upon Christ He is all, and in all of their 
Christian walk. To'' him they look for every thing 
needful, to enable them to glorify God in their lives, 
and to shew forth the virtues of him that hath called 
them ; on his grace they rely, that their conversation 
may be as becometh the gospel of Christ, and that 
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they may ad<mi the doctrine of God their Saviour in 
all things ; and they find in him a sufficiency of ffrace^ 
yea, ^ they can do all things, and suffer all uiings 
through Christ strengthening them. Whatever dim- 
culUes they meet with^ the way of duty, leaning upon 
their Beloved, he eimes them through ail— Whatever 
temptations, I' will'1>e with thee, savs he, in the hour 
of temptation, look unto me, and thou shalt be saved 
-—Whatever enemies, Fear them not, says he, for I am 
with thee, be not dismayed, for I am thy God, I will 
strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, jrea I will up« 
held thee with the right hand of my righteousness—* 
Whatever sorrows. Your sorrows, says he, shall be turn- 
ed into joy, and your joy no man taketh from you— * 
Whatever sickness, I will strengthen thee up(m the bed 
of languishing, and I will make all thy bed in thy sick- 
ness— Whatever poverty, I will be a strength to the 
poor, a strength to the needy in his distress— Whatever 
persecution. Blessed are ye, says he, who are perse* 
cuted for righteousness sake, I pronounce you, I will 
make you, olessed. Thus Chnst is with them, and 
none of the evils or miseries of life can separate them 
from him. He keeps them safe, and carries diem 
through ail their trials by his mighty power, and they, 
trusting in him, find that he makes all things work to^ 

f^her for their good. What a blessed life is tliis! 
urely there is none like it : for the life of faith is 
glory begun. The privileges, the happiness of it, are 
greater than can be describ^. The strongest believert' 
upon earth may daily know more, and may experience 
far more of the comn>rt of walking by faith, because as 
they grow more established in it, they will be receiving 
more power over sin, and will walk nearer to God. Hav« 
ing but one object to look unto and to live upon for all 
things : here they will be quietly settled. What can 
so effectually keep them from being tossed to and fro, as 
to have all fulness treasured up &r their use in Christ, 
and to be brought to a fixed dependence upon his ful« 
n€fS6> and to live upon it for all things belonging to life 
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and godliness ? Hereby sweet peace wilt be established 
within, and there will be a regular walk in the outward 
conversation. The whole man will experience what 
the Lord has promised to bis redeemed people. ^^ I 
** will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters, in a 
** straight way, wherein they shall not stumble." He 
leads them by bis Spirit, and causes them to walk by 
the rivers of waters, where there are abundant streams 
of grace continually flowing, and he guides them in a 
straight way, that they shall not stumble or err therein ; 
but shall lie kept happily to the end of their course^ 
and shall finish it to their everlasting joy. And 

This ifr another inestimable privilege of believers. 
Christ has engaged to keep them urito the end ; and 
having begun a good work in them, he has promised 
never to leave it until it be finished. What a strength- 
ening is this to their faith/ and what a glory does it 
put .upon the whole life of faith, that it is a life which 
cimnot perish P Believers have in them the immortal 
seed of eternal life. This is the crown of all : for how 
will this bear them up und^r crosses, support them in 
troubles, carry them on in their warfare against the fl^sb, 
the devil,, and the world, and make them defy all dan- 
gers, yea death itself, since they are assured, from the 
' . naouth of God their Saviour, that none shall pluck 
them out of his hands. They do not trust themselves, 
or have any dependence upon grace received, but they 
rely upon the faithfulness and power of Jesus, who 
has ^ven them abundant evidence that he will water 
them with his grace every moment, and hold them up 
by his strength, and they shall be safe. How confi- 
dent were believers of this in the Old Testament? One 
of them who had attained this assurance of faith, says^ 
" Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
" days of ray life ;" and he, with many others who had 
obtained like precious faith with him declare, — ^^ This 
** is our God for ever, he will be our guide even unto 
" death ;" They were sure he would be their God^ and 
would follow them with mercy, and guide them^ and^o 
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them good in life and death. To the same purpose 
our Lord has promised believers, " My sheep hear my 
^^ voice, and I know them, and they follow me, and I 
*^ give unto them eternal life, and they shall never 
<* perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand.^ 
How confidently did he trust in Christ for the fulfilling 
of this blessed promise, who said, ^^ I am fully per- 
*^ suaded that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor 
*^ principalities, nor powers, nor things - present, nor 
" things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
^^ creature shall be able to separate us from the love of 
"God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." Oh! 
sweet words of comfort : how happy was Paul in this 
assurance of faith ? It is thy privilege, believer, as well 
as his. Thou hast the same promises that he had, the 
same God to fulfil them, and thy faith ought to be 
growing until thou be assured that no creature, not all 
the powers on earth, nor the gates of hell, can separate 
thee from Christ. They may as soon get into heaven, 
and cut off Christ'^s right hand, which is impossible, as 
to cut off one of the menibers of Christ's mystical body 
If thou art ready to say, I see clearly ho*w. I should 
glorify my dear. Lord, and how happy I should be, if 
my faith was but like PauPs in this point, but I am so 
weak and liable to fall, aud mine enafnies so numerous 
and mighty, that I sometimes fear I shall never be able 
to bold out iHitothe end. Because thou art such, there- 
fore the Lord has given thee hi& promiise, that he will 
hold thee up, and diou shalt be saSe, And this promise 
is part of the covenant, which is ordered in all things,, 
and sure. Look at that, and not at thyself Consider 
the Messenger of the covenant, in whom it is all ordered, 
and by whom it is sure. When thy un&ithfulness 
would discourage thee, think of his faithfulness. Let 
thy weakness remind thee of his stren^h. If indeed 
he leave thee a single moment thou wilt fall : but, he 
has promised, I wUl never leave thee. If the number 
and strength of thine enemies make thee fear least thou 
sbouldest one day perish by the hand of Saul, he says 
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to thee, thou shalt be kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation. But if thou art tempted 
to doubt, finding thy revolting heart apt to turn from 
the Lord, ^^ I will put my fear, says he, into thy heart, 
** that thou shalt not depart from me.^ Observe, it is 
bis faithfulness and power, and not thine, which is to 
keep thee, and has covenanted to do it, and he has all 
power in heaven and earth, and he has given thee pro- 
mise upon promise for the establishment of thy faith, 
that thou mightest be certain he will love thee, and 
keep thee unto the end. And when he has brought 
thee to a certainty of it, then thy comfort will be full. 
Christ will be magnified in thee, now he has made thee 
one of those fathers, who have known him that is from 
the beginninj^. He has taught thee so to know him, 
as to trust hun for all things and in all times. This is 
his crown and glory. He has enthroned himself ia 
thy heart, as thy perfect Saviour, and his kingdom is 
within thee, even righteousness and peace, and joy ia 
the Holy Ghost. Now thy calling and thy election is sure. 
Thou knowest that he is f^thful who has promised to 
keep thee, who also will do it. And having this assur^ 
ance of faith, attended with the rejoicing ctf hope, and 
being sealed by the blessed Spirit to the day of redemp- 
tion, surely thou art an happy man, thrice hap|>y, 
whom the Lord has thus highly favoured. How in- 
finitely indebted art thou to his grace ! Oh ! what 
thanks and praises dost thou owe, more than thou canst 
ever pay, for what he has already done for thee ! And 
yet this is only the dawnitig of the perfect day. His 

f resent favours are only earnests and pledges of what 
e will hereafter give thee. Therefore still trust in him, 
and he will enlighten thee more by his Word ahd Spi* 
rit, he will . enliven, strengthen, and establish thee 
more. Thy faith will daily rest more assuredly upon 
him, the joy <rf^thy hope will increase, thy love will yet 
more abound. He will guide thee by his counsel in 
an even course, and will receive thee into glory. 
Thus have I treated, as I was able, of the safety and 
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happiness of living by faith upon the Son of Gkx), and 
have described the common hinderances which stop its 
growth, and the victory over them» which the Lord 
gives bis people. I have been forced to be very 
short, and could only throw out some hints upon this 
copious subject May the good Lord pardon what is 
amiss, and bliss abuiulantly what is according to his 
mind and will. If thou hast followed me, reader, in 
thy experience, and art indeed a happy believer, living 
upon thy blessed Jesus, for his promised heaven ; and 
for all things promised to thee in the way thither, 
think what a debt thou owest him ! how dear and 

}>recious should he be to thy heart I He has saved thee 
rom all evil, he will bless thee with all good. Aa 
surely as thou hast the earnest, thou shalt have the puiv 
chased possession. Oh f what a Saviour is this ! he has 
already bestowed upon thee the exceeding riches of hie 
grace, but how great will be the riches of the glory, 
which he will give thee ? Thou wilt soon see him as he 
is, and then thou shalt be like him. No tongue can 
tell how great that glory will be, not all the tongues in 
beaven, after the number of the elect shall be perfected, 
no not after they have enjoyed it for millions of ages: 
never, never wifi they be able to shew forth all his praise 
for making them like himself. Surely then, while thou 
art waiting for this glory, which shall be revealed, thou 
wilt be gomg on from faith to faith, that thy beloved 
Saviour may become more dear to thee ; and that thou 
mayest have more close and intimate communion with 
him. Every day^s experience should bring thee to love 
bis iq>pearing more. Having tasted bow gracious he 
is, thou ^ouudest be longing for the marriage supper 
of the Lamb with fervent desire* And being now a 
Father in Christ, and strong iii faidi, thou wilt be often 
looking up to him and saying,' 

Make hasite, my beloved, and take Qie to thyself— >let 
me see thee face to face, and enjoy thee, thou dearest 
Jesus, wham my soul longeth fl^Tter. It is good to live 
upon tb^ by faitb> but to live with l^^e }« be^t of all 
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I have found one day in thy courts, conversing sweetly 
with thee, better than a thousand, but this has only- 
whetted my appetite: the more communion I have 
with thee, I hunger and thirst stiUfor more. My soul 
panteth for nearer, still nearer communion with thee. 
When shall I come to appear before the presence of 
God ? O thou Light of my life, thou Joy^of my heart, 
thou knowest how I wish for the en<jl of my faith, when 
I shall no longer see through a glass darkly, but with 
open face behold the glory of my Lord. Thou hast 
so endeared thyself to me, thou precious Immanud, by 
ten thousand thousand kindnesses, that I cannot be en« 
tirely satisfied, until I have the full vision and complete 
enjoyment of thyself. The day of our espousals has 
been a blessed time. O for the marriage of the Lamb, 
when I shall be presented as a chaste virgin to my hea* 
venly Bridegroom ! How can I but long eamestJy for 
this full enjoyment of thy everlasting love ! Come, Lord 
Jesus, let me see thee as thou art. Come and make 
me like unto thee. I do love thee, I am now happy in 
thy love, but not so as I hope to be. I am often inter* 
rupted here, and never love thee so much as I desire ; 
but these blessed spirits standing now round thy throne 
are perfected in love. Oh ! that I was once admitted 
to see a^ they do, the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ ! Is not that the voice of my Bdoved^ Which I 
hear answaing. Surely I come quickly ! Amen, say I» 
even so come. Lord Jesus. Make haste, my Beloved^ 
and be thou Hke to a roe or to a young hart upon the 
moimtains of spices. 

Art not these, believer, the breathings of thy soul ? 
Since the time for them is short, may they srow warmer 
and more luflPectionate every day ! Thou wflt wait but a 
•little while before thou shalt see the King in his perfect 
beauty, and thou shalt be a blessed partaker of bis 
eternal glory. And if he make these few lines any 
means of bnn^ng thee to see more of his beauty at pre- 
sent, to live more upon his fulness, and to be happier 
\j^i^ ; I hope thou and I ahall, through his graces 



LIFE OF FAITH. 107 

meet him soon, and give him to eternity the glory of 
this and of all his other mercies. To tne Lord I com- 
mend thee, on whom thou hast believed. May he 
strengthen and establish thy faith daily, that it may 
grow exceedingly until he bring thee to the end of it, 
and admit thee into that innumerable company, who are 
ascribing blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
to Him that was slain, and hath redeemed them unto 
God by his blood : to whom, with the Father, and the 
eternal Spirit, three Persons in one Jehovah, be equid 
and everlasting praise. Ainen. 
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Ever since the Lvfe of Faith was published, I 
have been attending to the doctrines therein advan* 
ced, and brining them into experience. Their 
truth has appeared to me from the word of God, and 
has been confirmed by their being accompanied with 
the power of God. His divine influence attends 
his own doctrines to this day, and they have the 
promised effect upon the heart and life of the belie- 
ver. They are mighty through God for all the pur- 
poses of salvation. What is said upon the subject 
in these volumes is chiefly in this experimental way. 
My de»^ is to bring the great ana leading points 
of our religion into use and practice, and to show 
how necessary the doctrines of grace are for tb^ 
well governing of the Christian walk. Every thing 
needful is promised, and by faith is received, which 
can make it even and regular, holy and happy. 

The apostle Paul complained of professors, who 
walked not according to the gospel. There has beea 
occasion for the same ' complaint ever since ; but 
never more than at present. Many walk at this 
day, who make some profession of Christ, and yet 
never attain to any stedfastness, but are tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine^ 
and at. last come to nothing. 

Others pretending to be better settled attain to 
some form of godliness, but are without the life and 
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power of it; they appear to have some notions and 
opinions about the way of righteousness, but not 
being taught them of God, nor ever brought under 
the mighty influence of them, their walk is therefore 
very uneven and irregular, and generally in the end 
brings great scandal upon the name and cause iji 
Chnst. 

We have also many at this day, who set out in the 
ways of religion, but never felt the ruin of the fall, 
nor the plague of their own hearts : these are com« 
monly very confident and presumptuous ; they make 
a shining profession, and go on with great parade, 
Until they come to be tried, and thea in the time of 
temptation they fall away. 

There are others who are the real children of God, 
and yet do not walk as becometh their high rank and 
dignity. An even, holy, happy walk with their re- 
conciled God and Father is their privilege, and there 
is grace sufficient promised in Jesus, and to be re- 
ceived by his Spirit, to enable them to live up to it, 
that they may walk worthy of the Lord unto ali 
pleasing. Yea, the apostles call upon them find eh* 
courage them to be going. on and advancing in the 
right way — " Furthermore then we beseech you and 
" exhort you, brethren, by the Lord Jesus Christ, 
^ that as ye have received of us, how ye ought to 
*^ walk and to please God, so ye would abound more 
<* and more," 1 Thesa, iv. 1. How few follow this 
evangelical exhortation ! How very few attain and 
preserve in their consciences the sense of God^s being 
perfectly at peace with them ! It ought to rule there 
always and by all means: but for want of it, they 
afford continual occasion for a legal and unbelieving 
spirit to rob them of their peace, and thereby to 
distress them in their hearts. As guilt comes in love 
goes out. What weakens the cause must also 
weaken the effect. Love, with its fruits, must de* 
-crease in proportion as the believer withdraws his 
bj^ftrt depi^nd^nce from God. Then he begins to 
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walk uneven and uncomfortable, he grows cold and 
indifferent about spiritual things^ he gets into dark- 
ness and discontent, he becomes quite unhappy in 
his frame, and unthankful in his affections : what- 
ever was the cause of his falling into this decay, it 
began at the root. His faith was attacked, and 
gave way. As this yielded, the decav became gene- 
ral, and it was found true, ^^ If ye will walk contrary 
^^ unto me, saith God, then will I also walk contrary 
** unto you.*" 

Reader, if thou hast the faith of God^s elect, 
thou knowest that these thin^ are true. Thou 
iindest it hard work to maintain peace with * God : 
and if this be not maintained, if the foundation give 
way, the building will certainly totter. Look well 
then to the ground work. Is all safe there?. Dost 
thou see the infinite glory of the Saviour^s work^ 
when he made peace by the blood of the cross, and 
does this silence guilt in thy conscience? Canst 
thou at all times draw nigh in' love to a reconciled 
God ? Does not the sense of thy failings and re-^ 
maining corruptions keep thee at a distance from 
him, and render thy walk uncomfortable ? especially 
when without are fightings, within are fears. If it 
be very difficult under such trials to preserve a sense 
of God^s loving kindness, yet it should be remem- 
bered, there is a gracious provision made for the- 
establishing of the soul so safely in Jesus Christ, that 
the peace of God may rule in it always, and by all 
means. Is it not necessary then to en(][uire, what thia 
provision is ? how it may be received ? and how 
It may be made use of ? For if by daily practice it 
may be experienced in its divine power, it will then 
have the same happy effect, which it had upon. 
David, " I will run the way of thy commandments, 
" when thou hast set my heart at liberty." May 
thine heart, reader, and .mine, enjoy more of the 
liberty of the children of God, and then we shall 
not only go forward, but also run fast, and may non 
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thing stop us from pressing towards the mark, till 
we win the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

This has been my constant prayer during the 
writing of the following treatise. It was the fruit 
of reading, and meditating, and praying over those 
scriptures, which speak of the walk of faith. Such 
reflections, as used to occur to myself, I have put 
down; whether it was in searching my own heart, 
or in begging the blessing of God upon the text 
then under consideration. This seemed to me an 
easy method and very useful ; because the doctrine " 
would lead to practice, and frequent and heart* 
searching meditations would tend, under the teach- 
ing of the Holy Ghost, to an increase of faith. 
There are some soliloquies, addressed to my own 
soul, and some exercises of devotion, in prayer and 
thanksgiving. I would have every believer to con- 
sider, whether it be not his privilege to join me in 
them, and to make my words bis own. If he cannot 
follow me in this experience after the Sth chapter^ 
I pray God to increase his faith, that this book and 
bis experience may go hand in hand ; and that he 
may attain to holy fellowship with God in all duties, 
and to rejoice in God at all times, yea under the 
cross itself, and to go on conquering and to conquer, 
tin the good flght of faith be over, and he finish his 
course with joy. 
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CHAP. I. 

Whoever walks with Gody must be first acquainted with 

the way of peace. 

Jt is the constant usage of scripture to represent 
spiritual things by material, and to speak of the facul- 
ties and actions of the soul by terms borrowed from 
those of the body. Walking is a bodily action, and 
consists in moving and going from one place to another, 
hence it is applied to the spiritual walk. The soul re« 
conciled to God and at peace with him has an appoint- 
ed way, in which it is to walk, in order to enjoy the grace 
promised to them who are in Christ Jesus. This is 
enjoyed by faith : and therefore the scripture calls the 
believer^s going on in his walk with God from strength 
to strength. The walk ofjhith^ ** We walk by faith, 
** says the apostle, not by sight" 

When man fell from 6od he lost his way and had 
neither will nor power to return. The Old Testament 
church makes this confession-— ^^ All we, like sheep, 
^^ have gone astray, we have turned sveby oke to his 
** own way,** Isa, liii. 6. 

The apostle Peter reminds believers of this—** Ye 
** are as sheep going astray^ but are now returned to 
** the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls,** 1 Pet. il 
S5. To which agree the words of his brother Paul— « 
^ There is none righteous, no not one, there is none 
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^* that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 
*' God, they are all gone out of the way,'' Rom, iii. 
10, 11, \% The whole human race, says the oracles 
of truth, is gone astray, all of them are gone out of 
the way ; they have left the way of God, and turned 
every one to his own way,^ they are unable, like a poor 
lost sheep, the most unaole of all creatures, to return : 
yea, they are unwilling also ; for they walk not after 
the spirit, but after the flesh — carnally minded, and 
in their carnal mind enmity itself against God and his 
ways. 

It pleased God in the exceeding riches of his grace 
to reveal to those wanderers the way of salvation. He 
made it known to them upon the fall, and believers 
from that time forward saw it plainly, and went on in 
it comfortably. Enoch, Noah, Abraham, &c. are said 
to have walked with God in the very same way, after- 
wards marked out by the written word ; which was a 
directory to the Jews, showing them how they should 
walk in the steps of the faith of their father Abraham. 
Age after age, God raised up the prophets to bring 
his people into the King's highway, and to put them 
upon praying, that they might be kept in it. By the 
mouth of his servant David, he gave them this pro- 
mise. — " Good and upright is the Lord, therefore will 
^* he teach sinners in the way — the meek will he guide 
" in judgment, and the meek will he teach his way." 
Encouraged by this warrant from the word of God, 
sinners feeling their wants were led to pray, *^ Show me 
" thy ways, O Lord, teach me thy paths, lead me in 
" thy truth and teach me," Psalm xxv. 4. It is written 
in the prophets-^they shaJl be all taught of God — they 
shall all know me, from the least of them unto the great* 
est of them, saith the Lord. If any of his children 
lack wisdom, and ask it of God, he giveth to all his 
liberally^ and upbraideth not. He brings them by his 
word and by his Holy Spirit to the knowledge of them- 
selves, and to the knowledge of the true God. 

Divine teaching is necessary to make men acquainted 
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Mth themselves. They know not their state, nor fear 
their danger, until the Holy Spirit according to his 
office proceed from the Father and the Son : then he 
convinces them of sin, of the exceeding sinfulness of 
it, of the guilt thereby incurred, and of the wrath de- 
served. He enlightens the understanding with a clear 
sight of those truths, and he fastens the conviction of 
them upon the conscience. Then they find, that they 
had been blind and ignorant, rebels in their wills, ana 
apostates in their hearts from God. He makes them 
feel the corruption of their nature, and the error of their 
ways, in which, if they had gone on, they must inevi- 
tably have perished : for they were without will, and 
without power to return to God. When they were 
made to see it right, that they ought to return, and to 
repent, yet it was not their choice to come to him in the 
way of believing. They found they could not believe, 
unless it was given them from above. Faith is the sift 
of God. And cannot be received, but by the mighty 
operation of God. He must put forth his divine power, 
or else the convinced sinner will remain utterly helpless 
and hopeless shut up in unbelief. . 

Thus the Lord teaches all his children. He makes 
them acquainted with their fallen state, and sensible of 
their guilt and of their misery. He brings them to the 
right knowledge of the corruption of every faculty of 
soul and body, which are always inclining to evil, and 
incapable of doing any thing truly good. A corrupt 
tree can bring forth nothing but evil fruit. The judg- 
ment is enlightened to see this, the conscience is awakei^ 
ed to feel this, and thereby the convinced sinner is 
made willing to be taught the way of salvation. The 
Holy Spirit fulfils his office by teaching him the know- 
ledge of God. 

Our blessed Saviour declares, no man knoweth the 
Son but the Father, neither knoweth any man the Fa- 
ther save the Son, and he to whdmsoever the Son will 
reveal him; and this he does by the Holy Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation^ who is therefore given to the 
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children of God, that they may know him and believe 
in him, as their reconciled Father in Christ Jesus. 
This saving knowledge is hid from the worldly wise 
and prudent, but is revealed unto the unlearned, whom 
the Holy Spirit has made simple and teachable people. 
To them he reveals the things of God. He maKe» 
them acquainted with the 

Nature of the Godhead^ which is one. There is one 
Jehovah, and there is none other. And also with 
the 

' Persorudity in the Godhead^ Father, Son, and Spirit. 
These three exist in the one Jehovah. They took 
those names, not to describe their manner of existing, 
but their manner of acting ; not what they are in them-^ 
selves, but how they stand related to us in the oecono-* 
my of redemption : for the Eternal Three entered into 
covenant before all worlds, and agreed to sustain certain 
covenant-offices, and assume names, or characters, de- 
scriptive of their offices. Father is the title of that 
divine person, who, out of his infinite grace, gave wck 
mnumerable company of sinners to his Son, upon con*^ 
dition, that he would be maifested in the flesh, and ' 
would become their surety, to work out for them a 
righteousness in his life, and to make an atonement for 
them by his death, and then he would be his father, and 
their father. A co-equal and co-eternal Person accepts 
ed the condition, and covenanted to be made man, and 
to live and die for the many sons, whom he was to 
bring to glory ; therefore he took the name of Son, 
Son of God, Son of Man, Sec. Another co-equal and 
co-eternal Person covenanted to breathe life into them, 
to be to them the Spirit, or breath of Ufe, that they 
might be regenerate from a death in trespasses and sins, 
and be made the children of God, heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ, theref<M'e he is called through* 
out the scriptures Uie Spirit^ or the breath of life. He 
makes them acquiuntea with the covenant as he has 
promised. ^^ The secret of the Lord isr with them that 
^^..fear him, and he will diow them his covehant,"^ Psalm 
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3cxv» 14. He will open to them the nature ancl uiicel% 
tainty of all covenant engagements for the establishment 
and growth of their faith. The covencmt was ordered 
in all things and sure ; it was osDSAEn by the counsel 
and purposeof the Eternal Three, concerning the heirs of 
promise, whose salvation was settled by two immutable 
things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, hit 
counsel, his oath. His counsel the result of his infinite 
wisdom, confirmed by that sacred oath which cannot 
possibly be broken. All his perfectiona stand engaged 
to see the sovereign decree, thus solemnly ratified, car* 
ried into execution ; for what was ordered is su&e-W 
as the throne of Jehovah, unchangeable as his nature^ 
durable as his being. Though it be but a man^scove* 
nant, yet wh^n it has been signed and sealed according 
to law, none disannulleth or addeth thereto. None can 
disannul God^s covenant, and he himself will not** 
** My covenant will I not break, says he, nor alter the 
^^ thing that is gone out of my lips,^ Psaim Ixxxix. 
34. I will not add thereto, nor diminish from it : for 
I have ordered it in all things. I have not left one 
single thing out, not the least circumstance : I have 
settled the whole plan by mme unerring wisdom, and 
I will fulfil every title ot it by mine almighty power. 
According to my will the course of nature and grace is 
infallibly directed, even the most minute events. Every 
hair is numbered. Not a sparrow falls but by my 
divine decree. 

How safely then may the heirs of promise depend 
upon a covenant God? And whenever they flee to 
Jesus for refuge, what strong consolation may ihej 
draw from hence, that their salvation is fixed by the 
immutable counsel, and inviolable oath of the blessed 
Trinity! 

The same divine teacher, who enabled them to be» 
lieve those truths for the farther establishment of their 
£uth, led them to discover the fbeskess of all cove^ 
nant mercies. They are promised as free gifts. Thrf 
are bestowed to the pruaeof the glory <^ free grace 
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They are not conferred upon the worthy, but upon ene- 
mies, upon the ungodly, upon sinners as sinners. No 
ocHiditions are required, no prerequisites are expected. 
The motives, which determine God to show mercy to 
mners, are not taken from any good in them, or fore- 
seen to be in them. Not for works of righteou&oiess 
which they have done, or can do ; but according to his 
mercy he saveth them. He does all to the magnifying 
of the honours of his own mercy. His covenant was so 
contrived, carried into execution by the life and death 
of Jesus, applied by the Holy Spirit, that according as 
it is written, he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
No flesh shall glory m his presence. Boasting is for 
ever excluded; because all is of grace. Wisdom to 
teach the sinner saving knowledge, righteousness to 
justify him, strength to keep him, comforts to bless 
him, neaven to receive him, these are the free gifts of co- 
venant love ; for by ^ace is he saved through faith, and 
that not of himself, it is the gift of God ; not of works, 
lest any man should boast. Thus would the Lord 
hide pride from man, and would teach him practically 
such scriptures as this—** Not for your sakes do I this, 
** saith tne Lord, be it known unto you, but for mine 
5* holy name's sake,'* Ezek. xxxvi. 

Closely connected with .this divine lesson is the 
FULN£ss of covenant merdes. Every thing needful 
for the salvation of the sinner is fully, as well as freely 
provided by the exceeding riches of grace, and is trea- 
sured up by the Father's love in the fulness of the Son. 
To this the Spirit bears witness in the word of truth, 
and seals his witness upon the believer's heart. It 
pleased the Father that in the Word made flesh should 
ALL fulness dwell, and that out of bis fulness his people 
should receive grace for grace. This is the infinite 
ocean. There is not a stream, not a drop of grace to 
be had, but from hence. Jesus Christ, as God-man^ 
has it all in himself, and for the same end, as the head 
has the senses in itself. He has it to communicate to 
1^ membartii a fulness of light and life^ of sense and 
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understanding, of love and joy, yea of evefy spiritual 
blessing. On him as the head of the body, the chorcb^ 
evei*y believing member is directed to live. On him 
must he depend at all times ; and to him must he go 
for all things. If he seek pardon and peace, righteous- 
ness and holiness, a supply of his wants, strength for 
his warfare, comforts under his miseries, if he expect 
life in death, and life eternal, he must make continual 
use of the fulness of Jesus : for in him dweiletb ali. 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily. It d welleth in him^ 
as in an overflowing fountain. The Father^s love to 
bis adopted children, the experience of it by the grace 
of the Spirit, are entirely in and Grom the salvation of 
Jesus Christ Out of his fulness come every covenant 
mercy of the God-head, and in a rich abundant stream 
always flowing with some blessing or other into the be- 
liever^s soul. The enjoyment of it on his part may not 
be always alike comfortable, but it is always alike sure 
on Goers part Nothing can stop it Nothing can 
turn its course. Unto the place from whence the 
rivers come, thith^ they return again. The river of 
the water of life proceeds out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb, and it will foe running on till it come 
back into its own ocean. The water that I will ^ve 
him, says Jesus, mpeakuig of the beMever, shall be in 
him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting 
life, and bringing with it the fulness of joy and jdea- 
sures for evermore. 

No man will see any reason to set out in the way to 
heaven, until he be made aquainted with those truths^ 
His judgment must be enlightened with the knowledge 
of them. He will never think of changing his course, 
until he be made sensible of his own sinful and helpless 
state ; and when this is brought home to his consciaice, 
and he has noUiing in himself left to trust in, then he 
will be led to look abroad for help. The Spirit of God 
will teach him the doctrines of grace, the nature of the 
6od*faead, the persons in the God-head, the covenant of 
the divine persons, by which every grace and blessing 
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was freely and fully provided, given by the Father to 
the Son, in whose fulness they were all laid up for the 
use of his body the church, and communicated to every 
member of it through the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
Thus he is taught that all is of grace from first to last 
Whatever good h sinner receives on earth, or enjoys in 
heaven, is so given as to exclude all boasting, and to 
lay every proud and self righteous principle in the dust, 
that grace alone may wear the crown and may have 
i|U the glory. 

Here then, O my soul, is matter, of close examina* 
tion. Dost thou know thyself, thy state and condition^ 
and hast thou fled from tne wrath to come ? Has the 
light of God^s word shone into thy understanding, and 
made thee to see that thou art indeed set out in the way 
to heaven? How was this discovered to thee? Did the 
Holy Spirit ever convince thee of sin, and that thou 
hast lost the image and forfeited the favour of God P 
Did thou ever see thyself fallen in Adam, in him a child 
of wrath, a ruined miserable sinner? Hast thou felt 
how utterly unable thou art to atone for thy sins, or ta 
make thyself holy ? And wast thou brought to this afl 
ter many legal trials and self-righteous efforts? At last 
forced to give up all hope in thyself, and to look to the 
Lord who made heaven and earth, from whom alone 
thy help could come ? 

And hast thou been taught the true knowledge of 
the unity of the Godhead, and of the persons in it. Fa-, 
ther. Son, and Spirit, the covenant of the ever-blessed 
Three, and the absolute security of all covenant mer- 
cies, promised by the Father, and engaged to be given' 
to the Son as tne head of his body, the church, wha 
is now actually as God-man in possession of them, and 
by his Spirit he freely and fully bestows them upon his 
members? for they will never cease to be receivmg out 
of his fulness grace for grace, until they receive out 
of the same fulness glory for glory. 

O my soul examine closely, and prove thyself by the 
Itwidard of the divine WArd Searah and try, what thct 
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conviction of thy lost estate has been. Was it deep 
and practical ? Is it an abiding truth with thee, that 
there is no help, or hope in thyself? And hast thou fled 
for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before thee in the 
Lord Jesus ? Is thy knowledge of the Godhead mere 
theory, or is it brought into practice ? Dost thou enjoy 
the Father^s love, through faith in the finished salvation 
of the Son, by the influence of the Holy Spirit ? This 
» the saving knowledge of the Godhead:. And is this 
thine ? Dost thou honour tjj^e divine persons by acknow- 
ledging their immutable counsel, and immutable oath 
entered into for the security of the heirs of promise, that 
they might trust, and not be afraid P Dost thou see with 
any clearness the absolute safety of relying upon the pro- 
mises of God, and dost thou expect to draw irom hence 
comfort to thy conscience, and joy to thy heart 

If thou art indeed set out in the way to heaven, art 
thou settled in the knowledge of thy fallen state ? Hast 
thou found thyself unable to do any thing, but to has- 
ten on thy ruin ? and from the sight and sense of this, 
hast thou been led to see all undertaken for thee, and 
secured to thee for time and eternity, in the covenant of 
the ever^blessed Trinity. These truths lie at the very 
foundation of all comfortable walking with God. See 
that thou be well grounded in them. The knowledge 
of thyself is to bring thee to God : the knowledge of 
God is to lead thee to walk with him. The one is to 
teach thee to renounce all trust in thyself. The other 
IS to show thee, that thou mayest safely place the con« 
fidence of thy heart on thy reconciled Father, thy Sa- 
viour, and thy guide. Look up to him, then O my soul, 
and be often praying to him and saying, 

O Lord God, that which I see not, teach thou me. 
Keep me an humble disciple in the school of Christ. 
Let me be daily learning there, what I am in myself a 
fallen sinful creature, justly deserving everlasting de- 
struction from thy presence. O let me never lose sight 
of my want of a Saviour, nor ever be without the sense 
of what is said — " Without me ye can do nothing,^ 
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Teach me this thou eternal Spirit Open thou tnina 
understanding to understand the scriptures. What 
thou hast revealed in them concerning the Godhead^ and 
concerning the counsels and vorks of the ever-blessed 
Trinity, that reveal to my soul. Thou hast declared, 
that no man can say Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy 
Ghost : Q shine then into my dark mind, and lead me 
into the saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus. Make 
me acquainted with his covenant undertaken, and his 
perfect fulfilling of thein^ that by resting on his finished 
salvation, I may find the Father'^s love in the Son, his 
Father, my Father, and may be brought, through thy 
blessed innuence^ to have fellowship with the Father and 
the Son« O lead me into all truth, thou Spirit of wis- 
dom and revelation, that I may know the things which 
belong to my peace, and may through thee be made 
wise unto salvation. Amen^ 
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The helieoer is reconciled to God, and hoe the peace of 
God ruUng in hie conscience^ and they two waSc ta^ 
gether ; because they are now agreed^ 

It IS written in the prophets — " They shall be all 
** taught of God"— every one of his children shall be 
brought to the knowledge of the truth, and what they 
have been taught in the understanding shall be made 
practical, that it may have its proper efiect upon the 
conscience. And this is answered, when it comes under 
the authority and power of the word of God, and faith* 
fully accuses or condemns according to that unerring 
rule* 

Conscience supposes the knowledge of some rule, and 
it consists in comparing a man^s state or actions with 
that rule in order to discover whether they agree with 
it, or not. 

The rule is the scripture, the whole revealed will of 
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GoAf which is the unerring, and the only standard of 
right and wrong ; for all scripture is given by the in- 
spiration of Grpd, and is profitable for doctrine, to teach 
tne roan of God what is truth, and to make him wise 
in it unto salvation. Fallen man has no means of disco- 
vering the will of God, but as it is revealed to him. 
He has no innate knowledge. He has no implanted 
principles. He is born as ignorant of God, and of the 
things of God, as a wild ass'*s colt. His understanding 
is darkened, being alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in him, because of the 
blindness of his heart. And he has no means in his 
own power of attaining any divine knowledge : for he 
cannot by searching find out God. The world by its 
wisdom never did find him out. The Hottentots know 
as much of him as the Greeks and Romans did : indeed 
the natural man, let him be ever so wise^ knoweth not 
the things of the Spirit of God ; neither can he know 
them ; because they are spiritually discerned. 

The scripture then is the only rule of right and 
wrong. Conscience has no direction but thi» rule. 
Neither ethics nor metaphysics, no fancied light 
of dark nature, no lawless law of rebel nature, no 
human science, whether pretended to be implanted, 
or by the use of reason to be acquired, have 
any right to guide the conscience. These are blin<} 
leaders of the blind. They undertake, what they are 
not only unfit, but what they have no warrant for. A 
parcel of felons in jail may think what they will of 
their state. They may take it upon them to form a 
mock court, and to try one another. They may ac- 
quit or condemn, as they please ; but the judge and 
the jury will pay no regard to their foolish proceedings. 
There is a word which is to try us at the last day, and 
by that we should try ourselves at present It was re- 
vealed for this purpose. And when the revealed truth 
is clearly understood, then conscience is acting aright, 
if it fiaos a true verdict for God, either accusing,, or 
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else excusing, acoording to the direction of his unerring 
word. 

And this is the work of the Holy Spirit He en- 
lightened the judgment with the knowledge of the 
truth, in order to make it practical ; which he effects 
by bringing the conscience to submit to the sovereignty 
ot God m the law, and to submit to the righteousness oif 
God in the gospel. Herein he displays the omnipotent 
power of his grace, according to the promise, John xvi. 
o. He carries with demonstration the conviction of 
guilt, and the conviction of righteousness, to the con* 
science. By the former he gives the sinner a real heart- 
felt sense of his sin and misery, and he acknowledges 
himself a convict of the law, justly deserving all its 
penalties in time and in eternity. By the latter he sets 
open a door of hope, showing him the perfect righte« 
ousness of the Grod-man wrought out for such guilty 
creatures as he is : he enables him to plead it before 
the throne, and to trust in it for his acceptance ; by 
tf hich means he finds relief in his conscience, and com- 
fort in his heart. Being justified by faith he has peace 
trith God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

What the Holy Spirit teaches has life, as well as 
light in it. He accompanies his doctrine with the 
power of God. What he has revealed concerning the 
state of mankind under the fal], he iapplies with divine 
evidence to the conscience. Under his influence the sin- 
IJer reads those scriptures, and feels the truth of them. 
'* As by one man sin entered into the world and 
** death by sin, so that death passed upon all men, for 
** that all have sinned : through the offence of one, 
*^ judgment came upon all men to condemnation ; 
*< for it is written, there is none righteous, no not one, 
** there is none that understandeth, there is none that 
^* seeketh after God : they are all gone out of the way, 
•* they are together become unprofitable, there is none 
** that doeth good, no not one. Now we know that 
** what things soever the law saith, it commands thein 
<' who are under the law, that every mouth may be 
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*^ stopped ; and all the world majr become guilty before 
" God.*" His mouth is stopped. He has no plea to 
make. No excuse left. What the law saith, he sub- 
scribes to. The law brings him in guilty before God, 
and in his conscience he bears his testimony to the law. 
He acknowledges it to be holy, just and good, even in 
its penalties which he deserves to suffer. Formerly he 
trieKl, in his own strength, and took great pains to 
escape them, but now he gives over all those self-righte- 
ous attempts. He found, that he laboured in vam to 
atone for his sins, or to make himself holy. He groans, 
being burdened under the ruins of the fell. His igno- 
rance, rebellion, apostasy, his corruption in every 
faculty of soul and body, render him unable to take 
one step in his return to God. He owns it, and con- 
fesses, that without Christ he can do nothing. 

O my soul, consider, whether God has taught thee 
this knowledge of thyself. It is absolutely necessary to 
reconcile thee to him and to his ways. Thou wilt 
never heartily agree to walk with him by faith, so long 
as thou hast any thing of thine own to trust in, oi* to 
draw comfort from. Examine then ; art thou sensible 
of thy fall, and dost thou feel the sad effects of it ? 
Dost thou know what it is to be alienated from the life 
of God ? What ! dost thou find to this day the oppo- 
sition of thy sinful nature to the holy law, the flesh 
lusting in thee against the spirit ? Has God thus con- 
vinced thee of sin ? If he has, then in thy conscience 
thou submittest to what the law says of thy state. Thy 
mouth is stopped, and thou art guilty before God* 
Thou hast nothing of thine own to urge in arrest of 
judgment. This is an enlightened conscience ; so far 
it speaks for God, and is guided by his unerring word, 
O pray to the Lord the Spirit, and beg of him to 
guide thee into all truth, that he may bring thy con;* 
science to submit to the righteousness of Jesus, and to 
be a faithful witness for him. 

This is his proper work in the soul, and what he un- 
dertook in the everlasting covenant When he is come, 
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says Christy he shall convince the world of righteous^ 
ness : he shall testify of me ; that I am made of God 
righteousness to believers ; and he shall glorify me, as 
Jehovah their righteousness : thus he shall teach them, 
my righteousness, with which the Father is satisfied, and 
he shall through faith apply it effectually to their con- 
sciences, and they shall also be satisfied with it. Being 
justified by faith they shall have peace with Goa 
through their Lord Jesus Christ. 

Righteousness is a perfect conformity to the law : if 
it be tried by the balance of the sanctuary, it is full 
weight ; if by the standard, it is full measure ; if judg- 
ment be laid to the line and righteousness to the plum- 
met, it is quite upright. There is no defect in it of 
any kind. This is the righteousness of the law — ^it 
must be perfect and continual, failing in no one point : 
for the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God, And it is an adjudged case, that there is none 
righteous, no not one. It is left upon record that all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God ; 
therefore by the deeds of the law, there shall no flesh 
be justified in his sighf. 

When the Holy Spirit has convinced a sinner of his 
being in this unrighteous state^ then it becomes an im- 
portant inquiry— how can the Judge of all the earth 
ever look upon and treat a sinner, as if he was a righ- 
teous person ? To which the gospel answers, directly — ' 
<< God hath made Christ to be sin for us,, who knew no 
<< sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God 
** IN him." This was agreed upon m the covenant of 
the eternal three. The Father undertook to maintain 
the honour and dignity of his law and justice. His co- 
equal Son undertook ror hia people to come in their na^ 
ture, and to stand in their place and stead ; to act for 
them, and to suffer for them. A& their surety, he made 
himself answerable for their debt of obedience and iot 
their debt of suffering. Accordingly, when the grea^ 
law-fulfiller cometh into the world he saith, Lo, I com£ 
io po TUY WILL, Gop. He did it in his iDfinitelj- 
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holy life, in which he magnified the precepts of the 
law, and made them everlastingly honourable. He suf« 
fered it in bis infinitely holy passion, bearing, the sins 
and sorrows of his people, their curse and wrath in his 
body and soul upon the tree, until the immense debt 
being paid, he cried out in the triumph of a conquering, 
though a dying Jesus, It is Finished : for throu^ 
death he .conquered death, and him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil : he finished the transgres- 
sion, and made an end of sins, and made reconciliation 
for iniquity, and brought in everlasting righteousness. 

This is the great leading truth of the gospel in which 
the peace of conscience is principally concerned. The 
justly ofiended God is here revealed under the charac- 
ter of a reconciled Father. He gave his Son to be a 
covenant of the people ; who was to fulfil all covenant 
engagements (or them, and he has fulfilled them all. 
The end of his living and dying for them is answered. 
He has finished the transgression, and has made peace 
by the blood of his cross. He has brought in eterlast- 
ing righteousness by his divine obedience, and the Lord 
is well pleased with him for his righteousness sake, yea 
he is well pleased also with his body the church. He 
looks upon all the members, as he looks upon the head. 
He accepts them in the beloved. He beholds them in 
him with perfect delight, and rests in his love. He is 
his Father, and their Father. He is related to his whole 
family in heaven and earth in the closest bonds of fa- 
therly affection, and he makes his love known to them, 
and shed& it abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghost 
He would have all his children to address him under 
his deac name— Our Father which art in heaven^ and 
t^eiipect from his fatherly love all spiritual blessings 
in Christ Jesus. 

When this comfortable doctrine is received into the 
conscience it silences guilt, and produces peace with 
God. The gospel comes with full authority to esta* 
l^lish it in the conscience : for it is therein revealed imd 
purposed to our belief under the character of a. divint 
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HECORD, made authentic and properly enrolled in the 
court of heaven. The witnesses are the eternal Three. 
Their record is in the nature of a covenant, confirmed 
by their joint counsel, and ratified by their joint oath-— 
the two immutable things, in which it is impossible for 
God to lie. He graciously vouchsafed to give the heirs 
of promise this perfect security for their salvation, that 
after they had fled to Jesus for refuge, there might 
be an end of all strife in their consciences, and they 
might have strong consolation. Accordingly we read, 
** There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Fa- 
•* ther, the Word and the Holy Ghost, and theise Three 
** are One.^ A record among men is an authentic tes- 
timony in writing, entered by authority in one of the 
Kings's* courts, in order to preserve the proceedings had 
upon any suit. This record contains the final determi* 
nation of the judges in that cause, and in their memorial 
of it, and therefore imports in itself such uncontrolable 
evidence, as to admit of no proof to the contrary. The 
matter of the record is never allowed to be tried by a 
jury, but -is of such credit as not to be questioned in any 
instance. This is the nature of a record in law. Ana, 
if we receive the witness of men, certainly the witness 
of God is greater ; for this is the witness of God, which 
he hath witnessed of his Son — ^namely — " He hath given 
** to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.^ To 
which the Spirit beareth witness : because the Spirit is 
truth. He has revealed the covenant of life and peace, 
which was between the Father and the Son, he has en- 
tered it upon record, and every word of the record may 
be pleaded : for it is allowed to be good and valid in 
the court of heaven. As a powerful advocate he pleads 
the perfect fulfilling of all righteousness in the life and 
death of the God-nmn, and the Father'*s perfect accept- 
ance of what he did and suffered, as the full redemp.- 
tion-price for all his people, and he carries his cause in 
the court of conscience. The awakened anner is con- 
vinced, that the work of Jesus is a finished salvation^ 
and that the divine record is a sufficient warrant for him 



WALK OF FAITH. 133 

to believe in it Accordingly he gives it credit, and is 
enabled to plead it against guilt and fear. Upon which 
he finds peace with God. Trusting to the blood of 
sprinkling for pardon, and to righteousness of Jesus for 
acceptance : he then sees Crod reconciled to him, and 
that reconciles him to God> and by the spirit of adoption 
he cries Abba, Father. 

But perhaps it may be said^ I believe this, but I do 
find peace in my conscience. Nay, but you do not be« 
lieve it ; if you did, it would certamly bring present re- 
lief: for guilt comes from the broken law, and from the 
apprehension of punishment deserved ; but the law has 
been restored to its dignity, and made infinitely honour* 
able by the righteousness of Jesus, how can you believe 
this and yet be under guilt ? The punishment was laid 
upon Jesus, and he suffered all that was due to his 
people, as their atoning sacrifice, how can you believe 
this, afid yet fear that justice will punish you ? A debtor 
would not fear to be arrested, if his surety had paid the 
sum, and got him a full discharge. A felon with the 
king^s pardon in his pocket would dishonour it greatly, 
if he was to live in continual dread and terror of suf- 
fering for his crime. Examine carefully and pray fpr ' 
the right understanding of your case, and depend upon 
it, you will find, that either you do not believe the mat- 
ter of fact, or the record concerning it. 

The matter of fact is the method provided for quiet- 
ing the guilty conscience-— a provision of exceeding 
rich grace and of everlasting efiicacy. The Father 
gave the Son to be the surety for his people, and to live 
and to die for them, and in their stead. The Son has 
finished the work, which the Father gave him to do^ 
and is become the author of their eternal salvation. 

The record of this fact is in the scripture. Father, 
Son, and Spirit, the three witnesses in heaven, have by 
covenant and oath attested, that there is life for every 
one who believeth in Jesus. " God so h>ved the world, 
«* that he gave bis only begotten Son, that whqiSoever 
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^ belieTeth in him diould not perish, but have eYerIast« 
•^inglife." 

Now consider, of what do you doubt? Has Jesus 
made full atcmement for sin, and brought in everlasting 
righteousness ? Has the Father demonstrated again and 
again his perfect delight in his p»w>n, and his infinite 
satisfaction in his work. Certainly you cannot ques- 
tion this docrine, if you believe the scripture to be a 
divine revelation. Do you doubt then of God^s free 
promise, or of his faithfulness to fulfil it ? What ! Can 
his word be broken ? Can his promise fail ? His word 
and promise ratified in the immutable covenant, and 
sealed with the immutable oath of the eternal Three ? 
This is your warrant to believe. And do you question 
the veracity of it ? " He, that believeth not God, hath 
^^ made him a liar.^ O what a dreadful sin to give the 
lie to the Holy Trinity ! The Father says, whosoever 
cometli ; the Son says, all that come unto me shall be 
saved ; the Spirit says, come whosoever will, let him 
take of the water of life freely, and be saved. Are not 
these faithful sayings worthy of all credit ? especially 
as they are delivered with divine auhority undei^ the 
great seal of heaven. If doubts still remain, pray a- 
gainst them, and meditate upon the unreasonableness 
as well as well as the wickedness of them, and continue 
to hear and to read the word (for faith cometh, and 
growetb too by hearing) that you may be enabled to 

Sut honour upon it by venturing your soul upon the 
ivine faithfulness to make it good to you. 
Perhaps you may believe the record, which God hath 
given of his Son^ but you cannot do it with stedfast- 
ness ; you can at times stay your mind upon God with 
sweet peace, but you are not able to maintain it : yei^ 
you lose it when you want it most. How in this case 
shall the believer keep the peace of God ruling always 
in his conscience ? 

It is to be maintained in the same way,, by which it 
^as first received. It came by believing, and is therdby 
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strengthened. By the shedding of the blood of Jesus 
Christ peace was made between God and man, by the 
isprinkling of his blood peace is made between man and 
God. When this is applied to the conscience by the 
Holy Spirit, and received by faith, there is a continual 
preservative against guilt : ^' For the blood of Jesus 
*^ Christ cleanseth from all sin.^ Here is the witness 
of God ; and it is always the same. This believed will 
always bring the same cleansing virtue, and keep the 
conscience purged from dead works. If at any time 
guilt defile it, then unbelief has entered, and has been 
denying, either that the blood of Christ does cleanse 
from aU sin, or that the divine testimony concerning it 
does deserve credit. Guilt cannot easily enter into the 
conscience but by one of these two ways. Examine, and 
see which it is. Do you doubt of the virtue of Chrisfs 
blood, or of the trnth of God's record concerning it? 
You reply, I dare not question either of them, yet 
nevertheless I cannot with any settled comfort maintain 
peace with God. But it is your privilege to maintain 
It, confirmed to you by the royal charter of grace, and 
ratified in it by many express promises. Jesus has 
made peace by the blood of his cross, and if you believe 
what the God of truth says of it, peace should rule in 
your heart always: for all things are well ordered for 
you, and sure in the everlasting covenant. On the part 
of God all is unalterably fixed and settled. What is it 
then, which unsettles you ? Is it something you find in 
yourself? Is it from indwelling sin, remaining corrup* 
tioi>, a body of sin and death, or from the weakness of 
your faith and of your other graces ? What ! hav£ you 
forgotten^ that from all these the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth ? Is it from a suspicion, that your peace is. not 
right, beeause it ebbs, and Hows ! This should humble, 
but not discourage you : because there is a gracious pro* 
vision made to remove your suspicion. God hastdien 
the charge both of you and of your peace : he keeps 
both by his mighty power, as it is written, the peace of 
(jTod wnich surpasses all understanding shall keep with 
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a safe guard jour hearts 'and minces in Christ Jesii9. 
You are as safe in the hand of God at the lowest ebb, 
as at the highest spring^tide of sensible comfort : be- 
cause your safeguard is almighty, and he is equally con- 
cerned about your peace, whether you feel it, or not. 
Your sense of it may vary, but he varies not. There 
is in ,him no variableness, nor shadow of turning. How 
should the belief of this stay your mind upon your God, 
and keep guilt out of the conscience, even when you 
are walking in darkness, and have no light ! 

O my soul, meditate upon those precious truths. Give 
thyself wholly to them. Consider how deeply they 
enter into the very being of thy peace. Unless they be 
understood, thou canst not know the way of peace ; and 
unless they be received by faith, thy conscience will not 
be purged from guilt and unbelief. And while these 
defile it, thou canst not look upon God as reconciled, 
or delight thyself in him or in his ways. Can two walk 
together, except they be agreed ? But when they are 
agreed, and of one mind, then walking with God be- 
comes pleasant, and all his paths are peace. 

Search then, and examine thyself, O my soul, and 
that not lightly, and after the manner of dissemblers with 
God, but closely and thoroughly by the light of the di- 
vine word, and under the teaching of the divine Spirit. 
Dost thou understand what is revealed concerning the 
way of peace— what was covenanted in the counsel of the 
eternal Three— and what has been done in consequence 
of it ? Jesus Christ is the great peace-maker. He 
has made peace through the blood of his cross. The 
Father sent him, gave him to be a covenant of the peo- 
ple, to fulfil for them all righteousness, and to be tneir 
atoning sacrifice. The Father has seen the work which 
he gave him to do, and has accepted it*: is perfectly 
satisfied with it, and therefore is infinitely delighted witn 
him and with all his. He would now be known by the 
bigh style and title of the God of Peace. Fury is 
not in him to those whom he sees in the beloved. He 
is a Father, fully, for ever reconciled to all his children 
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in Christ Jesus. He loves them, as he loves him, with 
every kind feeling of the most tender parent. And 
he will bring every one of them to partake with their 
glorified head of tne blessings of his everlasting love. 

If thine understanding be enlightened with this 
knowledge of God, is it effectual in thy conscience ? 
Canst thou plead it there ? This is the principal thing. 
Hast thou a good conscience, freed from guilt and con- 
demnation, by believing the record which God hath 
given of his Son ? He is well pleased with him for his 
righteousness sake^ His soul delighted in the sweet 
smelling savour of his Son'^s sacrifice. Because he hum* 
bled himself and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross, therefore the Father hath highly ex* 
alted him. This is the witness of God. Dost thou 
yield to it, and give it fujl credit ? What canst thou set 
to thy seal that God is true, and that what satisfied him 
has perfectly satisfied thee, and therefore the peace of 
God rules in thy conscience always and by all means.? 

Remember, this is thy privilege. Thou art called to 
the enjoyment of it. The evidence is as full as could 
be desired, for the ending of all strife in thy conscience. 
The greatest honour thou canst put upon the divine 
witnesses, is so to end it, as to suffer no appeal to be 
made from their decree. Thy conscience should join 
issue. It should say the same that God does. It should 
plead thy discharge from guilt under the broad seal of 
neaven ; and should stop the mouth of unbelief with 
those words written in golden letters id the royal char* 
ter of grace—" There is no condemnation to tnem that 
V are in Christ Jesus— They are freely forgiven all 
** trespasses"'—*" They are justified from all things 
•* —thy sins and iniquities, says God himself, will I re- 
•* member no.more.'' These are the immutable words 
of truth. They cannot be broken. O my soul, put 
honour upon them. Believe them without doubt or 
wavering. Why dost thou draw back thy confi(Jence ? 
Trust, and not be afraid. Thou mayest safely venture 
to believe all that the Lord bath spoken, He wiH 
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make it good ; and the more thou belierest, the more 
will be made good. More fieuth will bring thee in a 
richer revenue of peace. The Lord increase thy faith. 
May it entirely influence thy conscience, that it majr 
agree with God ; neither questioning the infinite value 
of the righteousness and atonement of Immanuel, nor 
yet the faithfulness of his promise, under which thou 
claimest them*-** Wuosoev£& will may take them, 
freely.'' 

Let thy faith be ever so well established, yet thoir 
wilt meet with something every day, to try it ; but re* 
member, the foundation on which thou standest, cannot 
fail, and none, nothing shall remove thee from it The 
Lord brought thee to build upon this foundation* 
He hath begun the good work, and he will not leave 
his work unfinished. I'he top-stone shall certainly be 
brought forth with shouting gkace— <}kace : for 
his love is like himself. His purposes, his word^ 
his works change not. What if thou feel many 
things wrong in thyself, thou art sometimes low in 
spirits; thou canst not be pleased with thy corrup- 
tion, and thou art not pleased with thy duties, thy 
graces are weak, thy love not as it should be, thy best 
services unprofitable ; yet those very things rightly un- 
derstood, and improved by th^ teaching of the ^oIy 
Spirit, will be the means of establishing thy conscience 
in the peace of God, They will lead thee every davto 
a greater dependance upon sovereign grace : for they 
will leave thee nothing to trust in, but the righteousnesa 
and the atonement of Immanuel, nothing toTteep thee, 
but his faithfulness to his word and work, and nothing 
to bless thee but his free covenant mercy. Thus they 
will work together for thy good. Trials will settle tliee. 
Enemies . will confirm thee in peace. Troubles will 
bring thee nearer to God. Amidst all discouragements 
thou wilt have this promise to stay thy soul upon— «^^ I 
" will never leave thee nor forsake thee.*" His friend- 
ship is fixed. It springs from the purpose and love of 
Im own breast) and ^erefore was md \& always uxu 
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cbangeably the' same in him. Whom be loveth he 
lovetn unto the end. 

Well then, O my soul, thou hast examined thyself. 
How, is it with thee? Dost thou know the way of 
peace? Art thou at peace with Grod, being justified by 
faith ? Canst thou plead this peace, and maintain it in 
thy conscience ? Is it a good conscience, does it witness 
fojr God ? Is it a pure conscience, cleansed from guilt 
and condemnation ? Is it satisfied that the Father is 
perfectly reconciled through the life and death of his 
Son ? ' And is it satisiSed with the divine record giving 
thee a free grant of the benefits of his life and deaths 
and putting thee into possession by believing? Art 
thou of one heart and of one mind in this matter with 
the Father, and now being at peace with lum agreed tq 
walk in his way ? If indeed he has been thus gracious 
unto*^ thee, bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me praise him for the exceeding riches of his love. 
What a mercy is it, that he hath brought thee into the 
way of peace ! O go on, fear not. Set out daily with 
an huly humble boldness to walk with thy God. And 
for the guiding of thy feet in his way, and that thy 
steps may not decline from it, be diligent in hearing 
and readmg the word of God. Study it. Pray over it., 
Mind what encouragement it gives thee : '^ Having 
" therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest 
^^ by the blood of Jesus, by that new and living way, 
** which he hath consecrated for us, through the vail, 
** that is to say, his flesh, and having an high priest 
« over the house of God, let us draw near with a true 
*< heart, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
** sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
" washed with pure water.'* Heb. x. 19, 20, &c. What 
perfect peace is here proclaimed to the children of God ! 
Sin had separated them from him, but there is access 
through Jesus. He is the way to the Father. He isi 
a new way, in opposition to the old way of works, whicl^ 
upon the fall was shut for ever. He is a living way, all 
that are alive to God live by the faith of the Son oC 
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God. He 18 a consecrated way, every thing needful for 
their holy walk being provided in him. And they are 
required to walk in this way with boldness ; trusting to 
the blood of Jesus, and depending on the intercession of 
the high-priest over the house of God, they have access 
with confidence into the holiest. . It is their undoubted 
privilege to draw near with a true heart, not like a 
double-minded mail, wavering and unstable ; but with 
full assurance of faith, entirely satisfied that God in 
Christ has nothing in his breast, but love towards them ; 
therefore they should believe in him, and serve him with* 
out fear, having their hearts sprinkled from an evil con* 
science, maintaining peace with God through the con- 
tinual application of the blood of Jesus, and having their 
bodies washed with pure water, body and soul being 
cleansed from the guilt and filth of sin by the waging 
©f regeneration and renewing of the Holy GhcAt. 

O may this be my happy experience. May I ever 
have grace to draw near to my reconciled Father with 
ft good conscience. Yea, Lord, this is my heart's desire. 
I would walk with thee day by day in perfect peace. 
O deny me not the request of my lips. Glory be to 
thy free love, that through Jesus I am suffered to have 
access into thy presence, and am commanded to come 
with boldness into the holiest of all. Lo, I come before 
thee, holy Father, to plead the blood-shedding and the 
righteousness of thy dear Son ; and I hope my plea will 
be atlmitted, through theiritercession of the high priest 
of the house of God. O look, thou God of peace, 
upon the face of thy Beloved. See me in him, I de* 
sire to be found in him. And for his sake let the faith- 
ful witness for thy love in Jesus abide with me, that in 
bearing and reading thy word, in prayer and meditation 
he may increase my faith in thee and love to thee. 

O God the Holy Ghost, I beseech thee to make prac- 
tical upon my heart what thou hast revealed in scrip- 
ture of the Father's love. Deliver me from guilt and 
condemnation by the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus, 
Apply it effectually. Apply it continually. Help me 
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to believe with more comfort in my conscience, and 
w;ith more stedfastness in my walk, that his blood clean- 
seth from all sin. O blessed Spirit, carry on thy work 
in my soul. Lead me from faith to faith, that I may 
at all times have freedom to enter within the vail to n 
reconciled God and Father, and may be able to main-* 
tain peace with him against doubts and fears, against 
corruptions and enemies. O teach me to draw near to 
him with a true heart, stedfastly persuaded of his love, 
and in full assurance of faith. This is thy gracious 
office : O fulfil it in me, that my heart may be sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and my body washed with pure 
water. Let me find grace sufficient for me, for Jesus^ 
sake ; to whom, with thee O Father, and the eternal 
Spirit, three Persons in one Jehovah, be equal honour 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
••> 



CHAP. IIL 

The believer in his heart cleaves to Godf and v>aJk% 

with him in love* 

JL HIS depends entirely upon a good conscience. ThenS 
can be no love of God, unless there be first peace with 
God. No convinced sinner can love him, until he be« 
lieves him to be reconciled. While guUt remains ift 
the conscience, enmity will keep its place in the heart : 
for so long as he Iooks upon his sins unpardoned, and 
God the just avenger of them, he must consider him 
as a jealous God, and a ccNisuming fire. In this view 
there is every thing that can increase his guilty fears*. 
And while these defile the conscience, instead of walk* 
ing with God, he would run awaV from him, and like 
the first ofienders, he would foolishly try to hide him-i 
self from the presence of God. 

But when the Holy Spirit has discovered the way o# 
peaoe». and hw enabled uie siimer to find peace> bmg 
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pardoned ancl justified through fsdth in Christ Jesus, 
then he looks upon God in another light. He can vievir 
him, according as he has proclaimed himself— The Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, ana sio. 
Under this endearing character the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ is revealed in scripture. Thus 
would he be considered in the covenant of grace— re« 
kted in the nearest bond of affection to all his children. 
He is their father, the father of mercies, freely lovinff, 
freely forgiving, freely accepting them in the beloved. 
The Holy Spirit convinces them of it, and sheds the 
Father^s love to them abroad in their hearts ; the sense 
6f which. sweetly inclines them to love him again. Love 
begets love. God has put on the tender bowels of an 
everloving parent, and he gives them the affection of 
dutiful children. They love him, because he first loved 
them. Then it is the delight of their souls to cultivate 
and improve this love on their part, and it becomes 
their heaven upon earth- to walk with their God in the 
ways wherein he has appointed to meet them, to love 
them, and to bless them. 

The main point then in the christian walk is to know 
how to maintain peace in the conscience : because this is 
the powerful motive upon which the believer first sets 
out, and it is the great spring which keeps them going 
on. While his conscience continues pure and unde- 
filed, and the peace of God rules in it, all is well. He 
does not stop, he does not halt, in the way. But when 
guilt enters, unbelief certainly follows close after it, 
and then there is a fresh controversy in the court of 
conscience. Many doubts arise, and afford matter for 
strife and debate. The sense of peace is not only dis- 
turbed, but is' also for a time destroyed by such suspi- 
dons as these«*h<< Am I freely pardoned— Is God fully 
" reconcifed to me — Is he still my loving Father ? I 
^ fear not I have done so and so — He is certainly 
ff displeased with mtf and theiefore I dare not approach 
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^< him, as I used to do^ with love and confidence."* 
This is an evil conscience. It is not purged from dead 
woiics; because guilt is still in it, and this keeps the 
soul at a distance from God. It begets a coldness and 
a shyness to him, and by shuttin^ut the comfortable 
sense of his love, makes way for lear of wrath. Then 
the motives to walk with God lose their influence, and 
an evil heart of unbelief tempts the man to depart from 
the living God. 

Look well then, O my soul, to this leading truth, 
which has such universal influence over the Christiaii 
walk. Attend to the peace of thy conscimice. See 
it be true peace, and mind it be well settled. Learn 
to maintain it upon gospel-motives. The heart follows 
the determination of conscience; and cleaves to the 
Lord, or departs from him, according as the conscience 
excuses or accuses. It is therefore absolutely necessary 
for our peace, that we should know how God has 
shewn himself reconciled in Christ Jesiis. The cha- 
racter of him in the scriptures should be studied. Who- 
ever has been enabled to call him, Abba, Father, should 
implore the assistance of the Holy Spirit for an increase 
of faith, and should make use of all appointed means 
for his growth in the knowledge of the love of his hea« 
venly Father. The apostle is upon this subject in Ro* 
mans v. — ^a chapter abounding with powerful argu- 
ments to establish the peace of God in thy conscience ; 
in order that the love of God may rule in the heart. 
He gives us this account of the privileges of a justified 
man. He has peace with God through Jesus Christ 
—by whom he has a free access to God — ^is in a state 
of grace-— stands in it by the power of pod-— has rea- 
son to rejoice (come what will) in hope of the glory to 
be reveiAled'-<-and whatever he meats with in the way 
to glory, should increase the rejoicing of his hope, and 
confirm his heart, in the love of God to him. Observe 
how divinely the apostle speaks: ^'Therefore being 
f ^ justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
^^ our Lord Jesus Christ : by whom also we have ac^ 
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<< cess by faith ioto this grace wherein We stand, «nd 
<^ rejoice in hope of the glory of God ; and not •nly 
*< so, but we rejoice in tribulations also, knowing well 
** that tribulation worketh patience, and patience ex- 
** penence, and experience hope ; and hope maketh not 
<* ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in 
*^ our hearts by the Holy Ghost, who is given unto us.\ 

What privileges ! how many, how free, how blessed 
are here declared to be the portion of the justified 
man, which he is to enjoy in his reconciled God ! Each 
ef them tending to establish peace in his conscience, and 
love in his heart, that he may delight himself in God 
and in his ways. The first and chief blessing in experi^ 
ence, which draws after it all the rest, is the Spint.-«i* 

The Hchf Ghost is given unto him, to be a witness 
for Jesus, and shed abroad the Father^s love through 
him. He comes as the Spirit of life to quicken the 
■oul, which had been dead m trespasses and sins, and to 
bring it to the knowledge of salvation, which he does, 
secondly, by the gift of faith. 

Being justified hy faith. He enables the sinner to 
believe in the finished work of the God-man, and to 
trust to the free grant of it in the word of God : where- 
by he sees himself fully justified : Through the atone- 
ment of Jesus freed from fin and guilt ; through the 
righteousness of Jesus enttUed to life and glory, and 
therefore, thirdly, he has— ^ 

Peace with God through Jesus Christ his Lord-'^ 
He sees, God is at peace with him-— perfectly and con« 
tinually reconciled. The peace is everlasting which was 
made through the blood of the everlasting covenant. 
The belief of this quiets and satisfies the smner^s con-* 
science ; which being purged by the blood, and justU 
fied by the righteousness of Jesus Christ his Lord, is 
at peace, is freed from guilty fears, and is reconciled to 
God, yea to the justice of God, who can now be just, 
and yet the justifier of the ungodly. To what high 
honour is he then called ! He is admitted into friend- 
ship with God, and has. 
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Fourthly, Access hy faith into this g'^rcuce^ wherein he 
stands — ^access to a mefcy-seat, to which he is invited 
to come free! J, as a beloved child to an affectionate pa* 
Tent. Boldness and access with confidence are required 
and commanded* " Let us come boldly to the throne 

of grace : having boldness to enter into the holiest 

by the blood of Jesus,^ let us by faith make use of 
that Dew and living way, which he hath opened for us, 
O what a mercy is it thus to have access to a gracious 
IPather ! bow much is the mercy increased by his set* 
tling his children in it i We stand in it, sa3r8 the apos« 
tie, denoting the being fixed in a state of perfect accept* 
ance, conferred by sovereign wcace^ brought into it by 
unchangeable love, and kept m it by the power of a 
faithful God. How , strengthening to faith, how en* 
couragii^ to hope ! for. 

Fifthly, We rejoice in hope of the ghrf/ of Godi 
Faith relies upon the truth of what God hatfa promised^ 
and hope waits for the enjoyment of the good in the 

Eromise, but more especially for the glory which is to 
e revealed. This hope of glory is full of r^oicing: 
because every thing which hope looks at and draws its 
joy from, depends on the truth and faithfulness of a 
covenant God. There can be no failing on his part^ 
and therefore on the believer^s there can be no disap^ 
pointment: On this groilnd hope casts its anchor, 
both sure and stedfast, and finds all safe during the storms 
of life, yea, has many a sweet fc^etaste of the promised 
^ory, brought into the soul by these very storms t for. 
Sixthly, We rejoice in tribulations aiso. These are so 
far from taking away the joy of the justified man, that 
they tend greatly to increase it, and to make it more 
holy, as well as more happy. Tribulations produce a 
plentiful harvest of blessings, they bring forth 

Patience, ^vingoccasion to exercise the graces of the 
Spirit, to find the truth and the power of them, and 
thereby working submission under the cross to the will 
of God. « It is good for-Me, saya David, that I have 
*' been afflicted ;" his troubles brought him to God--^ 
Vol. L g 
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•* Before I was afflicted, I went astray.'' His trotibles 
kept him near to God, dependent on the divine strength 
to bear them with patience, and for an happy issue out 
of them. Whereby he learnt 

Experience^ which follows suffering and patience. 
Tribulations teach us what we are as sinners, and what 
God is to his reconciled children. They make us sen- 
sible of our weakness, and of our being strong only in 
the Lord— of our misery,' and of his comforts—of 
what we deserve, and of what he saves us from — ^they 
bring us to live out of ourselves, upon the sure mercies 
of a covenant God : whereby our hope in him being 
tried, and by trials confirmed, we discover his love to 
us in suffering, and by daily experience' become quite* 
satisfied, that our * 

Hope is the grace of the Holy Spirit: for it an- 
swers the scripture-pharacter : it rejoices in tribulation. 
It has good reason so to do. It experiences God's 
faithfulness. Every thing promised bemg made good 
to us in time, we thereby grow up into the full assur- 
ance of hope, that we shall not fail of receiving the 
promised giory. And this 

Hope maketh not askamedj becattse the love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghosty who is 

S'ven unto us. He is given to satisfy our hearts of the 
ve of God to us, and to Idad us to study the nature 
and the perfections of his love. Behold ! what manner 
of love, what a free, full, sovereign, and everlasting love^ 
the Father hath bestowed upon us. It is actually be» 
stowed and enjoyed by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
He shows us, how the Father loved us, even when we 
were without strength; yea herein God commendeth 
his love towards us, in that while we were sinners and 
enemies, he gave his 'Son to live and die for us, much 
more then being now justified^ we shall be saved from 
wrath, and brought to glory, through him. How does 
this commend and set off the love of God i It is the 
first cause of all the^aces here mehtioned, and bestows 
them upon the most unworthy. Faith^ justification by 
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fidthy access to God, standing in a justified i^tate, re^ 
joicing in hope of glory; and rejoicing in the way to it 
even in tribulations, because they exercise and improve 
patience, and put our graces to such trials, as convince 
us, that they are the true graces of the Holy Spirit, and 
that we shall never be asnained of our hope in God. 
In this.goldea chain of experience love is the upper^ 
most link. It was the first, and draws after it all the 
rest The free love of the Father gave his Son for us, 
and with him gave us all things. The same love has 
now given his Spirit to us, and he has enabled us to 
know and to believe, that we are justified, have access 
to a reconciled God, stand accepted before him, &c. and 
that he is our loving God and Father in Jesus, The 
sense of this warms the heart, and sweetly and power* 
fiiUy influences the afiections to delight in, and to walk 
in h>ve with such an exceedingly gracious and merci* 
fill God. 

In this delightful portion on scripture the Holy 
Spmit teaches us, how ne brings sinners to know that 
God loves them* It is by believing in the righteousness 
and atonement df the Son of God.' Hence spring peace 
and lov&— peace with Gtxl in the conscience^ and love to 
God in the heart. There is an inseparable connection 
between those two graces. The one cannot exist with* 
out the other. Whoever knows the God of peace will 
find that God is love: for being justified by faith, he 
wiU tliereby see that God is at peace with hinn and 
himself in a state of free acceptance before him, in which 
he shall stand and be kept safe, until he receive the pro- 
mised glory. The hope of which will be ccmfirmed by 
his daily experience of God^s faithfulness, making aU 
thills, even tribulations, work together for his good in 
the way to glory ; thus will the Holy Spirit satisfy him 
of the love of God to his soul. And the persuasion of 
his love begets love. It softens the hard heart. It 
. warms the cold heart. It works kindly upon all the 
* affections, and by setting before them every possible good 
.to be enjoyed in their reconciled Grod, it mightily dis« 
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poses them to seek their supreme happiness in walkihg^ 
numbly and closely with hun. 

Attend then, O my soul, to this scripture. Meditate 

lupon the experience of ivhidi it treats. Pray for it. 

Pray for more of it .And above all, observe the great 

truth here taught thee by the Holy Ghost, namely, that 

thou canst not have any true love of God, but what 

arises from the sense of his being at peace with thee in 

Jesus. O beware of false teachers : for there is great 

reason. Many talk big of their loving God for his own 

inherent loveliness. A fundamental mistake. Mystics^ 

Quakers, natural reli^n men, dreaming metaphysicians, 

and the motley tribe of moralists, and deists, pretend 

to love an absolute God, without viewing him in the 

covenant of grace, or as he has revealed himself in the 

incarnation of his Son. There has been no love of this 

kind in any heart upon earth for near six thousand years. 

Adam in paradise might love him thus. But when 

driven out of paradise for sin, he could love liim so no 

more. The promised seed of the woman, the word 

made flesh, became then the object of his faith, and the 

only ground of his love. The scripture has clearly 

d^ermined this — i" We love him, because he. first loved 

«( us— -And in this was manifested the love of God to- I 

<^ wards us, because that God sent his only begotten 

" Son into the world, that we might live through him.'* 

When the Holy Ghost has taught this love of God to ^ 

sinners, and by believing has manifested it to their 

hearts, then they love him upon christian principles, 

and sinners cannot love him ^upon any other. They love 

him for that infinite mercy which led him to send his 

only .begotten Son into the world to finish the salvation 

of his people. They love him for sending the Holy 

Ghost to enable them to see the everlasting sufficiency 

of this salvation, and to believe the record of God con« 

cerning it ; whereby they come to experience how much 

the Father loved them. This is heaven begun. The 

Father's love shed abroad in the heart by the Holy* 

Ghost is the foretaste of glory. Whoever enjoys it has 
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feund what is more to be desired than, gold, yea, than 
tnuch fine gold, sweeter also than honey and the honey- 
eomb. O it is indeed heaven upon earth. To preserve 
St, to improve it, is became the one study of the happy 
believer. The panting of his soul is after more of thia 
love. The prayer of his faith is, O thou eternal Spirit, 
hdp me so to walk with my most loving Father, as 
that I may maintain peace with him in my conscifence, 
and a growing love to him in my heart, until thou bring 
me to the enjoyment of everlasting peace and love. 

The prayer of a righteous man prevaileth much, 
being offered with energy. By the love of the Spirit 
it is answered. He not only preserves, but also in- 
creases his own graces. He leads the believer to fresh 
discoveries of the Father^s love, and puts him into pos- 
session of the exceeding rich treasures of it. He helps 
him to draw very strong arguments for the comfort of 
his heart from the perfect fk££K£ss of divine love.- 
Thus he reasons— 

Although I am beset with temptations, and assaulted 
with corruptions, and in a world of troubles, yet I need 
not fear but God will bring me safe through all ; for 
I know he loves me. It is plain he does, I could never 
have loved him, unless he had first freely loved me. 
My love is only the reflection of his. I had been con- 
vinced of sin, but it was not from myself : the convic- 
tion was of God. I have been convinced of righteous- 
ness, and I put my whole trust in the righteousness of 
Jesus. He is the only ground of my hope. I now 
rest my ^soul upon the sure foundation, which he hath 
laid. And this fsdth is not of myself. It is the gift of 
God. I ascribe it to his sovereign grace, that I have 
been enabled to look upon the father as reconciled to 
me, pardoning me through the blood-shedding of his 
Son, accounting me righteous through the obedience of 
his Son, and in him accepting, loving, and blessing me. 
^ How could I experience these things but by the power 
* of the Holy Ghost ? And for what did I deserve to ex- 
perience them? The reason must be found in the 
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riches of his own free g^^ce. Did the Father foresee 
stny thing good in me, for which he chbse me in his Son ? 
Was it for any worthiness of mine, that the Son vouch-^ 
safed to take nesh, and to lire and to die for me P Was 
it for any foreseen works, faithfulness, or diligence in 
means, that the Holy Ghost called me to know, to. be* 
lieve, and to enjoy the Father^s k)ve through the Scmh 
salvation ? , O, no. Away with such thoughts. I dare 
claim nothing for mine own, but sin and shame. Not 
unto me, Lord, not unto me, but unto thee be all the 
glory. It was the good pleasure of thine own will, which 
chose me before the foundation of the worlds and acN 
cepted me in the beloved ; and now I know that thy 
counsels of old are faithfulness and truth. I experi- 
ence the happy fruit and effect of them. I am brought 
to believe in tnee, and to love my God and Father, 
whic|i I am satisfied I could never have done, if thy free 
love had not first purposed to save me^ and now car« 
ried thy purposes into execution. To the praise of the 
glory of thy distinguishing grace^ I am in possession of 
the things which accompany salvation. O give me 
more grace,, that I may daily make a better use of them^ 
and may return thee better praise for thy free gifts of 
free grace. 

It is free>. and it is also covenant love. This iis 
another of its divine properties : God commendeth his 
love towards the heirs of promise by giving them full 
security for its uQchangesJ)leness. And this view the 
Holy Spirit opens to them for the support of their faith 
in times of trial. When diey are walking in darkness 
and have no light, troubled on every side, without are 
fightings^ within are fears, when in great heaviness 
through faiUngs in duty ,^ through risings of corruption, 
or through manifold temptations, then he discovers to 
them the treasures of covenant love, and enables, them 
to draw rich consolation from that heavenly- store* 
house. An heir of promise under his teaching is 
often supported in this way : It is true, I am in troublci * 
butiaot forsftken. What if every thing I have a»d am 
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m myself makes against me, yet God is on my side, a 
eovenant God : for I believe the eternal Three entered 
into covenant before all worlds, and with manifold wis» 
dom ordered all things relating to the heirs of promise. 
For their sakes, and to end all strife in their consciences 
about the certainty of their salvation, it pleased the bles- 
sed Trinity to enter into covenant, and to confirm their 
covenant by oath, thus giving them two immutable 
things to trust in, in which it is impossible for God to 
lie. O how strengthening to faith is this view of^the 
unchangeableness of covenant love ! If it be but a man^s 
covenant, being properly signed and sealed, no one dis*> 
annulleth or addeth thereto. And wha shall disannul 
or add to the covenant of the Trinity ? The creature 
cannot. God will not. His purpose of bringing many 
sons to glory is unalterably fixed in his own mind, and 
in order to make it a sure ground for their faith, he 
confirmed his immutable covenant by his immutable 
oath. On this security I rest my soul. A covenant 
God has enabled me to trust in nis covenant engage- 
ments. Hence I see every thing relating to my salvation 
absolutely certain in the counsel and covenant of God ; 
and I look upon my faitb to be one of the effects of 
my being in the covenant. And faith as a covenant 
. gift is an imknutable gift. What a blessing is it, that 
the gifts and calling of God are without repentance ! It 
has been given me on the behalf of Christ to believe. 
And is not this from covenant love ? What else could 
bring me to trust in covenant faithfulness ? Therefore 
by believing I have immutable things to depend upon 
for the certainty of my salvation. Upon them would I 
stay my soul, as well I may, and fix my heart upoa 
them. O that I could bring more glory to my covenant 
God by trusting him with unshaken confidence ! His 
love to me demands it at my hands. His love con- 
trived the plan of salvation. Love provided every thing 
needful to carry it into execution. The evidence, which 
he has given of this, was from the overflowings of love. 
His word of promise, ratified by covenant, . confirmed 
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by oath, the oath of the holy, blessed^ and glorious Tri-^ 
nity, made to satisfy the heirs of promise of the iin«» 
mutability of the divme will concermng them-*0 what 
xniracles of love are these i And all to assure them^ 
that the heart of Jehovah is invariably towards them 
for good ! Yes, Lord, this is the great love wherewith 
thou lovest me. And this is the evidence of thy love. 
Thou hast brought me to believe it, and put some ho« 
Hour upon it, I desire to trust to thy covenant engage^^ 
ments without wavering. Establish, strengthen, settle 
zny faith. Increase it from day to day, that I may 
grow in the knowledge and experience of that love 
which passeth knowledge. For 

It is a free, a covenant, and also an everlasting 
love. This is another of its most glorious properties* 
His love knows neither beginning nor end. It is with- 
out variableness or shadow of turning. The heart of 
God is always one and the. same towards his chosen 
people : for ne loveth them freely. The motives to it 
were all in^ and from his own breast. The covenant 
was distinguishing love, secured to the heirs of promise 
by the most solemn engagements. And this crowns alL 
His love is of the same date with the covenant — not 
<>nly before all worlds, but also from eternity. There- 
fore it is frequently called in scripture an everlasting^ 
covenant, and covenant love is said to be according to 
the eternal purpose, which he had purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord : whereby before the foundations of the 
world were laid, he hath constantly decreed by his coun- 
sel, secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation 
those whom he hath chosen in Christ out of mankind^ 
And to bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, 
as vessels made to honour. Here is a never failing 
source of comfort to a believing heart. Meditate, O 
my soul, upon it. Consider what God hath done for 
thee, and give him the glory of his precious love. Has. 
he not called thee by his Spirit, working in thee in due 
season ? Hast thou not obeyed the call ? Dost thou not 
depend upon the finished wprk of God thy Saviour if 
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Art thou not justified freely by faith in him? Art 
thou not seeking daily to mortify the works of the flesh 
and thy earthly memoers, and that thy mind may be 
drawn up to high and heavenly things ? Certainly these 
are good proofs of the purposes of the Father's love to- 
wards thee : because these are the happy effects of his 
purposes now taking place in my soul. O how great 
should this consideration establish and confirm thy faith 
of eternal salvation to be enjoyed by Christ, and thereby 
kindle thy love towards 6oa. He has indeed drawn 
thee by the sweet attraction of his Spirit unto himself, 
and he has explained to thee the motive for his so do- 
ing — « Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love, 
'* therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee." 
His love discovered to thee in time is the fruit of his 
love before time: for the one is the effect of the other. 
If love had not been always in his heart towards thee, 
thy heart could never have been drawn in love to him. 
But he has drawn it. And thou art seeking to have it 
drawn more closely to him. Is it not thy daily wish ; 
O for more love to my gracious Father — what a love 
has he shewn to me — ^what a free, covenant, everlasting 
love ! And yet, alas ! what poor returns do I make him ? 
Holy Spirit of love^ raise and exalt my affections, and 
let the consideration of the wonderful love of my hea- 
venly Father to me increase mine to him, and let mine 
abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
sensible experience. 

The Holy Spirit who is the great teacher and mani- 
fester of the Father's love, has revealed these propterties 
of it in scripture for the establishment of the faith of 
the children of God. He would have them to believe 
assuredly, that God is their Father, not in name only, 
but indeed and in truth ; that he has the bowels of the 
tenderest parent, and that he freely, fully, everlastingly 
loves them in his dear Son. As he loves him, so he 
loves them. He embraces the head and the members 
with the same affection. And because they can hardly 
believe this in times of trial and trouble, the Holy Spi- 
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rit would therefore satisfy their hearts of it by discover^ 
ing to them the unchangeablenes^ of their Father^s love, 
as it has been manifested ki the divine covenant, and 
confirmed with the divine oath. In both which the wit- 
ness of the Father to his children is given in this man* 
ner — I have freely loved you, 1 have engaged to love 
you, and I will ever be mindful of my covenant engag!&* 
ments* — as I live, saith the Lord, I will love you unto 
the end — ^yea, I will bless you with all spiritual and 
eternal blessings in Christ Jesus— what he^ your elder 
brother, is now in glory, that will my love make you— 
the mountains shall depart^ and the hills shall be re- 
m^ed, but my kindness shall not depart from you, 
neither shall the covenent of my peace be removed^ saith 
the Lord, that hath mercy on you. 

These are faithful sayings, and worthy of allaccepta^ 
tion. Q evil heart of unbelief,, what pretence hast thou 
to reason against the truth of them ? O ye of little faith, 
wherefore do ye doubt of' receiving the goodness of 
them ? Your Father is not a man,, that he should lie, 
neither the son of man that he should alter bis purpose. 
Hath he said,, and shall he not do it ? Or hath he spo^ 
}^en and shall he not make k good ? Yea, the purpose 
of his hearty spoken with his mouth,, shall be made good 
with his arm :. all his perfections stand engaged to esta« 
blish his ffAthful word,, and therefore it is a safe ground 
to 'build and rest upon.. Trusting to it the believer 
may boldly claim the promised blessings of his Father's 
love, and with a hope that will never make him ashamed, 
he may expect a growing eojoyment of its free covenant 
and etemaa blessings. ' 

Well then, O my soul, thou hast considered the sub- 
ject. What are thy sentiments of the love of the Fa- 
ther ? Are they such as the scripture teaches ? Take 
heed of error. A little mistake here will have dreadful 
effect^ upon thy walk.. Dost theu -believe, that thou, 
coming to. the Father through faith in the life and death, 
of his co-equal Son, art pardoned and justified before 
laim^ and that this thy coming to the Father through} 
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the Son is from the grace of the Spirit ? Therefore the 
Three that bear record in heaven do witness to thy 
being an object of covenant love. Does this witness 
keep thy conscience quiet, and thy heart happy ? Canst 
thou plead it against guilt and fear, and maintain the 
influence of it in dark and trying times? The love of 
thy heavenly Father is immutable :- dost thou experi* 
ence it to be so ? It is everlasting. Canst thou depend 
upon it as such } It has provided all blessings for thee 
in Jesus : art thou receiving them out of his fulness^ 
grace for grace ? It is proposed to thy faith in John 
xvii. and in Eph. iii. as a never failing spring of con« 
solation. Read and trvy whether thou art practically 
acquainted with what is there written. Examine the 
character of the Father^s love ; and be assured what is 
not agreeable to it^ is hot the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit His office in thy soul is to witness to what he 
hath revealed in the scripture, to explain it to thine 
understanding, to make it the ground of thy faith, and 
the enjoyment of thy heart. Dost thou then under- 
stand, and believe, and enjoy the Father^s love accord* 
ing to what the Holy Spirit has testified of it ? 

Perhaps thou art clear in^ thine understanding, but 
through the weakness of thy faith has but little enjoy- 
ment of the love of God. Why is thy faith weak ? 
Search into the cause (depend upon it^God is not the 
cause) and having discovered it, inquire into the re- 
medy. There is provision made in thb covenant for all 
the infirmities of thy faith ; for it was well ordered in 
. all things and sure, and thy faith was well ordered and 
sure — infallible securities were provided in the covenant 
to make it sure. That thou shouldst have it, that thou 
shouldst keep it, and keep it too luito the end, the 
blessed Trinity have engaged by their immutable coun- 
sel, and their immutable oath. Therefore thou art now 
kept by the powe%Df God through faith unto salvation. 
The power o£ God, which is thy keeper, has given thee 
faith, and keeps thy faith, that it fail not Thou and 
it are well kept A covenant God has the charge of 
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both. Almighty love watches over thee, and under^ 
neath are the everlasting arms. Till these fail, thj 
faith cannot fail. O what powerfal motives are these 
to induce thee to believe without wavering ! Consider 
them carefully. And may the Lord render them the 
means of strengthening thy faith, and of thereby ena^ 
bling thee to cleave more closely in love to thy hea- 
venly Father. 

It may be thou art hindered from living by unshaken 
faith, because thou hast so little love to God — ^he ought 
to have all thy heart and soul, and mind and strength, 
but it grieves thee to observe what a small part he has 
of them. This view is always humbling. Our love at 
best is not what it ought to be. It is not constant : it 
ebbs and flows. It is not perfect : the flesh lusteth al« 
ways contrary to the Spirit. It is not what God de- 
serves, as payment for love received : who will compute 
the full value of his love to one redeemed sinner? On 
earth it surpasseth knowledge. In heaven it surpasseth 
all returns of praise. The highest love of glorified 
saints is only acknowledgment; but not payment. They 
are perfectly humble, and therefore willing that God 
should have all the glory of their salvation. To him 
they ascribe it. The same mind in thee would refine 
thy love, and make it something like their's. When 
thou art considering thy love to' God, and ashamed at 
the sight of it, then look *at his. Look especially at 
his, when thine is little. Believing views of his will' 
increase thine. Thine has nothing else to excite it, or 
to nourish it. Thou art not called upon to warm thy- 
self with the sparks of thy love to God, but with the 
pure constant flame of hi« love to thee. His is to keep 
up thine. His is the first cause, and thine is but the 
effect. The experience of his will heal all the infirmi- 
ties of thine. When thy love is little, unsettled, cold» 
and dull, then study the divine properties of his : these 
rightly understood will increase, settle, warm, and ac- 
tuate thine affections. By believing meditation thou 
ndlt find a pardon provided for thy little love : the sense 
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of It will comfort thy conscience* Thy heart will grow 
hot within thee: while thou art musing the fire will 
kindle. It will break out. Thou wilt speak with thy 
tongue praise and thanksgiving to thy loving God and 
Father. 

Thou art willing then, O my soul, and ready to set 
out to follow thy God. Under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit thou hast chosen him for thy portion, and 
in a constant dependence upon his grace thou hast taken 
his way for thy daily walk. How great is the love,, 
wherewith he loveth thee t Survey it. Measure, if thou 
canst, the dimensions of it in thine own particular case. 
The more thou art acquainted with it, the readier wilt 
thou be to give him all the glory of it, and to make 
such acknowledgments as these : 

I speak the truth in Christ, I lie not,, my conscience 
bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that being jus* 
tified by faith I have found peace^ and free access to a 
reconciled God. We are agreed, and now I desire ta 
walk with him« He is my Father in Jesus, and I know 
he has bowels of the tenderest affection for me. I ought 
not, it would be base in me, to question it, since he has 
shed his love abroad in my heart by the Holy Ghost ; 
who has made me of one mmd, of one heart, and of one- 
way with himself. His way is become mine r for he^ 
has reconciled me to it by causing me to see, that he^ 
chose me freely, as an object of his electing love,, that 
he gave his Son to finish salvation work for me, and that 
he has now given his Spirit tome, who has called me^. 
and given me ears to hear, who has bestowed on me 
faith f nd hope^ and has enabled me to look upon these 
as fruits of the Father^s covenant grace, and everiasting 
favour. O what exceeding riches of love are these ! If 
I would declare and speak of them, they are more than 
can be numbered. What afti I, that I should be ac- 
cepted in the beloved ? His Father mine. He sees me,, 
loves me, yea bliesses me in him... My title is clear to 
all spiritual blessings^ becaiise God being my God in; 
Jesus^ all things ace mine,. He will make them sH 
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work together for my good. He that withheld not hi» 
own Son^ but gave him for me, how shall he not with 
him freely give me all things? Having his free grant of 
them in the word of promise, and trusting to his faith- 
fulness, I have set out to walk with my divine Friend 
and Fath^, hoping to enjoy bis loving presence all the 
way to heaven, i would not aim at getting any new 
title to his love, but to have new enjoyment. Every 
day I am seeking for more knowledge, and for more 
experience of his abundant love to me in his beloved 
Son. And for this end I would walk close with him 
in his way — ^not to buy his love, it is inestimable — ^not 
to merit it, free grace and merit cannot «tand together — 
not that I may deserve it for my walk,^ but may freely 
receive it of him in my walk-^not that be may give it 
me for walking with him, but that in walking witn him 
I may enjoy what he has already given me. His love 
is a free gift. I would by faith enjoy it in time, as I 
hope by sense to enjoy it in eternity. Whatever bles- 
sing, strength, victory, or comfort,- 1 stand in need of, I 
look to the fulness, which he has laid up in Jesus, and 
from thence I receive it. I read my title to it, and I 
take possession of it, for nothing done in me or by m&, 
now or at any other time, but only in or for the free 
grace of his Father and my Father. While 1 can live 
thus by simple faith I find I am enabjed to go on well. 
The sense of his free covenant, everlasting love keeps 
my heart happy, and makes walking with him my de- 
light. O that he njay enable me to press forward, that 
I may bold my confidence, and the rejoicing of my hope 
stedfast unto the end ! And why need I doubt of it, 
since he has me in his keeping ? His love has bound 
itself to me by covenant engagements,, which are my 
full security for what he has declared,. * I will never 
"leave thee nor forsake thee."" 

These jdesires, I am persuaded, are from^ thee, O Fa- 
ther of mercies. I could never have sought my hap. 
piness in thy love^ unless thou hadst first loved me.. O 

^ant me then the desire ofmy. heart. What th j good 
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Spirit has put me upon seeking, let me by his grace find 
continually. He has manifested to me thy perfect re*. 
concilation to thy people through the life and death" oif 
Jesus. It has beei^ given me on his behalf to believe 
this. I have therefore taken thee for my God and my 
portion, and I wouM so walk with thee as to obtain a 
growing knowledge and experience of thy love. For 
this cause I bow ray knees unto thee^ holy Father. O 
hear and answer the prayer of faith. Give me grace to 
walk with thee in love all the way to glory. I ask it 
in the- name of Jesus : for thou art the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven 
and earth is named. One Father, one famify, one love. 
Thou receivest all thy children, whether in heaven ov 
earth, into the same near relation, and embraoest them 
with the same dear affection in thy beloved Son. O 
what a mercy is this ! Blessed, for ever blessed be thy 
fatherly love, which chose me to be of thy family, and 
which has brought me to know that I am a child of God 
by Mth in Christ Jesus* I thank thee for giving me 
tne desire to live as such, and to walk worthy of my 
high calling. O grant me then according to the riches 
of thy glory, (out of thine infinite treasury of grace^ 
and to the praise of the gloiy of thy grace) to bo 
strengthened with might by thy Spirit in tne inner maiu 
He is the [H'omise of the Fkthen All thy children 
have thar new birth, and every faculty of the new man 
from him, and' by the wcHrking of his mighty power 
they are kept, as well as renewed day by day : fop 
without him they can do nothing. Of this he has 
thoroughly convinced me. I know I cannot call thee 
Father,, nor believe in: thee, nor love thee, but by thy 
Spirit. 

O my God, strengthen me effectually by his grace 
in the inner man, for every purpose of spiritual life. 
Whatever he has engaged to do in thy children, let 
him do it in me, that through his presence and power 
Christ may dwell in my heart by faith. O let him 
continually diacover to me mine interest ia Christy, and 
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open to me the exceeding riches of thy love in him. 
Holy Father, let thy good Spirit abide with me, that 
I may know for certain Christ is one with me, and I 
am one with him, and may thereby be able to maintain 
constant fellowship with him — ^he dwelling in me and I 
in him. O may I thus live continually by the faith of 
the Son of God, depending always for acceptance with 
thee upon his atonement and his righteousness, and so 
may find the happy fruit of his prayer to thee — " O 
** righteous Fatner, I have declared to my disciples 
" thy name, and will declare it, that the love, where- 
" with thou lovest me, may be in them, and I in them." 
Thou didst hear, thou hast answered times out of 
number, the request of thy beloved Son. Lord God 
answer it to me. Let me rejoice in thy love, and find 
it to be the same to me, as to him. Let thy good 
Spirit root me and ground me in the knowledge of thy 
love to me in Jesus. . O grant me to be deeply rooted 
in the experience of it, that ray faith working by love 
may bring forth much fruit to thy glory, and I may 
Become so grounded in love, as to stand unshaken, like 
a house built upon a rock, against every attack made 
upon thy love to thee. O my God and Father, my 
heart is naked and open to thee. Thou knowest the 
secrets of it. Thou seest how fervently I pray for the 
abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. My prayer comes 
from a feeling sense of my want of him, and from a de- 
pendence on thy promise to give the Spirit to them 
that ask him. Lord, I ask. Grant me to be strength, 
ened by him with every needful gift and grace in the 
inner man. Send him to manifest plainer and plainer 
my union with Jesus, in order to my keeping up com- 
munion with him : that having him dwelling in ray heart 
by faith, I may be so established in the experience of thy 
love to me in him, as to be able to comprehend with all 
saints, what is that breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height of thy love. All the saints comprehend it. But 
the saints below less than they above. And some of 
them below comprehend more than others* I know 
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but little: O my 6od» increase my knawledge of thy 
love in Jesus. Whereunto I have attained, establish me ; 
and keep me pressing forward for clearer discoveries 
of it. Help me to survey it, so far as faith is able, in 
its most glorious dimensions, and to praise thee for 
mine experience of its rich mercies. Holy Fiather, teach 
me still more by thy Spirit of the boundless freeness,. 
and of the endless fulness of thy lave — ^let me know thy 
love in Christ, which passeth knowledge.. Although I 
cannot know it, as it is, m v limited understanding being 
incapable of measuring tne infinity of thy love, yet for 
this very reason let me be daily studying to know more of 
it — ^growing up into Christ Jesus by faith — abounding 
in liope by the power of the Holy Ghost — ^and increase, 
ing in the lave of God. Holy, blessed, and glorious 
Trinity, let me thus partake of the fulness of grace 
below, graoe for grace, till 1 partake of the fulness of 
glory above — ^that I may be mled with all the fulness 
which is of God, with which thou hast promised ta 
fill thy children in earth and heaven. Q magnify thy 
love towards me according to its greatness, and not 
according to my deserts, or to my prayers. I know 
thou canst do exceeding abundantly aoove all th^it I 
can ask or think, according to the power that work« 
eth efiectually in me. Thy power engaged to act 
for me is. the support of ray faith, and mine encourage- 
ment in my prayer. It is an infinite and almighty 
power, which lias graciously begun, and has liitherta 
prosperously carried on the good work in my soul. 
To it all things are possible. Lord forbid I should 
doubt of thy granting the petitions, which I have been 
offering up unto thee in thy Son^s name. That which 
thou hast promised, thou art able to perform. O my 
God and Father, set thy power to work more effectual- 
ly in me. Let the Spint of might enlarge nty thoughts 
of, and my faith in, thy precious love. Let me experi- 
ence daily, how much more thou art able to do, than I 
have yet obtained ; to give, than I have yet asked ; to 
increase, thaa I have yet thought. And whatever in?» 
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crease thou' givest, may it draw out mine affections m 
greater love to thee, and to thjr ways, and so be the 
means of bringing more glory to thee. For thy love 
ki Jesus the whole family in heaven' ^id earth is as* 
cribing honour and praise. Accept my thanks, holy 
Father, together with theirs. To thee be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages world with* 
out end. Amen^ 



CHAP. IV. 

The believer goes on successfuUyy while he^ walks 6y 
Jmth in a constant dependence upon bis reconciled 
God, and loving Father^ 

J HE leading principle upon which he sets out is thisk 
God is my God and Father. He is perfectly recon- 
ciled unto me, and my conscience is at peace with him 
thrgugh faith in his beloved Son. He loves me in him. 
He has manifested it plainly to me, and now my heart 
would cleave to him as my most tender paren,t. I 
would rest in my love to- him as he rests in his love to 
Hie. It is entirely through the grace of the eternal 
Spirit, that I have been enabled thus to believe in the 
finished work of Jesus, and to experience the Father's 
love in him. By which means I have been satisfied of 
the love of the ever-blessed Trinity to my soul. Father, 
Son and Spirit have covenanted to- make me an heir of 
God, and a joint heir with Christ : From ray belief and 
experience of these truths. I have been enabled to choose 
God for my portion. His will is become mine. His 
appointed way is my course ; and now I desire so to 
walk with him, as to maintain in my conscience,, the 
peace of God, and in my heart the love of God. I do 
not expect any new title to those^ inestimable graces. 
My claim is good and valid under Christ. I would not 
dii^arage it by supposing that my close walk with God 
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was to make any atonement for my sins, or to be the 
least part of my justifying righteousness. I have these 
already, and perfeBtly too in Jesus. The enjoyment of 
them is the thing I want. I am seeking for more of that 
peace with, and love to, the Father, to which I am en- 
titled in his Son. His fulness, the fulness of him that 
filleth all in all, is mine. A free grant of it has passied 
in the court of heaven, has been revealed in the record 
of truth, and I by believing have accepted the grant. 
I am in possession of its privileges, and am enjoying 
its blessings. On the fulness of Jesus I Kve this day. 
Out of it I hope to be receiving every grace, which I 
shall want for my safe and happy walk with his Father 
and my Father. Bless the Lord, Q my soul, for what 
thou icnowest and hast experienced of his abundant 
grace : which has enabled thee thus to resolve to walk 
with thy reconciled God and loving Father. This day 
thou art called upon to maintain peace with him in thy 
conscience, and love to him in thy heart ; peace like 
his, flowing from the sense of being perfectly reconciled 
to thee — love like bis, the happy fruit of his unchanged 
able love to thee. Whatever thou meetest with in 
thy work or warfare ought not to lessen, but ought 
to exercise and to improve those graces. Never forget 
that he is thy God-— the God of peace. He stands re- 
lated to thee ill the dearest and most indissoluble bond 
of love. He is thy Father in Jesus. Keep the sense 
of this always fresh upon thy mind, and' thy steps will 
be ordered aright. Nothing will be able to stop thee 
in the way to heaven^ or to seduce thee out of it ; 
but every thing will bring thee forward. Whilst thou 
canst maintain peace and love, thou wilt go on prosper- 
ously against guilt and self-righteousness, against the 
wiles and assaults of thy spiritual foes, against the world 
which lieth in wickedness, and against every inward 
and outward trial. The Lord being ©n thy side, all 
these shall work together under him for thy good, and 
they shall be the means of making th^e walk safely in 
the way„ and. of bringing th^ happily to the end of it* 
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The apostle has given us the whole plan in few words 
i— " We walk, sajrs he, by faith, and not by sight.*** 
We direct our christian course by believing, and not by 
fleeing. Faith is to us the evidence of things not seen,- 
and the ground of our hoping, ta enjoy them. We 
believe upon the authority of God's wordy that they 
are what he describes them to be ; foi* faith,, as a grace 
of the Spirit, consists in giving credit to what God 
says. If it be a truth proposed to the understanding, 
faith relies upon the infallible word, if it be a promise, 
faith depends upon the arm of God to make it good^ 
And whatever he has promised, faith (when it is as it 
should be) does not stagger at difficulties, but rests 
fully persuaded, that what God hath promised, he is 
able £dso to perform. Faith looks at the word spoken, 
and overlooks seeming impossibilities: Tuus salth 
THE LoED— that is enougb for faiths— full of satisfy- 
ing evidence : for it knows, that to speak and to do 
are the same thing with an unchangeable God. 

How many errors in judgment, and consequent mis- 
takes in practice, prevail at this day, chiefly arising from 
confounding faith with its fruits ; and from our distin- 
guishing between the word of God believed, and what 
will follow upon believing it aright.^ Thus some make 
assurance to be of the essence of faith, others make ap- 
propriation, and raaay make it consist iaan impression 
upon the mind,, that Christ loved me, and gave himself 
for me. These are fruits:, what faith should produce, 
but not what it is. These are effects of faith working, 
and not definitions of the nature of faith. A believer 
should be exhorted to-make his calling and election sure; 
for it is his privilege- He ought to ^ve all diligence 
to attain assurance, to appropriate Christ with all his 
blessings to himself, and to be clearly persuaded that 
Christ loved him and gave himself for him. These are 
blessed fruits of believing. May God give his people 
more of them. But then the tree must be before the 
fruits, and the fruits grow upon the tree. Faith is first, 
imd faith derives its being from believing the word of 
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Crod, and all its fruits are continued acts of believing. 
And when you hear of believing, do you not always 
think of something spoken ? You cannot separate these 
two in your mind. Something has been said and pro- 
posed to you before your belief can be called for. If 
nothing has been said, belief has no exercise. Faith and 
the word of God therefore are related, as the effect and 
the cause ; l)ecause faith cometh by hearing, and hear^ 
ing by the word of God. What God hath spoken in 
his word demands belief from all that hear it. When 
faith cometh by hearing it, then we assent to the truth of 
what God has said, and we rely upon his faithfulness to 
make good what he has promised. Assurance is this 
faith grown to its full stature, but we are not bom six 
feet high. Appropriation is a very comfortable acting 
of faith, when a man is persuaded of his interest in cove« 
nant mercies : and, from what he then feels, can say, 
Christ loved me and gave himself for me; but he had 
not this comfort in times of heaviness, he may be walk- 
ing in darkness and having no light, yea in the hidings 
of the Lord''s countenance, and yet even then he may 
trust simply to what God hath spoken ; which is true 
faith, and more exalted faith, than that which draws its 
evidence from its appropriating acts and its present ex- 
perience, the more a man trusts to sense, the less he 
lives by faith ; for sensible feelings are not faith. Inii* 
presfflons are not believing. I see the sun ; I heai* a 
sound ; I feel an object: faith has no place in these in- 
stances. Its essence is believing and trusting what God 
hath spoken. If his word be believed, and by believ- 
ing the conscience find peace, and the heart joy : These 
• are joy and peace in believing. They come from be- 
lieving; are its effects; and no more enter into the 
essence of faith, than comfortable feelings do into the 
essence of man. He is as truly a man, when miserable, 
as he is when comfortable. 

These mistakes should be carefully guarded against^ 
because they are chiefly pernicious to the children of 
God; who are kept hy them from growing up iaU^ 
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assurance, into appropriation, and into the sensible ex- 
perience of Grod^s love to them in Christ Jesus. They 
are puzzled— they are misled, by being told they have' 
no faith, if they have no assurance, &c. They examine 
them/^lves, but cannot find any such faith. This dis- 
courages them. They are t^npted to think they have 
so true faith, because they have not vhat certain persons 
talk of. But if they would adhere strictly to the word 
of God, and would take their ideas from, it, they would 
see bow simple and plain a thing believing is, »id would 
soon be satii^ed that they were true believers. Which 
conviction would have many blessed effects, especially 
these-^t would put them upon seeking for an mcrease 
of faith, and upon expecting the proper fruits of faith. 
What nourishes faith, ripens them : for they cannot be 

Eroduced so long as persons are doubting whether they 
ave any faith at all. They would see how desirable 
it is to Delieve without doubt or wavering, what honour 
it puts' upon Grod^s word, what comfort it brings to 
them. And they would be waiting in the appointed 
means for grace to maintain, for grace to improve their 
faith, that they may be going on from faith to faith. 
While this, was their end and aim, faith in act and ex- 
ercise, maintained and improved, would bring in daily 
growing evidence of their being indeed partakers of the 
faith of God's elect Living by faith, walking by 
faith, would demonstrate to them their spiritual life and 
walk, as plainly as natural life and walk can be demon- 
strated by any outward actions. 

. Here is great need, O my soul, to read the scrip- 
ture, and to pray for the Spirit of wisdom. Read, pray 
much ; lest thou shouldest err concerning the faith. 
Every error will be a stumbling block in the way of thy 
holy walk, and make thee tired of it, or seduce thee out 
of it. Let it be one of thy daily petitions, liord, save 
me from all mistakes concerning the faith of the Gospel ; 
md let the word of God, by which faith cometh and 
groweth be thy daily study. This is thy present busi- 
ness. Now set out, trusting to \itJhat God bath spoken. 
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and relying on what he hath promised. On this princU 
pie proceed, as it is laid down by the apostle, C<^. ii. 6. 
" As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
** so walk ye in him.** He is expressing his joy at his 
beholding their order, and the steidfastness of their faith 
in Christ, and he would teach them how to maintain 
their faith throughout their christian course. How did 
you receive Christ at first ? Was it not by believing ? 
Receiving Christ and believing in him are in John i. 1^ 
supposed to mean the same thing. And in John xvii. 
20, 21, our Lord says, that they who believe in him 
through the word are one with him. Christ then is 
received by faith, and by the same faith, by the belief 
of the same Word of God, we walk in him, so as tp be 
rooted and grounded and established in fhe faith. Our 
walk is in him, not any thing distinct from him ; but is 
the effect of union with him. By him we live, in him 
we walk*— rooted m him, we grow, as a branch in the 
vine— -built up in him, we are fixed as a building on a 
sure foundation, and thereby we become established and 
strengthened in the faith. Every step we take is by 
faith, by the same faith, wherewith Christ was r^eivea. 
He must be received always, as he was received once. 
There is no change of object, and there must be no 
change of faith, but the same continued trust on his 
word, and the same dependence on his promised strength. 
We never set out to walk with a reconciled God till we 
are one with Christ by faith, and know our union with 
him, and our walk is m consequence of this. If we go 
on at all it is by communion with him. We can receive 
only out of his fulness grace for grace, to make us 
willing and able to go forward. Our fellowship with 
him is in every part and in every moment of our walk, 
and this is as necessary as our fellowship with the air 
and elements of this world is to every thing that con* 
cems our natural walk. Our wisdom to guide our 
steps, our progress in the way, our courage and strength, 
4>ur warfare and victory^ every grace and every bles- 
i^ng b received by faith, and is the effect of our com^ 
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inunion with Jehovah Jesus. We trust in his word, 
^e rely on his arm, we wait on his faithfulness, and so 
go forward: for he makes good what he had promised 
to give us in our walk, which confirms the peace of God, 
establishes our hearts in the love of God, increases our 
faith, and thereby makes our daily walk more comfort- 
able to us, and more glorious to him. 

But if faith consist in believing and trusting the word 
of God, it may be required, how shall we know the 
difference between true and false, between dead and 
living fmth. It may be known from the cause. The 
fruit of the Spirit is faith. He produces it. It is his 
gift, bestowed by his operation, continued by his power, 
increased by his blessing, and carried on to the end, by 
his never leaving nor forsaking his own work. And he 
makes it known to be his. He gives eyes to see it, and 
hearts to acknowledge it. Therefore the apostle sayg 
of them who have received the Spirit of Grod, that they 
KNOW the things which are freely given to them of 
God ; by faith they both know the reality, and also 
taste the sweetness of those free gifts of free grace. 

It may be known from the effects. Dead faith 
brings forth nothing. Living faith is fruitful. It pro- 
duces a hearty trust in the truth of what God hath 
tspoken, and a quiet reliance on the faithfulness of what 
God hath promised. It gives him credit for the 
finished salvation of his Son, and puts honour upon his 
record concerning it ; whereby peace is received into 
the conscience, and love into the heart Upon which 
there follows a settled dependence upon this reconciled 
God, and loving Father for the fulfilling of every pro- 
mise, and this is improved by daily experience. He 
that trusteth in the Lord is never confounded. God 
is faithful. His promises cannot fail. Bkssed is the 
man that trusteth in him. The Lord God will be A 
sun and shield unto him : the Lord will ^ve him grace 
and glory. 

As for the hypocrites, it is not so with them. The 
lioly Spirit was not the author of their faith. It was 



WALK OP PAItH. 16ft 

a fancy of their own, formed in their heads without any 
warrant from Grod. Th^e was no life in it, and no 
living effects from it There was the form, and nothing 
more. They made a profession, but never came to any 
enjoyment. They had no vital union, and therdbre 
they could not have any real communion with Christ 
They could not, as the apostle expresses it, walk nr 
him^ and therefore in the nour of temptation they fell 
away, and came to nothing. Take heed then, O my 
soul, of mistakes. Examine carefully of what sort thy 
faith is. Bring it to the standard of scripture ; and see 
what went before believing— see whether, thou dost 
now from thy heart believe what God hath spoken*— wait 
for th^ effects. Dost thou so trust his word^as to take 
faim for thy God and thy portion ? Art thou walking 
with him ? And art thou depending on him to bestow 
the promised graces and blessings on thee in thy walk ? 
If this be thine experience; thou art set out well ; go / 
on. Remember where every thins relating to thy walk 
is to be had. The Father^s love has laid it aU up in 
the Son'^s fulness, and it is the office of the Holy Spirit 
to teach thee how to receive out of it grace for grace. 
He teaches by his word. With this in thy hand, and 
his light in thine understanding, read aa4 study what he 
has promised thee for thy safe, happy, and holy walk. 
Take no step without the direction of his word, and 
«xpect at every step, that he will make good to thee 
what he has promised. Thou wilt very soon find the 
necessity of this dependence upon him ; for ere thou 
hast well begun thy walk, thou wilt be called upon to 
exercise thy faith and put it to trial. Thou wilt meet 
with many things in thee averse to this holy walk; and 
many more to distress thee in it The body of sin, the 
old man, the flesh,, ^ith its affections and lusts are still 
in thee. It is of dieir nature to be lusting, ^nd to be 
always putting forth some of their filthy motions, in 
order to draw thee to walk after the flesh, and not after 
the Spirit. The tempter helps them all he can. He 
knows how to improve them to his own interest : and 
Vol. I. H 
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from what Is passing within thee, there be a right and 
sense of sin, that if he can get thee to look at it in his 
view, he will act upon thy legal and self-righteous tem- 
pers, and will inject such vile insinuations as these 
i^aitist the Lord and against his Christ. — 
' How is it I am yet the subject of sin ? It is still in 
me. It cleaves to me, as the flesh to my bones, and it 
mixes so with my duties, that I cannot perform them 
without it. I sometimes fear I am nothing but sin. 
When I attempt to walk with God, ere I set out, 
something evil arises within me, and stc^ me. Some 
proud unbelieving thought, some sensual affection, some 
worldly disposition, some corruption or other is ever at 
hand to hinder my course. Wnat then must I think of 
myself? I scarce know what. Things, I see, do not 
grow better. I have been long hoping for it ; but I 
£nd there still dwelleth no good thing in me : so that 
I am almost ready to question the truth of my grace, 
and it is with great difficulty I can keep up any peace 
in my conscience. 

When the believer is attacked in this manner, (and 
who is not at some time or other) how is he to defend 
himself? Will his skilfulness in the word of righteous* 
tiess, and his faith in the word of reconciliation keep 
him safe in the hour of temptation? Yea. By the 
grace of the Holy Spirit the lessons before learnt will 
be enforced, and brought into use. This is the time 
to maintain faith in the atonement, and in the righte- 
ousness of the God-man. Now it is to be tried in the 
fire ; and it is put to the trial, that it may come out of 
it, like gold, proved to be steriing metal, and refined 
from its dross — better in every respect for having gone 
through the fire. The trial of faith is far more pre- 
cious than that of gold which perisheth. It is there- 
fore put into the furnace, that the believer may know 
the truth of it, and may experience the blessings of it. 
Tmth conflicting with unbelief is a good fight — some- 
times sharp ; but alway« profitable. The flesh may be 
jweak and ready to yield, faith may be hard put to it^ 
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bat victory is certain. During the battle the Warrior ft 
inyincible in the whole armour of God. He takes to 
him the shield of faith, and holds it up against the fiery 
darts of Satan. He draws out the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God, and with it he defeats Satan. 
He consults or remembers a scripture suitable to hia 
present case, and this being set home by the Holy Spirit 
puts an end to the enga^ment, and restores and settles 
sweet peace in. the conscience. How often has he ap* 
plied the following passage, which the Lord speaks 
concerning his true Israelites, Jei\ xxxii. S^, 39, 40, 41. 
" They «hall be my people, and I will be their God, 
** and I will give them one heart, imd one way, that 
^* they may fear me fok eveb, for the good or them, 
^* and of tneir children after them, and I will make an, 
" everlasting covenant for them, that I will not turn 

away from them to do them good ; but I will put 

my fear into their hearts that they shall not depart 
" from me; yea, I will rejcMce over' tbem to do them 
"good." 

What strong consolatfon is there in this scripture ! 
Every sentence has an argument in k, tending to esta- 
blish peace with God, and to maintain it in the midst of 
war. How quieting and satisfying to the troubled con« 
science In his covenant purpose ! *^ They shall be 
^* my people, and I will be their God.'' They shall^ 
because I will. My will shall make them willing. 
And in the day of my power, when iny purpose takes 
place, I will give them one heart, turned to myself, and 
one way, to walk witb me by faith, as obedient chiL 
dien With their loving Father. This I will do for them 
that they may fear me^ roJi evee, that the fear of 
offending me may rule always and by all means in 
their hearts. 

O what promises are these I What can weak faidi re* 
tjuire farther to silence its doubts ? How great is the 
ness of God to his children, who knowing their 

ame, and whereof &ey are made, for the good of them 
and of their chUdrea anier them, has laid such a foun« 
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-dation for their faith, that they may build on it and not 
he afraid, yea standing on it they may fight the good 
fight of faith, assured of victory. 

I will make, says their God, an everlasting covenant 
for them, a covenant ordered in all things and sure by 
the counsel and oath of the blessed Trinity, the two 
immutable things, in which it is impossible God should 
lie : the mountains shall depart and the hills shall be re- 
moved, but my kindness shall not depart from them, 
neither shcdl the covenant of my peace be removed, saith 
the Lord, that hath mercy on them. My covenant was 
made for them, and shall oe made good to them. As I 
live, saith the X.ord, I will not turn away from them 
to do them good. I will never change my.purpose, nor 
alter the word that is gone out of my mouth. I mean 
nothing but good to them. My heart is fixed upon it. 
Ajad I will not leave the event to them. They shall 
not have the management of my purposes, nor have any 
power to defeat them. My wdl to do them good shall 
not depend on their will, or on their faithfulness, or on 
any thmg in themselves. I have taken all their con- 
cems into mine own hands, and I will conduct them dll 
to the praise of the glory of mine own grace. I will 
put my fear into tfaar hearts, that they shall not depart 
from me-— they shall not depart from me. They are 
not the cause of their not departing, but I am. I have 
taken it upon myself. I will give them grace to walk 
close with liie, and to fear me always. I have cove- 
nanted for all, the means as well as the end, and I will 
keep them by my almighty power, till they receive the 
end of their faith, even the salvation of their souls, 
*^ Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good.'' This 
confirms all the rest. His purpose of doing them good, 
his executing it, his contmmng it, his increasing it 
through time and through eternity, is a matter of re- 
joicing to the Lord God. He delights in it. It always 
was, and always will be the joy of his heart, his crown 
and glory. He will not, he cannorbe deprived of his 
joy. Consider this, thou poor distressed soul, who art 
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m heaviness through manifold temptations, and ready to 
faint through the weakness of thy faith. Take courage. 
Thy salvation is safe. Thy Father^ who is in heaven 
rejoices in it : he will save : he will rejoice over thee with 
joy, he will rest in his love ; he will joy over thee with 
singing. And his joy too shall be thine. As sure as 
God is in Zion, thou shalt return and come to Zion with 
songs, and everlasting joy upon thy head, thou shalt 
lli||tain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away for ever.- 

O what a discovery is here of the ever loving heart of 
our heavenly Father ! What more could he promise in 
order to put an end to all strife in the consciences of 
his afflicted children ! He has engaged in a covenant of 
peace to do good, nothing but good, to them. He has 
undertaken tne whole of the covenant— -what was to be 
done in them, as well as for them— to work out, to ap- 
ply, and to secure their salvation. . It is his unchange- 
able purpose, not to depart from them,- and not to suffer 
them to depart from him, but he will rejoice in doing 
them good, and that for ever. This scripture, when 
understood and applied by the Holy Spirit is received as 
fiill evidence of the unchangeable love of God to hig 
children, and then it quiets their troubled, minds. 
They can believe God to be their God still in an uiu 
changeable covenant, and they become satisfied that he 
has made them, and will keep them his people for ever. 
When they can thus mix faitn with the promise, it then 
becomes the means of their resting on the faithful arm 
of God in the hour of temptation, and of their finding 
him still a God of peace : whereby peace is established 
in their consciences, and multiplied in their hearts. 
They learn to put more trust in him, as their perfectly 
reconciled Father, and to approach him with more holy 
filial confidence. The trial of their faith, sharp as it 
was, yet has done them great good. It has proved 
their peace and has confirmed it. They know now well 
that it is the peace of God ; and they have been taught 
bow to maintain it War makes good soldiers. The 
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trials cS their grace are for their improvemeiit of graoe^ 
Their peade has been therefore shaken, like a new plant- 
ed tree that it may take deeper and faster root. Being 
thus strengthened in the faith^ and having the peace of 
God ruhng in their hearts, they can meditate upon this 
scripture, and turn it into a subject of prayer and praise. 
O gracious God and Father, pardon my thoughts 
of thy love to me in Jesus; I was tempted, and ready 
to give wKy to unbelief: but the gracious provision mi^p|^ 
in thy word was the means of keeping me Ib the houfr 
of temptation. O my God, make the word,, in which 
thou hast caused me to put my trust, more precidlis to 
my soul. Open still more to me the fulness of it, and 

Jut me into happier possession of its promised blessings, 
praise thee, I worship thee for revealing this promise 
by thy Spirit, and for applying it by his grace with 
comfort to my heart I no,w set to my seal, that it is 
true. It is a fidthful saying and worthy of sJl accepta- 
tion. Glory be to thee that I accept it,, and enjoy the 
good promised in it O Father of merdes, what am I 
that I should be made one of thy people, and should 
have thee for my God. This love passetb knowledge- 
O help me to. understand more, give me to find more of 
thy covenant love. Make my heart* one with thee. 
Lead me in thy one way, that I may fear thee for ever. 
And when temptations com$, such as I have been in» 
grant they may bring me nearef to thee, and may bq 
the means of my making use of what thou hast pro^ 
vided for me in thy Son^s fulness. O let thy good Spi- 
rit abide with me to establish my faith in thine ever- 
lasting covenant, that I may believe thou wilt never 
turn from me to. do me good^ Merciful God grant 
me this grace in every hour of need. Thou hast givetk 
me thy word for it, and therein thou hast enabled mo 
to put my trust On thy f^uthful promise I would de« 
pend, and on nothing in myself. Thou hast shewed me 
something of my heart, and I feel it is revolting and 
ready always to rebel against God ; but thou hast un-^ 
«4lei:tak^n to put thy fear into it, that it shall not dep^i;^ 
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from th^ : therefore into thy faithful hands I commit 
it. Keep me, my God, by thy mighty power through 
faith unto salvation. Amen^ Amen, 

Happy trials ! which have so good an issue,t and 
, bring forth such peaceable fruits. My brethren, a<>- 
count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations, if 
they lead to the exercise of grace, and occasion fervent 
effectual prayer. The believer thus tried, learns by 
practice the necessity of being at peace with God, and 
of maintaining it in order to walk with God. He is put 
upon studying the nature of this peace. He reads and 
meditates upon the revealed account of it. He sees it 
is a perfect unchangeable peace, secured to him by the 
everlasting covenant of the blessed Trinity, who have 
engaged to save him from all his sins and miseries, and 
never to turn away fcom doing him good. To this he 
trusts. He commits himself to the care of this cove- 
nant God ; and he finds the promise true. In tempta- 
tion he believes, and is delivered. In his warfare out 
of weakness he is made strong. He fights the good 
fight of faith,, and he conquers all his enemies. He 
learns from, trials to trust with more confidence. . He 
not only maintains, but also improves peace with God. 
He depends on what God has promised to them', who 
walk with him, and the promise is made good, and he 
learns to go on more comfortably,^ and daily walks clos» 
with his heavenly Father. 

The enemy looks on him with malice. He envies his 
state. He once knew the heaven of communion with 
God, but he was lifted up with pride, and fell. It stirs 
up every infernal temper in him to see the happy be- 
liever,, who had fallen like bim restored to what he can 
never expect. Hence either as a sly serpent, or as a 
roaring lion, he never ceases to tempt. As soon as one 
wile fails, he has another ready. He is night and day 
plotting and scheming, waiting for an opportunity to 
make a seasonable attack. While conscience is at peace 
with God, and lives under the protection of the blood of 
sprinkling, be tempts in vain. But he does not despair 
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of success. He knows he has an ally within tts in fast 
league with sin, and therefore he stilfiiopes^ to draw him 
into sin by surprise or assault. In which he is indefati-. 

fable. He is nev^ tired. He is always tempting the 
eliever, not so much to gross offences, as to spiritual 
wickedness. Sly injections, legal insinuations, and self- 
righteous thoughts, are his most common temptations. 
With these he tries to shake the peace of conscience,, 
and he forms his attack generally in this manner. 

How can you be a child of God, and yet be as you 
are ? There is nothing in you, for which God should 
look upon you, and love you. What have you ? What 
ceasing from evil, what learning to do well, to recom.. 
mend you to him ? How can God love any thing, unless 
it be agreeable to his will, and what can he delight in 
unless it be conformable to his image ? But do you live 
up to his will, and is his image perfectly renewed in 
yoil ? Have you grace, and do you live up to it ? Are 
you a christian, and are you like Christ ? How are your 
duties? Just as they should bef You know they are 
not, and how can God be pleased with them, when you 
•re not pleased with them yourself? * How is your walk ? 
Is it such as becometh your high calling— close with 
God, and at a vast distance from sin, and the world f^ 
How is your warfare? Is the whole armour of God 
kept buckled on ? And are you always in the strength 
of the Lord a conqueror ? Examine, and try yourself.. 
Bring forth that one good* thing, for which God should 
love you, and bestow his blessing upon you. You have 
no such thing.. You have nothing to merit, yea, no- 
thing to recommend you to the divine favour: and there- 
fore IS it not great presumption to fancy, that God will 
love such a one as you, whose just desert is wrath and 
everlasting destruction ? 

These are some of the depths of Satan. He knows, 
how strongly we are by nature attached to the covenant 
of works, and that if he can get the believer to look off 
from Jesus, expecting to see something in himself, for 
which God should love him, he shall thei]i weaken hi»« 
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faith and shake his peace. In this snare he has catched 
many a child of God. The temptation is suitable to the 
workings of our legal minds : it flatters our self-righ* 
teous hopes : and is vastly pleasing to the pride of our 
carnal hearts. No wonder then, so long as there is flesh 
in us as well as spirit, this artful suggestion should be 
sometimes received in this manner— Have I any thing 
for which God should esteem me and Uless me ? I wish 
I could discover some amiable temper, or some praise- 
worthy deed, which might recommend me to the par« 
Ucular regard of God. Indeed at. present I have not 
any such. But I hope to attain it sometime or other. 
If I do but use more diligence, and watchfulness, and 
wait more constantly in the means of grace, perhaps I 
may attain it soon. However there can be no harm in 
trymg. I will exert myself. And I hope the day will 
come, when I shall be someway deserving of the divine 
favour. 

Here the temptation has taken place. As the serpent 
beguiled Eve, through his subtilty, so is this man^s 
mind corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ 
The subtile serpent has attacked the liberty of the 
child of God ana has darkened his understandling, and 
obscured his view of gospel grace. His eye is not now 
sinffle : his heart is not now simple, in the finished saU 
vation. He has been deceived into a legal dependence, 
and is giving way to a spirit of bondage. If he was left 
to himself, the enemy would lead him captive at his will. 
Satan deares to have him, that he may sift him as 
wheat, but he is not suffered to blow any thing away^ 
except a little chafi^; for the Holy Spmt, in whose 
keepmg he is, dicovers and defeats the Attempts of Satan. 
He brings to his mind, and enables him to make use 
of what he before knew of the doctrine of grace. The 
present trifrt requires the practice and affords occasion 
for the improvement of his former lessons. He had 
learnt from scripture, truths very different from the 
suggestions, to which he was ready to yield. He was 
therein taught, that the Father's love to bis children 
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does not suppose merit in them. Grace do^ not foUaw 
works : for then grace would be no more grace. Elec- 
tion is not of him that willeth, or <^ him that runneth^ 
but of God, who' sheweth mercy. For we are saved 
freely by grace through fiEuth^ and that not of ourselves ; 
it is the gift of God. The election of grace is from 
mere love and sovereign favour^ and has no motives to 
influence it but the gcxxl pleasure of the divine will. 
The objects of it are not the worthy, but the unworthy 
—not innocent, but fallen man^-sinners, as such, no 
way conditioned or qualified-— the lost, the helpless, the 
ungodly— -yea the chief of sinners— open enemies and 
rebels against Grod. They are not saved by works of 
righteousness, which they have done, or can do, least 
any of them should boast : For boasting is absolutely 
excluded. Salvation was so contrived^ was so wrought 
out, and is so applied, that he who glorieth shall have 
nothing left him to glory in, but the Lord. No flesh 
can glory in his presence : for of him, and through him, 
and to him are all things, to whom be glory for even 

So soon as the spirit of God opens this view of the 
exceeding riches ot divine grace, the believer sees his 
mistake. He finds that he was departing from the sim« 
plicity of the gospel, by supposing that the love of God 
followed merit, and that he should be loved more accord- 
ing as his walk recommended him. His eyes are open- 
ed. The delusion vanishes. The perfect freeness, and 
the absolute spvereignty of the Father's, love as revealed 
in scripture, is manifested to him. He reads, and mixes 
faith with what he reads, and so recovers himself out of 
the snare of the devil Some such passage as this is made 
the means (^his deliverance, Pml. ciii. 17. ^^ The mercy 
^< of the Lord is from everiasting to everlasting upon 
<< them that fear him-.'' Precious words 1 full of rich 
consolation to those, who have been tempted to seek 
some qualifications in themselves, on account of which 
they might be entitled to the love of God, and who have 

l)eea distressed upon their not finding it. The holy 
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Spirit teaches such persons to look out of themselves, 
to an object exactly suitable to their case. He directs 
them to the divine mercy— a never failing spring of 
comfort— -to that mercy^ which reacheth from eternity 
to eternity-**and which confers its richest favours, not for 
the worthiness of the receiver, but to the praise of the- 
grace of the giver. Here he would have them fix their 
eyes, and expect relief to their hearts^ Out of the fulness 
of mercy they may always receive grace for grace ; for 
the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlast- 
ing upon them that fear him. Every word is weighty. 
Meditate upon it, O my soul, and may the consideration 
of each lead thee to exalt that mercy of God, which is 
over all his works. 

j£HOVAH is the word here rendered Lord. It is the 
incommunicable name, expressive of the incommunicable 
nature of the Godhead. It signifies the peculiar manner 
of the divine existence, which is in, and of itself, unde- 
lived, and independent. O how happy is it for the^ 
that there is mercy in the sel^^xistent Godhead, and 
that every perfection in it. will be for ever exalted, even 
justice itself, for the exercise of mercy. May the Holy 
Spirit teach thee more of its nature, and make thee 
daily more acquainted in thine experience with its freci 
grace and free gifts. 

Meacy is that perfection in Jehovah, which disposes 
him to save miserable sinners: not a blind mercy, 
such as infidels dream of — ^but consistent with the 
honour of his law, and exercised to'theglory of hisholy 
precepts and of its just sanctions : therefore mercy and 
truth are so often mentioned together in scripture. 
G<xl will not shew any mercy to sinners, but such as 
tends to establish his truth. Not one of his words can 
be broken, nor can one tittle of them ever fiul.. He wiU 
be justified in all his sayings, and clear when he is 
judged. He will be true and just, whenever he is 
merciful : his mercies being all covenant-mercies, and 
all ^ven in, and through Christ Jesus; All men axe 
by niitare children of wrath, and only they, who arp 
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chosen and called in Christ Jesus, are saved from yrratb^ 
These are vessels of mercy^ His mercy is to them the 
love of a tender parent to his miserable children. He^ 
pities them, and determines to save them from their 
sins, in due time he quickens them, gives them eyes to 
tee, and helirts to believe his love to them in Jesus, a» 
the apostle witnesses—** Grod who is rich in mercy, for 
** his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
*^ were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
« Christ.'" 

But for what reason, and upon what account, is he 
merciful to them ? His mercy has no motive, but hi» 
own will. The objects of his mercy are corrupt fallen 
creatures, deserving his wrath, even as others; and 
therefore he does not deal with them upon the footing' 
of desert If he shewed them mercy for any fore-seen 
works of theirs, because he knew they would repent and 
believe ths gospel, 'and walk worthy of it, mercy would 
then be turned into justice, and would lose tx>th its 
name and its nature. Whereas he saith unto Moses, I 
will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whom I will have compassion. It 
is from mine own freedom and sovereignty, that I have 
mercy on any sinners. The cause is in myself> and not 
in them. I have compassion^ on whom I will. It is 
from mine own mere love, that I have determined ta 
be gracious to them ; and my love has determined ta 
save them, and the way also in which I will save them. 
I have appointed the end, and the means at the same 
time. Of mine own motion and good will I have re- 
solved to give my Son for them, and my spirit to them„ 
that they may repent and believe the gospel, and walk 
worthy of it, and so I may bring them through my 
tender mercies to eternal salvation. If this was not the 
case, how could the description be true, that mercy i» 
FiiOM EVEELASTiNG TO EVEELASTIN6. The mercy of> 
GoA knows no variableness, nor shadow of turning. It 
is always the same. His fatherly keart has entertained 
thoughts of mercy towards them : for when he diewi» 



(. 



WALK OF FAITH* ' 181 

them mercy, it is said to be according to the eternal 

5>urpose, which he had purposed in Christ Jesufr-— not 
or their merits^ but for his mercies sake, not for what 
they have any cJidm to, but for his own name's sake» 
He gives all for mercy, and he would have all the glory 
returned to the mercy of the giver.. What he gives, 
that he continues, and according to covenant engage- 
ments. Covenant mercies are sure mercies^ ^^ I will 
^^ make an everlasting covenant for you, sayshe, even the 
** sure mercies of the beloved." They have already 
been made sure to him. He is now in fnll possession of 
every promised mercy. And he has received them, not 
as a private person, but as the head of the body, the 
church. He keeps them for the use of his church*, 
members. And as sure as the crown is upon his head^ 
so surely will it be upon every one of their heads : for 
they are in the same covenant with him whose sure mer*> 
cies reach from eternity to eternity. O what a view ia 
here open to the eye of faith ? Mercy always purpo^ng^ 
and in due time bestowing its free blessings upon sinners 
•—mercy, without banning, and without endings 
The holy Spirit often odls upon us to behold it in this 
light : for he has not celebrated any of its divine pro* 
perties, so much as this. It is frequently the noble 
8ub{ect of thanksgiving in the Psahnisf s hymns. He 
has dedicated the lB6th entirely to the praise of mercy, 
and going through the works of nature, providmioe^ 
and grace, he ascribes them one by one to that mercy, 
which endureth for ever. O happy, thrice haf^y ob^ 
jects of it ! What was in the heart of the Father of 
mercies towaitis you from everlasting, will be so to ever* 
lastkrg. His sure mercies are yours. His compassions 
towards you fail not. Whatever you want for your 
successful walk he has promised to give you. Be not 
discouraged then. He wiU supply all your wants, not 
for your sakes, but for his mercies sake. Are you 
sensible of yoar unworthiness*? Thatis well. Mercy is 
for such. It can have no gk>ry^ but from such, as your 
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Trust it, and be assured you will find that it enduredl 
far ewer aiyl ever. 

If a doubt should arise in your mind — it is true, 
mercy in God, cannot fail, but the exercise of it to- 
wards me may fail : I may so walk as to deprive my- 
self of all claim and title to it The Psahnist has 
given a direct answer to this ill grounded suspicion. He 
says the mercy of the Lord is from evorlastmg to even- 
lasting. 

Upon theh that fear him. This is their cha:- 
racter : they fear their God. Once there was no fear 
of God before their eyes ; but now they know him to 
be their Father. The Spirit of adoption has given 
them joy and peace in believing it. Hence a holy 
filial fear rules in their hearts, and influences their walk. 
While it operates thus ; and as obedient cbHdr^i they 
fear to ofiend their loving Father, and desire to please 
him in all things, what ground have they to suspect 
that his mercy towards them should fail ? 

But may they not cease to fear him, and then he 
will cease to be merciful to them ? No, blessed be God. 
He has made ample provision in this ease, " I will put 

my fear, says he, into their hearts, and they sHALit 

NOT depart from me.^ This fear is one of die fruits 
of the Spirit which he produces in ail the children of 
God. And they have it from him as a covenant Mes- 
sing, which is full security for its continuance. It is 
one of the graces provided for them in Jesus by the 
Father^s immutable love. *^ I will give them, says he, 
*^ one heart and one way ; that they may fear me foa 
** EVER r The Holy Spirit is die guardian of this never 
failing fear. It is his office to put it, and then to keep 
it in their hearts. He has the whole charge of it, and 
therefore he has promised to abide with them for ever^ 
that they may fear the Lord all the days of their li>ves* 

How exactly suited is thisscripture to the case of the 

tempted christian I What a full provision is there made 

Jb it for his safety and peace ! God has mercy f(» him 
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and plenteous redemptioa — ^merc^ reaching from ever^ 
lasting to everlasting — always kind to the miseralile. 
Mercy and misery are related as sin and salvation. 
There is not any things which a sinner can want, but 
mercy has a supply for him — a promised, a covenant, a 
never failing supply. It is a Father's mercy, which 
will never leave his children, and the same mercy will 
not suffer them to leave him. His mind is fixed upon 
shewing them mercy for ever and ever i and tlierefore he 
gives them his Spirit to. abide with them„ and to dwell 
in them. He abides with them, and they live: he 
dwells in them, and they walk in the fear of God. And 
by the supply of the Spirit they go on, till they finish 
their course with joy. 

By meditating upon this scripture th^ believer is se| 
at liberty. Though his faith staggered a little, yet the 
trial of It has done him good. He has learned an use« 
ful lesson, and gained much experience by it. His^e- 
flections v^n what has passed in his mind are. such as 
these— ^ 

O how foolish was I to forget the atonement and' 

righteousness of my dearest Imoumuel, in whom alone 

I have pardon and acceptance I Haw base was I, and 

ungrateful i. I wiis ten^ted ta expect that in myself^ 

which I can. have only in him. Vile l^al. creature that 

I am, I abhor myself &>r behavii^ so. ill to my best 

friend What good can< I have^ but what I first receive 

from him P I agree with the apostle, that in me, that 

is in my flesh dwelleth no good thing. I am a very sink 

of si]n, and. of all uncleanness. I deserve mercy no 

more than.the devil does. And yet I was looking out 

for soaKegQcxl quality in myself, on accoujDt of which 

God Height be merciful: ta me*. Whereas I am now 

satisfied he has no mercy, but^in Jesus.. AH his mer« 

cies are covenant mercies.; given from mere grace, and 

^ven to miserable sinners— '•not to make them self^dr 

mirers, but to humble tbem-*«noi to lead them to think 

that they can bring God in d^bt to them for his 

<«WQ giftjSjL or for thc^ right use of them, which is.^ 
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fresh gift — ^but he gives all to the praise of the glory of 
his grace. He delighteth in mercy ; and my case re- 

Siired mercy. It was such as his mergr could get all 
e honour of reheving. Therefore I ought m the 
hour of temptation to have trusted in his mercy, to have 
hoped in his mercy in time of trouble, and to have loved 
him for his mercy in time of misery. Here should my 
faith have directed its eye, and npt to any good which 
I have done, or can do. I should haire remembered, 
how it was with the election of grace, and with the 
vessels of Mercy. Grod has one way of dealing with 
them all. Not by works of righteousness whiai they 
have done, but according to his mercy he saveth them, 
freely, fully, eternally. All is from his own good will, 
from first to last Every motive, which inclines him to 
do good to any sinner, is not excited by what the sin- 
ner does or is, but arises from himself. And when he 
bestows any good, it never is deserved, but is entirely 
an act of sovereign grace, flowing from the Father^s 
love, out of the Son^s fulness, by the influence of the 
Holy Spirit; and is g^ven and continued to magniiy and 
exalt the mercy of the eternal Three. O how did I 
dishonour the divine perfection by giving way to legal 
hopes, and by supposing that the divine will would be 
governed by my more or less deservings ? Where should 
I be, if I had my deservings ? God fcM'give me. I see 
mine error. I am humbled for it, and I repent with 
shame and sorrow. I hope my past misconduct will 
prove a blessing to me : For it has certainly taught me 
to trust less to myself, and more to the word of God ; 
to depend less upon my own doings, and more upon 
free grace promises. To the word which cannot be 
broken, I would trust in time of need. Whoever trusts 
in it shall never be confounded. This I know to be 
true by happy experience. I will therefcMre read, and 
hear, and study it night and day. By means of 
it the Lord wrought a great deliverance for me. Mv 
feet were almost gone, my treadings had well nigh 
mlipt ; but he sent out his word and saved, me. I read 
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and believed, that the Father was not reconcyed to me 
for the goodness of my walk, but that reconciliation 
was planned in the great covenants before all worlds^ 
and was carried into execution by the life and death 
of Immanuel ; it was his peculiar, his glorious, his in«- 
communicable work : it was his sole prerogative to make 
peace by the blood of his cross. O that I may be en- 
abled to ipaintain it the next time my faith is tried,, 
and to put honour and glory upon the divine record con- 
cerning it. I read and believed, that the Father does not 
love me upon account of my walk, but for his mercies 
sake. His mercy was towards me from everlastings 
He loved me in his Son — chose me — accepted me 
in the beloved — and all his dealings with me, since 
he called me by his grace, have come -from the tender 
mercies of a covenant God and Father. I would not 
henceforth have one doubt of his being reconciled tome^ 
and of his loving me perfectly in Jesus. M v faith here- 
in has been confirmed by my late trials. I nave learned 
by experience to rely upon what God has spoken, for 
preserving his peace 'in my conscience and bis love iti 
my heart. Depending oh his faithful word, and mighty 
arm, I would walk with him this day for the strengtHr 
ening and increasing of those graces. This is the desire 
and prayer of my soul. 

O Father of mercies, hear me f<^ Jesus^ sake. I ac- 
knowledge my sinfulness and unworthiness, even in my 
closest walk with thee. I am less than the least of thy 
mercies : yea, deserving the heaviest of thy vengeance* 
It is of the Lord'^s mercy, that it has not fallen upon me 
long ago, and I trust in his word, that it will never fall 
upon me. Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the rem- 
nant of thine heritage P Thou retainest not thine anger 
against them for ever ; because thou delightest in mercy* 
Glory be to thee for thine unspeakable mercies : for 
thou hast given me faith in the atonement of Jesus, by 
whom I have peace with thee my reconciled God, and 
by whcim I have experienced thy great love to me. Cfe 
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thee, O my €rod, is still my hope. I look up to ikee 
the giver of those graces for strength to maintain them 
in my daily walk. I do believe in the sacrifice and righ* 
teousness of Immanuel, Lord help mine unbelief. I 
find it hard to preserve in my practice, what I believe 
to be true in doctrine ; and therefore . on thy present 
help I must continually depend, Lord strengthen me 
mightily by thy Spirit in the inner man against tempta>- 
tions. I am daily and hourly called upon to exercise 
my faith^ and when thy grace does not hdid me up, I falL 
The fiery darts of Satan easily inflame me, when thev 
are thrown at my legal hopes, false dependencies-or self- 
righteous tempers. My shield, which should quench 
them, is ready to drop out of mine hand. I should fall 
a prey to the enemy, and the fire would consume me^ 
if thy mercy was not over me for good. O my God 
and Fatlier, strengthen my faith against the wiles and as* 
.saults of Satan, and against the workings of mine own uiw 
belief. When these trials eome, keep me sensible of my 
weakness, anddependent on thy promised strength, that I 
may meet, them strong in the Lord and in the power of 
thy raigb^ O let every trijBd teach me more of thy peace 
in my conscience, and more of thy love in my heart, 
that I may keep on in a steady course, walking hunw- 
bly with my Grod. This is the work of. thy good 
Spirit. I cannot preserve, nor improve his graces, un- 
less he be every moment present with me. He is the 
giver, the contmuer, the increaser of them alL O God 
the Holy Ghost,, I therefore beseech thee to water thy 
graces every moment Lest any hurt them^ keep them 
night and day. Never leave me, nor forsake me, but 
what thou hast graciously begun that mightily carry 
on, in my soul. Temptations are strong, and I am 
weak ; stand by me in the hour of need. And if my 
feith be tried with fiery temptations, let it come out of 
them like gold out of the fire. O thou almighty 
Spirit, confirm by trials, improve by experience, my 
trust in thy promised help. Let me go on from faitti 
tQ ikith.. Keep up the confidence of jQy, rejoicing in 
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my reconciled God and loving Father^ that I majr 
walk bumbly with him in- sweet communion^ and holy 
fellowship m the way everlasting. Grant me these 
mercies, gracious Father, for thy dear Son^s sake, by 
the influence of the eternal Spirit, three pers<His ia one 
Jehovah, to whom be equal praise for ever and even 
Amen^ 
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77*^ believer orders his steps according to the word^ 
walking with ajree heart in the hinges higk-way 
of obedience^ 

jVlEMTATE, Q my soul, upon the wonders which 
divine love hath wrought for thee and for thy salva« 
tion. Review the many, many mercies of thy past 
life ; and consider, that thou art called upon to walk 
this day with thy God. What a privilege is this ! He 
is thy God, and thou art his adopted Son. O what an 
high honour has he conferred upon thee ! He has 
taken thee into the most noble family, yea, unto the 
divine household of faith. He has permitted thee to 
walk with him as thy Father. He has appointed the 
way, promised to be with thee in it, and every moment 
ana at every step to be doing thee good.. There can 
be no happmess superior to this on ] earth. Prize it : 
for it is mestimable. Enjoy it : For it is heaven be- 
gun. Walking with God by faith is present enjoyment 
of him, and will infallibly bring thee to the end of 
Jthy journey, to full and everlasting enjoyment. 

Hold fast then the confidence cf thy rejoicing; 
What thou hast been taught by the holy Spirit, de- 

Eend upon him for confirming and establishing. He 
a^ enabled thee to see the glory of the finished salva* 
tion of Jesus, and to believe the divine record concern-^ 
ing it. Thou bast renounced every thing for the par- 
-^on qf thy sins, but the blood-^hedfling of the Lamb^ 
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and every thing for aoceptanoe, but Ae Lord oar 
ri^teousneM. Thj faith herein ha& been tried, and . 
the trial end^d weil. Thy temptations were manifold 
and violent, but they have done thee good. They have 
shewed thee the necessity of depending upon the per- 
fect work of the God-man— of rejoicing whoUv m 
Christ Jesus, and of having no confidence in the ^esb. 
They ha^e also been the means of convincing thee, that j 

thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded then,. but | 

fear. And let thy fear of thyself lead thee to trust 
more in God. Rely on his faithful arm to maintain 
and to carry on his own work in thy soul. Remem- 
ber he has promised it. Thy sufficiency is of Grod^ 
and he has engaged to give thee grace sufficient for 
' thee. He has undertaken, as a Father, to supply^ 
all thy wants, to deliver thee from all miseries, and 
to withhold from thee no manner of thing that is 
good. Thy salvation is safe. It rests upon a sure 
foundation, as sure as the covenant of the day and the 
covenant of the night. They succeed each other by 
tile will of their Creator, and have not been out of 
course not one single moment The ordinances of day 
and night are regular and certain. So certain is thy 
salvation by the same unerring will* -While- the belief 
ef this rules in thy conscience, and in thy heart thou 
wilt be able to resist temptations.. None of them will 
overcome thee, unless they separate* between thee and 
thy God. Nay they will woric for thy good, if guilty 
fears do not wrest the shield of faith out of thine hand. 
O beg of God to keep thee and thy faith in the hour of 
trial, that thou mayest experience hi$ faithfulnes to his j 

word. If thou put honour upon it, acconling to thy 
faith so shall it be done unto thee. Give it credit, and 
thy steps will be ordered aright. Thou \rilt walk in 
love this day, as God hath loved thee. He will; be thy 
portion, and the way in which he is to be enjoyed will 
be thy delight. 

Set out then in this faith, with peace in thy conscience, 
and love in thy heart— trusting to thy God and Father* 
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Look tip t<) him for strength to maintam and to increase 
these grace& And hope to receive it from his faithfuL 
ness. Now he has put a new song in thy tnouth, even 
praise unto thy God, go on thy way believing and re» 
joicing. Jesus is thine with all his fulness. And he 
has promised thee a constant supply of the Spirit, that 
thou mayest have grace for grace to enable thee to 
walk humbly with thy God. 

Mind then, thy walk is to be ordered according to his 
revealed will, and in his appointed way of obedience to 
it : For all rational creatures are bound to obey God. 
As soon as he makes known his will to them, it be- 
comes their indispensible duty. His will is one, hke 
himself, unchangeably the same, yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever : For when revealed by the sovereign Creator 
it becomes to mankind a law, which aJtereth not. It 
binds angels and men every moment, in every point and 
circumstance, Aijd its obligation will never cease. 
For all his commandments are sure, they stand fast for 
ever and ever. What he has commanded is as fixt as 
the sun before him. It shall be estabUshed for evera$ 
the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. 

It pleased the sovereign Creator to enforce this holy^ 
just and good law by proper sanctions. Out of his 
mere grace he has promised life to obedience, which 
man engaged to perform : Ai)d he threatened death to 
disobedience, to which penalty man submitted. There- 
by this law became a covenant of works. The promise 
was to him, who should continue obedient in all things : 
for Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the 
law, that the man who fulfiUeth those things shall live 
by them. But if he does not fulfil them perfectly^ 
without one failing, he then comes under the penalty, 
which God had threatened to disobedience — ^^ Cursed 
^' is he who oontinueth not in all things, that are writ- 
^< ten in the book of the law to do them.*^ This curse 
draws after it all the pains and penalties of the broken 
law in earth and in hell. 

Under this law of works Adam was placed, and 
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under it all his descendants are bom. He and they At& 
bound to keep the law in their own persons, if they 
•would receive the promise, or liable to suffer the 
penalty, if they transgress. Adam broke the law of 
works, and we all in him ; For in him all have sinned. 
We were all in his loins, when he fell, and forfeited in his 
attainder. By the offence of that one, judgment came 
upon men to condemnation. The righteotis judge passed 
all the sentence, and decreed, that by the law of works 
no flesh living should be saved : For he has proved in his 
word both Jews and Gentiles to be under the law, and 
under an, which is the transgresaon of it. Whereby 
every mouth is stopped, and all the world is become 
guilty before Grod : Therefore by the deeds of the law, 
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight. 

In the law of works there was no provision made for 
a surety ; but it did not absolutely exclude one : 
Therefore it left room for the covenant of grace^ in 
which a provision was made in the person. of Jesus 
Christ for securing the divine honour of this holy law. 
He undertook to stand up in man^s place and stead, to 
magnify the precepts of the law in this life, and to 
gloiiify the penalties of the law in his death, that not 
one jot or titde of it might foil till all was fulfilled. 
And as he was God over all, blessed for ever, his life 
and death put everlasting honour upon the divine law. 
His obedience was of inestimable value, and his suffer- 
ings were infinitely sufficient to take away sin. Christ 
is now the end of the law for righteousness. He 
answered the end of the law for his people by obey- 
ing and suffering fo^ them: And every one of them 
can now plead by faith a perfect fulfilhng of all the 
precepts, a perfect suffering of all the penalties in the 
person of their divine surety. God the Father is faith- 
ful and just to his word and engs^ments with his 
Son : He has made known his wiU in the immutable 
record of grace, ** that whosoever believeth in Jesus ' 
** should not perish, but should have ereriasting life.** 
How can he periish ? Jesus cKed for Mm. He shall live 
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with God in everlasting life : Because Jesus lived for 
him. And this is the declared will of the Father, con^ 
cerning all that believe in his only begotten Son. 

Remember then, O my soul, that thou art not under 
the law,. but under grace. Tliou art saved from the law, 
under the form of a covenant of works. Thou art not 
bound to keep its precepts, in order to have life for thy 
obedience, nor yet to sufPer its penalties for thy dis- 
obedience. Thy surety undertook to act and suffer for 
thee. He was to answer the law in its commands and 
demands to every jot and tittle. And he did. What- 
ever it required, whatever it threatened was perfectly 
fulfilled in the person of thy God and Saviour : And he 
has absolutely discharged thee from it, as a law of works. 
Thou art to have nothing to do with it in that view ; 
nay, he has forbidden thee to keep it in hopes that thou 
mayest live thereby. The irreversible decree entered in 
the rccords -of heaven has enacted — By the works of 

THE LAW SHALL KO FLESH BE JUSTIFIED. ThoU art 

HOW to look upon the law in the ^matter of justifying 
and giving life: as a woman looks upon her dead hus- 
band. She is freed from the marriage contract with 
him, and may now give her heart and hand to another : 
So art thou freed from the bond of the legal covenant. 
Thou art become dead to the law by the body of Christ, 
who has espoused and betrothed tnee to hnnself, that 
serving him in newness of spirit and not in the oldness of 
the letter, thou mayest bring forth fruit unto God. This 
is thy high privilege. Thy first husband is dead: happy 
for tnee, thou art lawfully married toanother-— Thy htw- 
band is thy maker, Jehovah of hosts is his name« The 
word made fiesfa has paid all thy debts, suffered thy pa. 
Dishment, wrought out a perfect righteousness, and won 
a crown of perfect glory for thee. O what a divine 
honour has he put upon thee ! Thou art now one with 
Immanuel in a bond of everlasting love. He has given 
himself to thee, with all he has and all he is ; and it ia 
thy happiness now, not to be thine own but the Lord's 
—not to follow tfame own will but his. The law of 
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thy Lord is liberty. As taught by his spirit, and per* 
formed by faith it is perfect freedoiD. Whilst thou 
walkest with him with obedience to it, and leanest on 
thy beloved every step, thou wilt find deliverance from 
all spiritual tyranny and bondage, and wilt enjoy the 
light of his countenance, and the love of his heart. 
When the Son has thus made thee free, thou art free 
indeed—- free now thy heart is set at liberty to run with 
Jesus in the way of his commandments. 

In this view, O my soul, thou canst look with de* 
light at the most' holy law. Attend to it closely, and 
study it carefully. In order to obey, as a christian, 
these following considerations should be well understood 
and digested: because under the influence of them every 
step of thy walk is to be ordered. O pray then for the 
spirit of wisdom to teach thee practically. 

First that thy walk with Grod in the way of obedience 
is not to fulfil the law, as a covenant of works. Thou 
are not required to do this. Thou canst do it. Im* 
manuel, thy divine surety, took it upon himself Be- 
cause it was impossible for thee, a fallen creature to keep 
the law, so as to be justified by it, he therefore came in 
person to fulfil it He honoured its precepts by his in- 
finite obedience. He magnified its penalties by his in« 
estimable sacrifice. And this is thy justifying righte- 
ousness. Through faith in the life and death of the 
God-man, thou art not only freed from guilt and condem. 
nation, from curse and hell, but art also intitled to life 
and glory. The law is now on thy nde, and is become 
thy friend. It acquits thee. It justifies thee. It wiU 
give thee the reward promised to obedience. The law 
in the hand of thy Saviour has nothing but blessings 
to bestow upon thee. Thou art to receive it at his 
mouth, and to obey him : But not from any legal hopes 
of heaven, or from any slavish fears of hell I for then 
thou wouldst come under the covenant of works again. 
Whereas thou art not under the law, but under grace * 
lUind thy privilese, and pray for grace to live up to it. 
Thou art not under the law, bound to keq> it pmectly 
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In thine own person, or in case of failing condemned 
by it, and under its fearful curse ; but thou art under 
grace, a state of grace,- through faith in the obedience 
and sufferings of thy blessed surety, and under the 
power of grace, sweetly inclining thee to love, and 
mightily enabling thee to k«ep the law of the Lord 
thy God Live thus by grace, and sin shall not hav^ 
dominion over thee* Under the reign of grace, the 
tyrant sin is always dethroned^ Obey under grace, aft 
ireely and fully saved by faith in Jesus, and this will 
make thy walk easy and evangelical : Thou wilt go on 
with a free spirit^ and wilt delight thyself in the ways 
of God^ walking with him. 

2. By faith, and not by sight. This is the great 
spring of all gospel obedience. Faith has an universal 
efficacy : for thus it is written—" Without faith it is 
*' impossible to please God>** He is not pleased with 
the thing done, but with the principle on which it is done* 
He looks at the heart Hearing the word, or saying 
prayers, or giving alms, or doing any thing commanded^ 
are not pleasing in themselves ; but they must be per- 
formed upon a right motive, and to a right end. And 
both these come from faith. The apostle mentions the 
motive, which had influenced every step of his christian 
course, " We walk by faith, and not by sight*'— we 
judge of our state by what God says of it, and we order 
our walk accordingly. We give credit to his witness 
of our being pardoned and justified freely by grace 
through faith ; and we depend for the truth of this not 
on what we see, but on what we believe. We trust 
not on our good frames, or warm feelings, or sensible 
comforts, or to any of the genuine fruits and effects of 
faith, but we trust what God says simply, as his record : 
and therefore we walk in a constant dependence on the 
truth of God in his word, and upon the faithfulness of 
God to his word. Some promised grace we stand in 
need of every step ; and we rely upon bis word, which 
cannot be broken^ and upon his faithfulness, which 
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cannot fail Thus we go on, and we find the promise 
made good, according to our faith. 
. Such was the apostle^s walk. '• And is thine directed 
by the same motive P Search, O my soul, and examine 
upon what principle thou goest to duty. Is it in the 
obedience of Faith ? Dost thou take no step without 
the warrant of the word of God ? Dost thou give full 
credit to what God says in it of thy state, as a justified 
person ? And does this appear from thy dependence 
upon his faithfulness to make good every thing pro- 
mised to them, who are in that state ? Blessed art thou 
of the Lord, if thou art walking by this faith. O 
praise his holy name, who has thus highly favoured thee, 
and ascribe to him all the glory. So will thy end be 
right, as well as thy motive. True faith takes no 
honour to itself. It is an emptying humbling grace. 
Its spring-head is in covenant love, and it is given from 
distinguishing favour and 'sovereign mercy. It has no 
foundation, when given, but the word of God : no- 
thing to rest on, but the divine truth : no support, but 
the divine power.: and no growth but from the divine 
influence. What then does it leave a man to glory 
in ? Whoever has it, has it all from God, and while he 
is in his right mind, living by it, he will be dispos- 
ed to give God all ^he glory cf it: Even for common 
mercies, as well as spiritual, he will live by the faith 
of the Son qf God. Whether he eats or drinks, or 
whatever he does, he does all in the name of the liord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God, and the Father by him. 
And thus wUl go on sweetly and happily, obeying, not 
from slavisji fears or legal hopes, but 

3. From holy love, which is the fruit and conse- 

auence of walkmg by faith. Faith worketh love, and 
len worketh by love. The fkith of the gospel, as a 
grace of the Spirit, worketh chiefly by love to God, 
and to man for God's sake : for the gospel discovers 
tjie way of salvation, contrived by the eternal Three, 
fulfilled in the life and death of Immanuel, and applied 
to the sinner's heart by the eternal Spirit. Whoever is 
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enabled to believe the gospel will see himielf an object 
of the covenant love of the blei^sed Trinity, and will 
therefore love Fathef, Son, and Spirit: for we love 
him, says the Apostle, because he first loyed us. And 
faith in his love to us will make us that we shall neither 
be barren nor unfruitful. Love is very active. Obey- 
ing from love is very sw^eet. How active ! How sweet 
is obedience, when the love of God is shed abroad in 
the heart by the Holy Ghost, who is given . unto us ! 
He is an almighty agent He overcomes the power of 
legal unbelieving working9, and puts a new spring to 
duty into the heart. He manifests the love of God in 
Christ, his free distinguishing love, the exceeding riches 
©f it, and the numerous blessings flowing from it 
through time and eternity. In the sense of these mer- 
cies he* excites gratitude, and puts it upon acting. 
This grace has a wonderful influence. " What return 
" shall I make unto the Lord !" is the devout breath- 
ing of the grateful heart. While the love of Christ 
constrainetli it, all the afl^ections foUow him, and the 
soul delights itself in his ways. Then none of his 
commandments will be grievous. Nay, his yoke itself 
becomes easy, and his burden light: O triumphant 
love ! How active, how sweet did he find it, who cried 
out— ^^ I can do all things, I can suflbr all things, I 
am more than conqueror, through him that loveth 



^^me." 



And is not this, O my soul, thy happy case.? O 

fjrize thy privilege, and udom it in thy life. Walk in 
ove with thy reconciled God, and out of love to him 
perform all duties, and bear all crosses. Remember, 
thou art not reqfuired to obey, in order to be saved for 
thine obedience, but thou art already saved 7 and there- 
fore out of gratitude to thy dearest Saviour, thou art 
bound to love him and to obey him. Thou canst not 
love Ms person, and yet hate his wilL " If ye love 
"me, says he, keep my <»mmandments''— give this 
proof of it, keep in my wayj doing my <;ommand- 
ments. But whatever ye do, let it come from the hearts 
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Obey me, but see it be with a wiUiog mind, and with ft 
free spirit ' When all springs from love, tiien my service 
will be perfect freedom. I would have you to do my 
will, but without fear ; not for life ; but from life ; not 
that ye may live, but because ye live. Do it, as sons, 
and not as slaves : the slave abideth not in the house 
for ever, but the son abideth for ever. In this free 
spirit of adoption serve me, as sons of God, heirs of 
God, and jomt heirs with me. Stand fast therefore in 
the liberty, wherewith I have made you free, and be 
not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 

To obey from life and savation received and enjoyed 
Is sweet liberty. To obey, as the condition of life and 
salvation is bitter slavery : it is an intolerable yoke, be* 
cause it is not possible any fallen man should so keep 
the law, as to live thereby. But the believer freed from 
this condition by Chrisf s keeping the law for him is in 
liberty, he is saved from the penalty annexed to the 
transgression ; he is entitled to. the life promised to 
obedience, and thereby he is delivered from legal hopes 
and from guilty fears. In this faith he walks on de- 
lightfully m the ways of obedience : for he is reconciled 
to the law through the grace that is in Christ Jesus ". 
he loves it O what love, says he, have I unto thy law ! 
Because now I .find it according to promise written 
upon my heart And this is a 

4. Motive to gospel obedience. The new covenant 
runs thus— ^^ I will put, says God, my law in their in- 
** ward parts, and write it in their hearts, and I will be 
-'' their God, and they shall be my people: amd' they 
*' shall teachjio moreeveryman his neighbour, and every 
" man his "brother, saying, know the Lord: for they 
*' shall all know me from the least of them to the great- 
** est of them.'' The heart is by nature as hard as ada- 
mant It is enmity itselfagainst the holy kw. But the 
Lord here engages to take awa^ the stony heart, and to 
give an heart of flesh, upon which he wiU write the ten 
commandments ; not in tables of stone, but in the flesh- 
ly tables of the heart The Spirit of the living God 
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will teach all his children to know their Father, he will 
manifest to them their adoption, he will reveal to them 
their Father^s love in Jesus, and he will make their hearts 
happy in the enjoyment of it. Then the holy fruits of 
this love will appear towards man. It will work sweets 
ly in benevolence^ and effectually in beneficence.- The 
love of God will open the contracted heart, enlarge the 
selfish, warm the cold, and bring liberality out of the 
eovetous. When the holy Spirit teaches brotherly love 
he overcomes all opposition to it. He says to his dis- 
ciples — ^^ Be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, for- 
^ giving one another, even as God for Christ^s sake 
^ hath forgiven you." And he makes them kind to 
one another : they shew it by every good word and work. 
Thus by manifesting to them th6 Father reconciled in 
Jesus, and by enabhng them to love man for his sake, 
he writes upon >their hearts the two great commandments, 
on which hang all the law and the prophets. The love 
of God, says the apostle to the Romans^ is shed abroad' 
in our hearts by the holy Ghost, and to the ThessaIoni<^ 
ans, ye yonrselves are taught of God to love one another;. 
Thus he engages the affections of the soul to the holy 
law, and inclines the inndr man to love obedience. It 
ceaseth to be a yoke and a burden. How easy is it to 
do what one loves ? If you dearly love any person, what 
a pleasure is it to serve him ? What will not \o\e put yoii 
upon doing or suffering to oblige him ? Let love rule in 
the heart to God and to man, his law will then become de- 
lightful, and obedience to it will be pleasantness. The soul 
soul will run, yea, inspired by love, it will mount up with 
wings as eagles, in the way of God's commandments. 

Happy are the people, that are in such a case ! And 
is it not, O my soul, in some measure thine ? Hast thou 
not been taught to love God, and his ways ? Since thou 
hast been acquainted with him as thy loving Father in 
Jesus,- has not thy faith been working by love to him» 
and to his will, and to his whole household and family ? 
Remember this is promised. All the children of God 
ure to be taught to know and to love their heavenly 
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Father. This is the yerj tenor of the covenant of 
grace^ which the almighty Spirit has undertaken tofulfil* 
And he cannot fail in his office. It is his crown and 

flory to make good his covenant engagements. O trust 
im then, af)d put honour upon his faithfubiess. He 
has promised to guide thee with his counsel, and ta 
strengthen thee with his might in the way of obedience 
to thy reconciled God. What is within thee, or with^ 
out thee to oppose thy walking in love with him, he 
will inclino thee to resist, and he will enable thee to 
overcome. O what mayest thou not expect from such 
A divine friend, who is to abide with thee on purpose to 
keep thy heart right with God. What can he not do, 
what will he not do for thee? Such as is the love of 
the Father and of the Son, such is the love of the Holy 
Ghost, the same free, perfect, everlasting love. Read 
his promises of it. Meditate on them. Fray to him 
for increasing faith to mix with them ; that he, dwelL 
ing in the temple of thy heart, thou mayest have fellow* 
ship there with the Father and with the Son. What, 
ever in thee is pardoned through the Son's alcmement^ 
pray the holy Spirit to subdue, that it may not interrupt 
communion with thy God. And whatever grace is to 
be received out of the fulness of Jesus in order to keep 
up and to promote that communion,, inti'eat the holy 
Spirit to give it thee with growing strength. But pray 
in faith nothing wavering. So i^all the love of God 
Tule in thy heart. And then thou shalt be like the 
Bun, when it goeth forth in its might, shining clearer 
and clearer to the perfect day. O may thy course be 
like his, as free, as regular, and as communicative of 
good, that thy daily petition may be answered, and that 
the will of thy Father may be done in earth, as it ia 
done in heaven. 

When all these things concur^ what ean be wanting 
to make, the way of obedience easy and pleasant ? It ia 
not now an hard burden, impossible to be borne. The 
Spirit of life which is in Christ Jesus, hath made it easy^ 
Hq hasi. reconciled the bdi^ver to th^ law ; for he sbewa. 
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h to him in his surety, magnified and made honourable—^ 
magnified infinitely in his life — made everlastingly hou 
nourable in his death: so that the Father can get the 
fullest glory to every divine perfection, even to his jus- 
tice, by saving sinners through faith in the righteousness 
of his Son ; he can be just, and yet the justifier of the 
ungodly. The believer persuaded of this is reconciled 
to God. Being no longer under the law, as a covenant 
of works ; but under grace, he loves the law, and walkft 
with God in sweet obedience to it» He sets out, and 
goes on every step, in faith — ^trusting to the acceptance 
of his person, and of his services in the beloved. He 
does not work pow, in order to be saved ; but he works', 
because he is saved. And he ascribes all he does to the 
praise of the glory of free grace. He works from gra- 
titude, and the raith of God'^s elect always does. It 
never fails to shew itself by love. The Holv* Spirit wins 
the heart by revealing to it the Ictve of Godf, and there- 
by draws out the affections after him. When the 
commandment comes, " My son, give me thy heart.** 
The son is ready " Lord, take, it, and seal it thine for 
'<< ever.** And whatever inbred enmity may remain 
against giving it to the Lord, the Holy Spirit has under- 
taken to subdue it. It is his office to take away the 
stony heart, and to create an heart of flesh, soft and 
willing to receive the impression of this grace. With 
the same finger, which once wrote the holy law upon 
tables of stone, it is now written upon the fleshly tablte 
of thQ heart. And tji^i the love of God, and the love 
of man are clearly taught, and eflectually enforced. 
What a change does this make in obedience! Hard 
things are now done with ease. Rough ways are made 
smooth. Painful things become delightful. The labour 
of love is sweet labour : because the heart is in it. The 
feet run ; the hands work : all the faculties are ready 
to exert themselves, when love commands. 

O my God, let it be thus with me. Thou hast given 
me an earnest desire to walk with thee in the ways, 
guide me in them by thine almighty Spirit, Let 
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.abide with me^ Holy Father, as the Spirit of adoption^ 
that I may always serve thee^ as thy reconciled child^ 
not under the law» but under grace. I would gladly 
walk with thee every step by faith, and that faith work- 
ing by love to thee and to my whole will. O God, give 
xne grace sufficient for thy holy walk. Let thy faithful 
promise be daily fulfilled : write thy law still plainer in 
mine inward parts^ and let it be piore fairly copied out 
In my life^ 1 want to love theemore, as thou knowest^ 
O my God, keep ^ray heart sen^ble of the exceeding 
xiches of thy love to me, and let the growing sense of 
this increase mine to thee* In the strength c^ thy godd 
Spirit enable me to overcome inward and outward op^ 
position to my walking with thee in love. Let him^ 
strengthen me mightily in the inner man for every la^ 
hour of love. From him cometh power to embrace and 
to cleave with full purpose pf heart unto the ways of 
God-— to love what heJoves — ^and to hate what he hates« 
O thou blessed Spirit of the Father and of the Son make 
me willing, keep me able to enjoy the Fatber'*s love ia 
his Son : and let it be a growing love, abounding yet 
more and more in knowledge, and in all sensible feeling,^ 
that I may run and not be weary, may be going on ta 
the* end and not be faint. Even so. Let it be done 
unto thy servant according to thy word, whereip thou, 
bast caused me to put my trust. Let me have fellowship^ 
with the Father in his love through the salvation of his. 
Son by thme influence upon my hearty now, he^ceforthj^ 
and for ever.^ Amen^ 



CHAP. VI. 
Tf^ wei^ &fthe ieUev^r in the way qfdu^K 

'It is very bard to go on in a strait course and fbr 
any length of time. The hinderances are many. To 
vnder&tand the nature and obligations of duty, toeotec^ 
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tfpon it with right motives, to perform it ia a proper 
temper, to go through it without backwardness or weari« 
ness, not by constraint, but willingly, and to find the 
true end of doing it answered ; these are great difficult 
ties : but they will be removed in some measure out of 
the believer^s walk ; if he attend to what was said before 
of obedience in general, and if he be enabled to bring 
it into practice. 

It cannot be too often repeated, that the true be- 
liever is not under the law, as a covenant of works--* 
bound to keep the precept for life, or liable to the 
penalty of death. He is not under the law in this re- 
spect ; but under grace. He is one with Christ, who 
kept the precept, and suffered the penalty for him, as 
his surety, and in his stead. He has put in his plea, 
and taken the benefit of Christ^s suretyship. His plea 
has been admitted; and therefore he is in a state of per- 
fect acceptance. He, stands in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made hini^ee. Grace reigns in him, and 
over him, and renders his obedience perfect freedom. 
He obeys, but it is all in faith. He works, but it is 
from a sense of the Father^s love to him in his Son. 
Gratitude taught by the Holy Spirit influences his heart 
and life. His heart has the love of God written upon 
it, and his life manifests it. He serves God with a 
thankful mind and without fear, and cheerfully does 
all the good he can to man for God^s sake. 
H The believer will never get on in the way of duty, 
unless he learns to obey upon these gospel principles. 
He will stand in need of their assistance at every step : 
For he will meet with constant opposition to them. 
The flesh will not come under grace. The carnal mind 
is always legal. The old man of sin knows nothing but 
working for life, and will not submit to any other way. 
Our sinful nature is altogether for the covenant of works, 
Jews, Turks, heathens, and nominal christians are all 
upon one plan : they expect God will be merciful to 
them for their doings. And the children of Grod are 
exercised with this self-righteous spirit more or less all 
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tbeir days. Is it not, O my soul, thy grief and burthen ?* 
Art thou not daily plagued with it in thy duties ? Anc^ 
though thy principles be very evangelical, yet they too. 
often fail thee in practice. O beg of God then, earnest^ 
ly and often, that thou mayest be cast into the mould: 
of the gospel, quite evangelized in thy mind, and mayest 
perform all duties,, upon such motives,. as he himself 
requires and approves. 

. Duty is a debt owing to God-— due from the creature 
to the Creator. The obligation to it arises from the ab- 
solute dependence of the one upon the other : and it 
consists in acknowledging this in the appointed way by 
a perfect and continualservice of every faculty-— the crea- 
ture being entirely subject to the will of the Creator, and 
living in a never-failing conformity to it : for the will o£ 
God doth bind all men on earth, and angels and glorifi^ 
ed spirits in heaven. It is an unchangeable law obliging^ 
for ever all creatures to obedience^ not only on account 
of the matter contained in it, but alsa with respect to 
the sovereign authority of the almighty law-giver. And 
this obligation Christ in the gospel has not in the least 
dissolved,. but onfall occasions hasconfirmed and strength* 
ened. How decisive are these words ! " Think not that 
** I am come todestroy the law,, and the prophets, I am 
^* not come to destroy, but to fulfil,'' to fulfil the law 
in mine own person,, as the surety for my people, and 
taput the loye of it into their hearts, and to engage them 
and to enable tbem, to. practise it in their lives : though 
not for the same end„ for which I fulfilled it 

Duty is always one and the same— ^ debt always due 
taGoa., BuLt the debt of obedience being withheld, 
and the death of suffering being incurred, the believer, 
is taught to plead his discharge from suffering undec 
Christ and his fulfilling of obedience in the righteousness^ 
of Christ. Witb this faith he has a delightful prospect 
of duty.. God is. now at peace with him. God loves him 
in his Son* It is his high privilege to enjoy the sense 
cf «those distinguishing favours. For this end he is admit-* 
ted to walk with his God. What an honour, h Uu3l 
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Having received the adoption of sons, he is blessed with 
his Father's love, and is taken into near fellowship with 
him. What a happiness is this ! " Son, all that I have 
is thine, it is freely given to thee in Jesus, and thou 
art now called upon to enjoy me and mine in thy 
holy walk." Here duty becomes his privilege. It is 
exalted and spiritualized into a gospel grace. He is 
bound to it, but it is by the cords of love. The plea- 
ring bonds of gratitude tie his heart to obedience, to a 
free, holy, evangelical obedience. He obeys, not as a 
slave, but as a son — not for fear, but because Christ has 
set him at liberty — -not that God may accept, pardon, 
and justify him, but because God has done all for him, 
and will do all in him — not that he may have heaven 
for his obedience, but because heaven is reserved for him, 
and he for it. He therefore looks at duty, as greatly 
jrefined by the gospel. Every act of it, done in faith, is 
an act of fellowship with the Father and with the Son ; 
and by the grace of the Spirit every act brings the Fa- 
ther's love through the Son's salvation into experience. 
He has communion with his God in all he does. This 
ennobles duty. It is hereby raised to a divine honour : 
For it is hereby made, to them who are in Christ, the 
highest privilege they can have on this side of heaven. 
When the Holy Spirit writes the law upon the heart, 
he then teaches this obedience of faith. He does not 
abolish duty, but he enforces it upon right motives, and 
directs it to a right end. The same duties remain in 
the gospel, but not upon the same obligation. Law du- 
ties, as conditions of life, cannot be fulfilled. The judge 
himself has decreed, that by the works of the law there* 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight. Therefore the 
law as a covenant of works dbes not enter into the be- 
liever*s obedience. He obeys, because he is freed from 
this covenant — not freed from doing the same duties, 
which this covenant required, but freed from doing them 
upon law motives, neither expecting the promised life 
on account of keeping the precepts, nor fearing the 
threatened penalty on account of not keeping theni. 
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It is his privilege to obey, because he is saved. He^ 
vorks from a free spirit^ and with a thankful heart. 
He does all his duties in faith. He is spiritual in them^ 
acting upon the endearing motive of God^s love to hinv 
in Christy as it has been revealed to his heart by the- 
Holy Spirit He hopes for the acceptance of them only^ 
through the intercession of Christ : And after he has: 
done them ever so well, he desires grace from Christ, to 
return him all his glory. Thus in every duty he aims. 
at fellowship with God in Christ through the Spirit, and 
seeks to present an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice 
acceptable, well pleasing to God. 

Whatever thou art required to do, remember, O my 
60ul, that thou art under gracey and it is thy privilege^ 
to do it in faith. View the two tables in the hand of 
thy Saviour, and receive the ten commandments from 
his mouth. Happy for thee, Jesus is thy law-giver.. 
His spirit will gospelize thine obedience. He will bring 
thine heart into it. He will set thee in the chariot of 
love, and thou shalt ride oti prosperously : He will oil 
the wheelsof duty, and they shall run easy and pleasant. 
Thou shalt be carried sweetly through duty, thy' Be* 
loved being present and conversing with thee in it : yea 
thy fs^th working by love to him will render fellowship 
with God in all thou doest, the joy of thy heart and 
the glory of thy Hfe. 

O beg of thy divine Teacher thus to spiritualize thine- 
obedience. From him only canst thou kam the two 
great commandments, which are the sum and substance 
of the will of thy God. In the first his nature is re- 
^ vealed,. and then his worship. He is the Lord thy God, 
Jehovah thy Alehim ; Jehovah means the self-existent 
Godhead, and Alehim, the persons in covenant, Father,; 
Son, and Spirit, partakers of the same self-existence, and 
divine glory, without any difierence, or inequality. 
There can be no true religion without the true object of 
worship, and he cannot be worshipped, unless he be 
known ; therefore it is. an indispensible duty to know 
the Lord God. But how shall fallen man attain to thi» 
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knowledge ? He lost it by sin, and he cannot by any^ 
reasoning faculty or power of his own recover it. It is 
a matter of fact, that no man did ever by searching find 
^ out God. And attested by infallible authority, that the 
world by its wisdom knew not God. There is no true 
description of the Godhead, but what is revealed in 
scripture ; and it is altogether from the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, that any one savingly understands what is 
revealea. -He, the Spirit of wisdom and revelation^ 
opens the eyes of the mind, sets the object before them,, 
and gives a clear idea of it. He takes of the things of 
God, and sliews them to his disciples. He does not 
lead them into abstracted reasonings about the divine 
nature, or what the absolute Godhead is, but his lessons 
are useful and practical. He teaches the knowledge of 
the persons in Jehovah^ as they are related to sinners 
in the covenant of grace. Through him the Father is 
made known, " Ye have received the Spirit of adop» 
" tion^ by whom we cry, Abba, Father," Bom. viii. 16^ 
Through him the Son is believed in : for no man can 
say, that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.. 
He discovers the Father^s love in the Son with its rich 
graces and abundant blessings as it is written, we have 
'* received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
^^ which is of God, that we might know the things that 
** are freely given to us of God.*^ He makes knowi^ 
the Giver, and the gifls ; and he is received for that 
very purpose. He shioes into the heart to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the person of . 
Jesus Christ. And this is saving acquaintance with the 
Father and with the Son ; for hereby the understand-- 
ing is restored to the image of God ; and the new man 
is renewed in knowledge after the image of him thai 
created him. 

O what a mercy is this i What can call for greater 
praise? And this mercy, O my soul, is thine. Un- 
speakably gracious has the Lord been to thee. He has 
given thee the knowledge of himself* His image iff * 
upon thine understanding. Hi9 light is sbining upon ii i 
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certainly it is as great an act, as when be first com* 
Hianded thfe light to shine out of darkness : for hereby I 
believe in him, I know him to be my Father. O pre* 
cious name ! The love of his heart, and it is infinite : 
the blessings of his love, and they are numberless, he has 
called me to enjoy, freely, of mere grace, of his own 
sovereign good will — called me to the adoption of sons, 
to the noblest dignity, yea to everlasting honour, to be a 
son of the most high God — God is my Father — my 
new birth is from him — that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit, and has fellowship with the Father of spirits. 
Behold ! what manner of love this is ! No parent ever 
loved, or can love a child as my Father which is in 
heaven loves me. And I desire in the sense of this to 
love him, to cleave to him with full purpose of heart, 
and gratefully to devote all I have and am to his service 
and to his glory. O thou- divine Revealer of this love 
enlighten mine understanding and influence my affec- 
tions, that I may grow in the knowledge of my Father 
in Jesus : For, 

In him the Father only is to be known. He is his 
Father, as our covenant head, and therefore ours in him. 
God ie not a Father to anv, but in Christ. The name 
Father respects Christ, as the first-begotten, and then 
all his seed- He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
and depends for its adoption on the Father of their Lord 
Jesus Christ He undertook to be made maoj to live, 
and to die for the many sons,, whom he was to bring to 
glory : and in consequence of his undertakings it pteased 
the Father to- lay up all fulness of grace for them in the 
God-man, their covenant head. And it- pleases the 
Spirit to witness of this fulness, and to enable believers 
to receive out of it grace for grace. Thus he reveals 
Immanuel to them. They know him^ and are one with 
him. He is their Lofd and their God, and by faith 
they live in him and upon him. Trusting to his atone* 
ment and righteousness they have peace with their 
T^QoncUed Fa^r, and they enjoy his love shed abroad 
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rn. dieir hearts by the Holy Ghost. Waiting in the 
appointed ways they grow in the knowledge of the 
wonderful person God-Jesus. They see more of the 
divine glory of his salvation work, and by depending oa 
it daily they enjoy more of the things which accompany 
salvation. Thrice happy are they, whose acquauitance 
with Jesus is thus increa^ng. Their happiness has a 
boundless subject. They may study on, and they will 
find in him new worlds of delight to eternity. O ye 
highly favoured, read and adore the wonders already 
wrought for you ; among which these are not the least : 
** We know that -the Soa of God is come, and hath 
*^ given ua an understanding to know him that is true^ 
^^ and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus 
" Christ, who is the true God and eternal life.'' Blessed 
knowledge ! they have an understanding given them, and 
they are savingly acquainted with the Father and with 
the Son by the teaching of the Holy Ghost Jehovah 
is their Alehim. Thus they learn the first part of their 
duty, which leads them to the 

Second, Namely, to love the persons in the Godhead^ 
becaus^ they stand in this most endearing relation to 
them. They love the Father, who- is. their Father in 
Jesus. They have not only heard of, and believed in^ 
but have also enjoyed his precious love. It has been 
shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghost ! who 
has overcome all resistance to his love ; yea has made 
enmity itself yield to it* Having purified the con- 
science by faitn, he then purifies the heart : He pours 
into it a sense of that love^ which gave his co-equal Son 
for them,, and all the blessings in earth and in heaven 
with him. Thereby he draws out the afiections in 
holy desires to be more united to-the Father of mercies. 
It is the property of love to desire to be united to the 
beloved object. The Holy Spirit has discovered the 
object, and has given the desire, '.and he fulfils all the 
desires of his own creating. He teaches all the chil" 
dren of God to know their Fathei* ; and to experience 
bis love to them, in his So% and ihsa, they cannot bul 
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love him. He creates the new heart for this very pur- 
pose ; and makes it sensible that die Father'^s love is alt 
received through the Son, and therefore the Father and 
the Son are beloved with an undivided affection. 

The Son is his office name. It should never be heard 
without putting us in mind of the wcmderful love of our 
God in his undertakings. He covenanted to be made 
flesh. What a miracle of love is that I He engaged 
with his Father to be the surety for h'is people, to do 
their work, to suffer their punishment, and then God 
and man, one Christ for ever, was to have all fulness 
of covenant blessings to give his people. The Father 
has no love, the Spirit bestows no grace, but what comes 
through Christ A believer is therefore taught in every 
thing he does to have fellowship with Christ. His 
safety, his happiness, his hopes of happiness to-day and 
{or ever are blessings to be received out of Immanuers 
fulness : for he is the head over all things to the church 
which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in 
all. And while the member is receiving life and sense 
and happiness from the fulness of the head, he will 
have fresh motives to love his divine Saviour. ^ What 
can fix his affections, if gratitude to Jesus cannot? He 
has every thing in him, that can win the heart. He 
has beauty to engage love^ blessings to increase love, 
glories to increase love to him for evermore. He is 
beauty without a rival. Whatever is charming in any 
earthly object is but a ray from him, and should lead 
to him ;> it is but a beam to point out the matchless 
graces of ImmanueL And so is the loveliness of hea* 
venly objects : saints and angels have nothing beautiful, 
but what the love of Jesus has put upon them. He is 
the Lord and Giver of all their glory. How glorious 
then must he be ; He is mine, says the believer, and 
my property in him makes him indeed glorious in mine 
eyes. Once I saw no beauty in him, that I should de- 
sire him ; but now he is my beloved and my friend. I 
can see every thing truly lovely in my Lord and my 
God» Whatever else courts my heart appears to be 
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but a shadow : the substance is my Jesus. He endear» 
himself daily to me by his numberless favours. I am 
always receiving out of his fulness some blessings which 
makes him the centre of my happine^. Every look of 
faith discovers in him some new exdellency^ and brings, 
from him some fresh kindness, and thereby engages my 
heart still more to its precious Saviour. And when I 
look forward to the glory to be revealed, when I shall 
see my dearest Jesus face ta face, and shall be like him>. 
and shall enjoy him, and in him all the blessings of the 
eternal Three for ever, O this i& too big for present 
thought ; yet it constrains me to give up my whole soul 
to this heavenly laver.^ Glorify him daily in me, thoa 
faithful witness for Jesus, and give me continual reason, 
to love thee with the same undivided affection, where^ 
with thou hast enabled me to love the Father and the- 
Son. 

The Holy Spirit is Jehovah^ a person in the sel£- 
existent Godhead, equal with the Father in every attri^ 
bute« His office name is Spirit i the idea is taken 
from air, such as we breathe, to denote his being the 
breather or inspirer of spiritual life. Every thing done 
by him in this character tends to holiness, and therefore 
he i& caUed the Ilolif Spirit. His office in the covenant, 
as well as his co>equality with the Father and the Son^ 
entitle. him to equal worship, and to equal love. For 
he undertook to carry into execution the purposes of 
the Father"'s lovo in Jesus. Their fulfilment depends 
entirely upon his grace^ The Son has been incarnate ;. 
he has brought in' everlasting righteousness, and made 
the atonement of sin :. the Father is satisfied with his 
finished work, and has demonstrated his acceptance of 
it; the God-man is now upon the throne of glory with 
all power in heaven and earths To this the Holy Spi- 
rit bears witness. It is his divine office to apply the 
salvation of Jesus, and to make it effectual. He -does 
all in the heirs of promise.. The Father gave them to 
the Son, the Son redeemed them, but they are in the 
commpu m^s of gorruptipi)^ dead in trespasses and sinsj^ 
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upon God) and he was ready to seek, irhererer 60^ 
•was to be found. No hunted hart ever panted more 
after the water-brooks, than his soul did after God. 
His hope in doing any thing was to have G^'s graci- 
ous presence with him. And his happiness in it was 
to have communipn with God. ^This is gospel duty. 
And what a glorious privilege is it ! O that it may be 
my happy experience thus to meet God in all his ways, 
and to enjoy him in my daily walk. That thou mayest 
^ow in this divine fellowship, consider, O my soul^ 
some of the duties of the first table, and learn to prac- 
tise them upon gospel principles. The first and chief 
is PBAYEii, which consists in keeping up daily converse 
with thy God upon all occasions. This is the breath- 
ing of the new born soul. It wants to draw the sir of 
heaven, and to live in its own proper element. There 
is a way opened for it unto the throne of glory, and the 
children of God may approach it with bmdness : for it 
is a throne of grace and he that sitteth upon it loves to 
hear and to answer their petitions; He is their Father.. 
** I go, says Jesus, to my Father and to your Father ; 
** my Father himself loveth you ; ask what ye will of 
** him in my name he will do it.** This is the beloved, 
object of prayeiv— a reconciled Father in Jesus^— whose 
heart is full of tenderness to the complaints and miseries 
of his family—- »his promises are the declarations of his 
pure love—- a dependence upon his fulfilling them does 
honour to bis truth and faithfulness, and always brings 
down^ the blessings The Holy Spirit abides with the 
children of God to teach them^ thus to pray in faith. 
He helps their infirmities in prayer, strengthens their 
graces, and bestow^ on them their comforts. He enables 
them to come with boldness, and have access with con- 
fidence. Whatever their Father has freely promised 
to give them in Jesus, they can asking faith, . nothing 
wavering : for they know his promises cannot fail. They 
find them daily fulfilled, whereby their holy familiarity 
with their Father increases. He draws nearer to them, 
«id they draw nearer to him^ This their mutual inter- 
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«oufse may be interrupted, but it cannot be entirelv 
broken off. God is always disposed to hear, although, 
the believer be not always able to pray rejoicing. It 
is still his privilege, although he may not find any great 
delight in it ; but if he continue to make constant use 
of his privilege, his delight wiU return,, and God will 
fulfil to him the gracious promise-— I will make them 
joyful in my house of prayer. 

Thus the child of God learns to love prayer, yea, ta 
pray without ceasing. He lives under his Father^s eye, 
and in a dependence on his Father^s care for him night 
and day. And he has hereby as true and lasting fel- 
lowship with the things of God in his soul, as he hasr 
with tne things of this world in his body* 

O what an exalted privilege is this ! How highly is^ 
prayer hereby ennobled I It is not a law duty to an ab- 
solute God: but a gracious intercourse with a covenant 
God.— Not practised that he may love us : but because 
he loves us — not to make us his children: but because 
we are his children. It should be perfordied always in 
this faith. If there be infirmities in it, such as wander- 
ing, coldness, or the like, we are to remember, that we 
are not heard for the goodness of our prayers, nor an- 
swered for the fervency of them. That which makes 
our persons accepted obtains acceptance for our services 
alsa We and all we do are only accepted in the be- ^ 
loved: " For through Jesus Chnst we have an access 
<« by one Spirit unto the Father.^ Epiies. ii. 18. our 
access is through .Jesus Christ. Trusting to his finished 
salvation we enter into the presence of the Father, and, 
guided by the Holy Spirit, we pray in faith. What- 
ever we ask in the Son'^s name we know that we have 
the petitions which we desired of him. This spiritua-' 
lizes prayer, and puts glory upon it: because there is 
heavenly fellowship with God in it, ^th the Father 
through the Son, by the one Spirit 

These are some of the privileges of Christian prayer. 
Thou goest, O my soul, to meet thy God in it—to con- 
verse with thy Father— 'to call oh him for the fulfilling 
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of his promises made in Jesus— to wait on him for his 
answers — ^and to give him his glory. O what blessed 
seasons hast thou enjoyed in this communion with thy 
God ! How has he manifested his nearness to thee, and 
bounty towards thee i Hast thou not found his heart 
open, his ears open, and his hands opeo to grant thee 
the request of thy lips ? And when thou hast "not found 
«uch sweet fellowship with thy God in prayer, yet thy 
dependence on his faithful word has been exercised and 
improved. Thou hast left thy petitions with thy friend 
ana advocate, trusting to that most glorious description 
of him in Ilev. viii. 3, 4. ^^ And another angel came 
^ and stood at the altar, having a golden censer, and 
^' there was given unto him much incense, that he should 
" offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden 
•* altar, which was before the throne. And the smoke 
** of the incense, which came with the prayers of the 
*^ saints ascended up before God out of the angePs hand.^ 
O thou great Angel of the covenant, thus present my 
prayers. They are nothing worth, but as perfumed 
with thy divine odours. Let them ever ascend before 
God out of thy hand with the smoke of the incense of 
thy sacrifice and intercession. Blessed Spirit of prayer 
increase my faith, that I may trust more to a prayer- 
hearing God and Father, who is always ready to grant 
every good thing promised to his children in Christ 
Jesus. Amen. 

Praise and prayer go together. The prayer of 
faith will afford continual matter for praise. The one 
is a dependence on God for every promised blessing, 
the other is the acknowledgment of his having bestow- 
ed it. Innocent man had his heart in this sweet work. 
It was his happiness. Every breath in paradise was 
praise. The redeemed man has more reason. His ob« 
ligations are far greater, than Adam was under, to his 
God — ^raised from his fall — saved from the guilt and 
misery of it— chosen and called to this salvation by mere 
grace — through faith a partaker of it — an heir of God, 
luid a joint-heir ^ith Cluist^ O what motives are these^ 
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to continual thankfulness ! And these motives are effeo 
tual, when the Holy Spirit discovers the things that are 
freely given to us of God. He makes us sepsible of 
them and thankful for them : for he preserves in the 
soul a blessed poverty of spirit, an humble abiding sense 
of wants and un worthiness, and thus he lays a sure foun« 
dation for thankfulness. Every blessing is then re^ 
ceived with a — Why me ? what am 1 ; and what is my 
Father's house, that God should deal thus bountifully 
with me? I must refer it all to the praise of the glory 
of bis own ^race. Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed me with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly things in Christ. All 
these blessings flow from the Father's love in his Son, 
and the Holy Spirit has discovered to me that bound* 
less ocean of love, and has often refreshed me with its 
life-giving streams. He has made known to me the 
good pleasure of the Father's will, which he had pur- 
posed in himself, to choose me by his distinguishing 
grace to be one of his children, and through faith in 
Jesus Christ I read my adoption, and take possession 
of the inheritance of children. Mine experience of these 
blessings cannot be questioned, while I am receiving 
out of the fulness of Jesus grace for grace. O how 
great is my debt ! It is equal to the eternal Three : so 
should my gratitude be. It is very meet, right, and 
my bounden duty, that I should at all times, and in 
all places give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty, everlasting God ; therefore with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of heaven I laud 
and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee, 
and saying. Holy, Holy, Hcdy, Lord, God of hosts: 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to 
thee,.0 Lord most high. Amen. 

May such as thi«, O my soul, be thy daily tribute of 
thanks ! Consider what tnou owest to thy God ; how 
great are his- favours, , how many, how endless; and 
bestowed on the most unworthy. Review his goodness 
in giving thee being, and in preserving it Bmember 
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from bow many dangers and pains he has delivered thee : 
what health and creature comforts be has vouchsafed 
^f his mere bounty ; and what a monument of his long 
suffering thou art. O what a miracle I that one^ like 
thee, should be out of helL Then put to the account 
spiritual favours, what blessing thou hast received from 
the Father'^s love in Jesus; what blessings thou art 
intitled to in him, not only in tirae^ but also in eternity* 
Cast up the mighty sum^ and say. How much it is. 
Canst tiiou tell the numbers thereof? Na It is beyond 
the power of the greatest arithmetician. If thou couldst 
write a figure upon every atom in the creation,^ thou 
wouldst want a new world, whereon to sum up the vast 
account : for thy mercies reach to the heaven of heavens, 
and they are also everlasting. Then consider to whom 
thou art thus indebted. Is it not to a justly offended 
trod, who might have glorified all his perfections in 
punishing thee for thy sins? Whereas in wonderful 
grace he has chosen and called thee to the adoption of 
Sons. He is thy Father. This is the spring of all 
thy mercies. In love he gave his Son to finish thy sal- 
vation. And his spirit has brought thee to believe in 
it, and to enjoy it This is the source of all thy praise. 
The object of thanksgiving is thy covenant God, who 
is related to thee in such a bond of love, as will bring 
thee under eternal obligations. Thou art therefore in 
all thy praise to remember th v relation to Father, Son, 
and Spirit, thy debt to them for that most blessed rela- 
tion, thy growing, ever growing debt. Praise will pay 
none of'^it The saints in glory do but acknowledge 
it. While they are praising more, the sum is increasing. 
O my soul, beg of thy God to give thee grace, that' 
thine acknowledgments may be in some measure like 
theirs. They are crying Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God, giving glory for the Father^g love in Jesus, anj 
for thdr experience of it by the eternal Spirit. May 
this subject be thine, more spiritual,more holy everyday, 
till it be what theirs is, perfect and without intermission. 
Since it is thy privilege, O my soul, to pray to thy 



covenant God and to praise him for covenant mercies^ 
then thou wilt highly prize the holy stiiiPXUREs ; be- 
cause ^thout them thou canst not know what to pray 
for, nor what is indeed a mercy. Thy faith has rjotning 
to stand upon but the word of God, and nothing to 

E raise him for, but mercies therein promised, and by 
elieving received. O how dear then should his word 
be to thee ; how greatly studied, how diligently heard, 
that by it thou mayest grow in every grace, which is 
needful for thy holy walk with God. It is the appoint* 
«d means by which the Holy Spirit acts. It is his 
^eat instrument in beginning and carrying on spiritual 
life. He opens the understanding to know the scrip, 
tnres, he inclines the will and the affections to receive 
them in the love of the truth, and he influences the 
whole man to submit to live under the obedience of 
faith. Whatever strength, victory, comfort, or bless* 
ing of any kind he bestows, it comes by obepng the 
truth through the Spirit. So that thou canst not go 
on in thy walk with God but by constant and believing 
use of the scriptures. They should be thy study night 
and day, heard and read carefully, mixed with faith, 
treasured up in thy memory, received into thy heart, 
and brought into thy life, and all by the teaching of 
the Holy Ghost, in order to thine enjoyment of the 
promised blessings of the Father's love through the 
Son's salvation, 3Phus the word will be the means of 
thy maintaining fellowship with the blessed Trinity. 
By mixing faith with it thou wilt be constantly receiv- 
ing from them covenant mercies; and so thou wilt go 
forward Thy steps will be ordered aright according 
to the word, and thy way will be prosperous. 

Consider then, O my soul, whether thou art making 
this use of the scriptures. Dost thou find the means 
of thy growth in divine knowledge, in faith and love ? 
Do tney really promote thy communion with God, and 
on that account are they daily more thy study, and thy 
delight ? Never think of hearing or reading them with- ' 
-out praying for the teaching of the Holy Spirit, that 
Vol. I, K 
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they may be the means of keeping up fellowship with 
thy Father in Jesus. For this end they were reiiealed, 
and if Xhis end be not answered they profit thee jiothing. 
Make it then thy constant practice — ^before hearing, to 
,pray for a spiritual ajqietite, that as new born babef; 
desire milk, so thou mayest hunger and thirst for the 
good word of life — ^in hearing, beg of God, tliat thou 
mayest feed upon tlie word and digest it, and thine in- 
wafd man may be nounshed up in the words of faith, 
and of good doctrine — after hearing, pray for a sancti* 
fied memory to treasure up for use, what thou hast 
learnt, that as occasion shall serve it may be realized; 
and brought into practice, thy life and conversation 
being cast into the mould of the word. With the same 
dependence on thy divine Teacher read, as well as hear, 
the scriptures. Meditate on them. Converse about 
them, expecting to find them able t9 make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith, which is in Christ Jesus, 
and as thy faith in him increases, able to bring in richer 
experience of thy Father's love in him. 

How sweet is prayer, how delightful is praise, how 
blessed is hearing and reading the word, when these are 
the means of meeting and conversing with God ! His 
presence puts the hi^est honour upon them, and exalts 
duty into a royal pnvilege : for he is j^resent as a Fa-, 
ther with his chilaren. O wh^t a dignity is it to have 
God for our Father I What an happiness to have free 
fellowship with him in this dearest relation? In thy 
daily hearing and reading bis word, observe, O my 
soul, what is spoken of this holy fellowship ; and seek 
to maintain it, and to improve it in every appointed 
way, particularly in keeping the command of thy dying 
irieno. 

Do t?ds in remembrance of me. When his disciples 
meet together for this purpose, then place the whole 
/dependence of thy heart upon thy crucified Saviour. 
jConsidering the infinite and everlasting efficacy of the 
sacrifice of bis body and soul to take away sin, draw 
near in faith to feast upon it : for his flesh is meat in- 
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deed, and his blood is drink indeed. Look well to the 
end of the institution. Jt was not only to remind thee 
of, but also to convey to thee, all the blessings of that 
one offering, which perfects for ever. It was to teaclr 
thee, that thy spiritual life, and every grace and com-, 
fort of it are as dependant upon Christ crucified, as the 
life of thy body is upon the meat and drink of this 
world. Thy life comes from his death. Thy life is 
nourished by feeding upon Christ thy passover, who 
was sacrificed for thee% He intended by the bread to 
point out unto thee his body, and by the wine his blood 
— ^by eating and drinking them, thy taking and living 
upon him — ^by thy bodily support received from them^ 
the nourishment of thy soul by eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood. He would have thee to look through 
the signs to the things sanctified. Thou art not to resit 
in the outward act, but to rest in the promise in the 
word of God Thy faith is not to be exercised about 
the Lord's supper as a duty ; but it is to be exercised 
upon his word ; and what he has therein promised to 
make it, tliat thou art to expect in taking it He ap- 
' pointed it to be the means of communicating with him, 
and of thy enjoying fellowship with him in his sufier- 
ings. It is a spiritual believing act, in which thou art 
invited to partake of the paschal lamb. It is the Lord^ 
passover ; and will certainly answer every purpose, foe 
which he instituted it He appointed it to be the means 
of safety from the destroyer, of deliverance from bond- 
age, of free and full forgiveness of all sins, of an happy 
passage through the Red Sea, and of the everlasting 
possession of the promised inheritance. For these gra- 
cious purposes tlie Father'^s love gave his Son to be a 
Iamb slain, and then a lamb feast^ on^ aiid the Holy 
Spirit makes it a feast indeed. It is to the believing 
receiver spiritually, * whatever the passover was to the 
Jews on theif coming out of Egypt It is a communion 
with the blessed Trinity— with the Father for providing 
such a banquet of lov^-^with the Son for giving him- 
self to be a lamb slain, and to be a spiritual repast to 
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his people in earth and in heaven — with the Holy Spi- 
rit for rendering the bread which is broken the coin-> 
miinion of the body of Christ, and the cup of blessing 
the communion of the blood of Christ, communion sig- 
nifies union with— the believer united to Christ — one 
with Christ--^ member in his body, lives in him, and 
on him, has communications of life, nourishment^ 
strength, comfort, &c. as the members have from their 
union with the head. He has a real inward fellowship 
with Jesus, in his cross and passion, in his resurrection 
and ascension, in his intercession and sitting at the right 
hand of the m^esty on high. He communicates now 
with Jesus in all the blessings of his Father^s love, and 
will communicate with him in all his Father^s glory. 
O what a privilege is the Lord^s Supper, when it is 
thus the means of communion with the Son, and with 
his Father through the Spirit ! What an honour is it 
to be admitted to a feast instituted by the Lamb of 
God, and for the enjoyment of the love of God ! What 
a blessing is it to sit down now to the marriage supper 
of the Lamb, and to partake by faith of its spintual 
realities and delights! There is nothing beyond this 
upon earth, and it has sometimes been to the beUeving 
receiver a foretaste of heaven. Yes, blessed be God, 
it has been, even to thee, O my soul, unworthy as thou 
art of one crumb from the Master'^s table, a feast of fat 
things, of wines kept, even of fat things full of mainoW) 
of wines kept, and well refined. And when thou hast 
not been so highly feasted, yet thou hast enjoyed solid 
communion. Partaking of the bread and wine accord- 
ing to the Lord^s institution, and depending on the 
Lord'^s promise, thou hast been fed and nourished at 
his table. The virtue of the Spirit has been put fortli 
in thy heart, and thou hast as truly by faith eat the 
flesh, and drank the blood of the Son of man as thou 
didst eat the bread and drink the wine. It was strictly 
speaking a commmiion : being united to Christ, thou 
wast a partaker of Christ, and hadst fellowship with 
him in bis Ufe and death. O pray for more of this. 
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Beg of the Holy Spirit to increase thy communion with^ 
Jesus, that thou mayest live more in him and on him^ 
and thereby enjoy more of the love of thy heavenly Fa- 
ther. Plead his promise, and expect the fulfilling of 
it: '^He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my Uood 
^^ dwelleth in me, and I in him ; As the hving Father 
*^ hath sent me, and I live by the Father, so he that 
*' eateth me, even he -shall live by me," Jciin vi. 66, 57. 

Viewing the duties of the first table in this light, how 
exalted are they, and spiritual { What a glory does it 
put upon them, that the believer has feUowship with 
the eternal Three, and in pravcr, and praise, in bear« 
ing and reading the word, and at the Lord^s Supper he 
enjoys their covenant mercies, partaking of them now 
as really by faith, as ever he will by sense in heaven i 
The law written and engraven in stones was glorious, 
but the law thus written upon his heart excelleth in 
glory. The two first tables of stone were broken, the 
other two are lost ; but no time shall deface the writing 
of the Holy Spirit. The new heart, turned in love to 
Grod, shall keep hisi impression for ever. Faith should 
rest securely upon this : because he has undertaken to 
abide for ever with his own people, that the purposes 
of the Father's love, and the blessings of the Sotf s sal- 
vation may be always enjoyed by them. In remem^ 
brance of this great truth they keep the 

Lo»d's-dav. They rest on it from labour, declaring 
thereby their belief of the rest, which the eternal Three 
have provided in Jesus — a rest in their souls — ^given 
without their labour and pains — secured to them by 
covenant — ^kept for them by almighty power — a sabbath 
remaining for the people of God, into which they shall 
as certainly enter, as Jesus their forerunner is entered. 
Sabbath signifies a day of rest. It was set apart in me- 
mory of God'*s finishing the works of the first creation : 
and is observed now in memory of his finishing the 
works of the new creation. The end for which the 
world was made will be answered soon ; and then it, 
and all the works therein shall be burnt up, and the 

jc3 
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place of them found no more : but th^ glorious work of 
the God<man shall endure for ever. In honour of this 

freatest work of God we keep the Lord^s-day. It is 
is Sabbath — a day eternally famous for his finishing 
the work of salvation, and entering into his rest. ^^ And 
^^ we who have believed, says^ the apostle, do enter into 
" rest." We do enter into it now by faith, and we 
share with him in his Sabbath. The atcmement which 
be made, the righteousness which he wrought out, the 
victory which he obtidned, the works which he perfect- 
ed for ever, and the glory which he now inherits, we 
enjoy at present by believing, and enter upon the pos- 
session ot them. According to our faith, such is our 
rest. He that believes without doubt or wavering in 
the finislied salvation of Jesus, he will have the peace 
of God ruling in his conscience, he will experience tl^ 
perfect love of God to him, which will make him rest 
in his love to God, and then he will delight himself in 
the ways of God. This is the Christian sabbath. It 
consists in resting upon Jesus, and in depending upon 
his having finished the works of redemption, and then 
in living upon them for our souls, as much as we do 
upon the works of creation for our bodies* 

Sweet is the day of rest, spent in this holy employ- 
ment. Happy time ! set apart for spiritual intercourse 
with God, and consecrated for keeping up fellowship 
with him in his fatherly love in Jesus, and for receiving 
from him communications of his graces and blessings. 
Thrice happy day ! in which this fellowship is kept up 
and these graces and blessings are enjoyed. By this 
heavenly converse the inward man is renewed with grow- 
ing strength : his faculties are enlarged ; and their hap, 
piness is increased. By which means he comes nearer * 
to the spiritual rest of the heavenly sabbath « He calls 
it his delight, holy of the Lord, honourable ; because 
the end of its institution is answered to him, and he has 
on it happy communion with his God. When he draws 
near to God in his appointed ways, he finds God in 
them, and experiences his loving kindness^ which i& 



TTALK op FAItKf. iSH 

better than life itself. Blessed is the man, who is thus 
highly favoured. He enters ^thin the vail into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus, and finds a most loving 
Father upon a throne of grace. In every service on' 
the Lord'^s day, h« seeks a more intimate acquaintance 
and more spiritual fellowship with him. His very heart 
is engaged m this work. His soul thirsteth, and his 
very flesh longeth to meet God, as he has met him in 
the sanctuary. Therein he has found communications 
of grace, which have rendered the ordinances delightful 
indeed. He rejoices in hopes of meeting God and of 
drawing near to him in prayer, of praising him still more 
and more for his abundiant mercies, of hearing the re^ 
viving sound of gospel' grace; and of everlasting love, 
and of receiving it not as the word of man, but as it is 
in truth the word of God, and of sitting down to the 
banquet of heaven in communion with Christ crucified^ 
through him partaking of the Father's love by the Spi- 
rit's influence. Blessed is he of the Lord, who is thufr 
spiritual in sabbath duties. By keeping up constant 
communion with God in them his blessedness iis in- 
creasing. He is already in possession of the same things 
which his elder brethren are enjoying in heaven ; and 
he will become more heavenly minded, while he main- 
tains daily fellowship with the eternal Three in their 
covenant ofiices and blessings. 

Consider, O my soul, that these privileges are thine. 
Look well to thine improvement of them. Remember, 
thou art already by believing entered into rest. Thy 
sabbath is begun — o, day whose sun shall never set— • 
whose glory shall shine brighter for evermore. May 
thine enjoyment of this rest, which is so glorious, lie 
growing, until thou attain to the eternal sabbath. O 
pray thy Lord to lift up the light of his countenance 
upon thee, to vouchsafe thee more of the love of his 
heart and more of the bounty of his hand, more com- 
munion with him, and more communications from him, 
that thou mayest be growing up into Jesus in all things, 
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and be ready, whenever he calls thee> to enter in witt» 
him into his perfect rest. 

Thus the first table duties are kept By the teachr- 
ing of the Holy Spirit they become gospel privileges^ 
When he makes us new creatures in Chnst Jesus, then 
we take the Three in Jehovah to be our God. We 
know our Father in Christ, believe in him and love him^ 
We will have no other Gods, but him. We give his. 
honour to none, his name to none, our tinije and heart* 
service to none, but him^ His love made known to us» 
engBLges our affections, and puts us upon seeking fellow- 
ship with him in all appointed ways. Yea, the more 
we know of his perfect love to us, the more we are dis- 
posed to lave him, and to witness it in every thing we 
do. It becomes our study to walk before him in alt 
well pleasing ; for we find it our happiness. Whether 
we eat or drink, rise up, or lie down to rest, follow our 
worldly calling, or have any dealings with men, we en- 
deavour to do all in faith. This makes the common 
things of life spiritual actions: because in them we 
maintain intercourse with God. This is indeed the 
heavenly temper of the children of the most High. They 
seek the presence and the blessings of their Father 
in Jesus in all they do. They are taught to Uve in a 
sunple dependence upon him. They acknowledge this 
dependence by looking up to him for every thing need- 
ful, and having received it by giving him all his glory. 
Then they are returned in heart and life to that God, 
from whom they had departed by unbelief. 

Most blessed return : For now the old sinful nature 
with its affections and lusts is pardoned, and thereby 
they have lost their dominion. They have no right to 
exerdfie their tyranny any longer. The base selfish 
tempers, which rendered a man a plague to others, and 
often a burden to himself, are dethroned. The pardon- 
iDg them is subduing them. These always go together* 
Tney kept the understanding in darkness, but now it is. 
light in the Lord. They blinded the conscience and 
made it insensible, but now it has seen its guilt, aud 
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has found peace with God. The heart wag engaged in 
their service, but now God has set up his throne in it, 
and sweetly rules over the affections. Thus a free 
pardon brings a man into liberty. He ceases to be a 
slave to his selfish tempers. A full pardon brings him 
full victory over them; for then he has the blood of 
Jesus to cleanse him from all sin, and the Spirit of 
Jesus to subdue all sin. He is taken into the protection 
of Christ, and is his free-man. None shall make him a 
slave. The Spirit of Christ rules in him, and makes 
him willing to live under the reign of grace : He dwells 
and abides with him to preserve in his heart the love of 
God, and to produce in it the proper fruits of that love 
towards men. Thus he brings the sinner to love thee,. 
Duties of the second table, which our Lord has 
summed up in one sentence. *' Thou shalt love thy 
« neighbour as thyself.'' This love was lost at the fall. 
Nothing is in mankind by nature but selfishness. He 
is a slave to divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice 
and envy, hateful and hating one another. Every age 
has felt this malady, and complained of it. But no 
human means have been able to remedy it. Fine sys- 
tems of ethics, and beautiful plans of natural religion 
have been tried ; the aid of strong reasoning, assisted 
with the forces of logic and metaphysics, has been called 
in, but all in vain. Selfish tempers broke through their 
cobweb arguments, and sported with their imaginary 
bonds. Sometimes they polished the outside a little, 
and made a man a courtier : he looked, and smiled, and 
seemed to love ; but they did not reach his heart. This 
is the prerogative of the Lord God. He only, who 
made us creatures, can make us new creatures. And 
until we are new born of God, we have every thing in 
us opposite to brotherly love. But when we are bom 
of the Spirit, then we are taught of him to love one 
another. I^e teaches it, and he enforces it. His lessons 
are entirely practical. He not only informs the u/ider- 
standing, but also influences the affections; Having 
^sposed and enabled the heart to love God^ he evidences 
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the power of this divine love by its genuine fruits to^ 
wards men. These are inseparable from their cause. 
Divine love is never without orotherly love ; for so far 
as the love of God is felt, it produces loving tempers. 
It opens and enlarges the heart, as the warm beams of 
the sun open and expand the flowers. The agency, 
which performs this, is almighty. The Holy Spirit 
having begotten the new nature writes upon it the law 
of love. He keeps it willing to resist, and makes it 
able to overcome the selfish tempers of the old man. 
The apostle Peter has ^ven us a delightful description 
of the manner of the divine proceeding herein, 1 PeL 
i. 21, 22, 23. '' Christ was manifest in those last 
^^ times for you, who by him do beheve in God, that 
<^ raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory, 
^' that your faith and hope might be in God : seeing 
^* ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
'^ through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the bre- 
^' thren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart 
" fervently ; being born again, not of corruptible seed,, 
" but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
" and abideth for ever.'' The Christians to whom he 
writes were partakers of the new birth, they were born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible. 
The Holy Spirit was the author of their regeneration. 
The word of truth was the means, which he made use 
of, they obey the truth through the Spirit. By believ* 
ing it they were begotten again to a lively faith and 
hope in God. They evidenced their love to him by 
their unfeigned love of the brethren ; they love him 
that begat, and loved those also that were begotten of 
him. From whence it appears, that the love of the 
brethren is not in the heart by nature, but is from the 
grace of the Holy Spirit. He gives a new heart, and 
he sheds abroad in it the love of God, which by his in- 
fluence works mightily in opposing and overcoming our 
selfish tempers, and in establishing the practice of second 
table duties. These spring from divine love. The Holy 
Spirit joins them together, as the cause and the effect* 
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He teaches no man to love God without teaching him 
also to love the brethren. He rains and shines upon 
the tree of love : under his cultivation it thrives : He 
brings forth the sweet and loving tempers of the new 
man, and they bear fruit abundantly. And blessed 
fruit it is : for God has great glory from it, and men 
much good. Love thinketh, speaketh, and doeth no 
evil. Yea, it cannot be in the heart, without a desire to 
do good to all men, especially unto them that are of 
the household of faith — to do good to their bodies and 
souls — Cogivehonour to whom honour is due-^to preserve 
their lives — their property — their chastity — their good 
name — to bear no false witness, but always to speak 
the truth of them — ^and to covet none of their blessings, 
either spiritual or temporal. This is morality— -chns- 
tian morality — ^for it is learnt no where but in the school 
of Christ. What his Spirit teaches, he enables also to 
perform, which moral persuasion cannot. He gives a 
will and a power to put off the selfish tempers of th^ 
old man, and to put on the loving graces of the new. 
man : these graces he preserves by his almighty agency, 
and calls them into daily practice, through faith word- 
ing by love— love to Goa from a sense of his infinite 
goodpess — and love to mait for God^s sake. Thus the 
second table duties, when done out of gratitude to God 
for his infinite mercies, help the believer on in his walk 
heavenwards, and are the means of maintaining constant 
fellowship with his God. 

Is thisj, O my soul, thy happy experience ? Examine 
carefully. What are th^ tempers ? What is thy prac- 
tice, with respect to loym^ thy neighbour as thyself? 
There is great complaint in the world of the want of 
brotherly love. And no wonder. It cannot be in 
them, who are wholly lovers of themselves. But may 
not the same complaint be taken up of the household 
and family of faith ?. Are not the children of the same 
Father deficient in brotherly love ? Yes, they are. Too, 
too often they live below their privilege, and thereby 
bring great dishonour upon God^ and give great offence 
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to men. Be humbled, O my soul, for thine own failing;. 
Remember, what reason thou hast to mourn for the 
infirmities of thy love — how barren it is in its proper 
fruits— how cold, when it should be fervent — ^how poU 
luted, when it should be pure — ^how covetous, when it 
should be liberal. Hast thou duly attended to the 
cause of this, and does it grieve thee to thy heart P 
Wouldst thou be saved from self-love, and increase in 
brotherly love, yet more and more ? Since this is thy 
oase meditate carefully upon what is promised, and pray 
earnestly for what is provided, for the subduing of those 
tempers which are enemies to brotherly love, and which, 
if not subdued, will hinder thee from enjoying the love, 
of God in thy walk with him. 

First, Consider thy state. Thou art a pardoned sin- 
ner, not under the law, but under grace — ^freely, fully 
saved from the guilt of all thy sins. There is none to 
eondemn, God having iustified thee. He sees thee in 
his Son, washed in his blood, clothed in hts righteous- 
ness ; and he embraces him and thee, the head and the 
members with the same affection. 

Secondly, Consider what is promised to them who 
are in Christ. Sin shall not have dominion over them. 
Pardoned sin shall not reign. It cannot, for it is de- 
throned. Thou art therefore free from its bondage. 
Stand fast in this liberty. Now the condemning power 
of sin is taken out of thy conscience, make use of the 

Sace provided in Jesus to deliver thine heart from the 
ve of it, and thy conversation from the slavish service 
of it. And remember this grace is almighty. Trust 
in it, and thou shalt be savea from the tyranny of every 
sin. Therefore, 

Thirdly, Read the great charter of grace, and marlc 
to what glorious privileges thou art entitled. Bein|^ 
saved from the guilt of all sin, and having a promise of 
being saved from the dominion of all sin, as the LordV 
free-man, thou art by faith to claim thy birth-right and 
to enjoy it. Since Christ has given thee liberty to whom 
shouidst thou be a slave P Put off therefore the old maa 
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with his lusts and deeds : serve him no longer: it is a 
blessed part of redemption to be saved from his service* 
God be thanked, that he may be put off, as a garment 
which you have done Mritb, and will put on no mone» 
Away with it, it is filthy and abominable altogether. 
Yea worse still : the plague is in it. Death and hell 
are in it : for the old man, sinful nature, thus to be put 
off, is a body of sin, and selfish tempers are his members, 
such as anger, wrath, malice, lies, inordinate affection, 
evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
These must be put off, or they will be always plotting 
and acting against brotherly love. Therefore the new 
man, renewed in the spirit of his mind, opposes them, 
and is mighty through God to mortify them. By the 
same power he puts on, as the elect of Grod, holy and 
beloved bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, long suffering, forgiveness of injuries r 
even as Christ forgave him, so he forgives : and unta 
all these graces he puts on love, which is the complete 
binding of them together. What an amiable character 
is here of the new man ! He is created anew in Christ 
Jesus, that he may exercise every kind and benevolent 
temper to the brethren. He is renewed in his heart ta 
the unfeigned love of them ; and is enabled to manifest 
it by every work and labour of love. And lest the vile 
tempers of the old man, still in being, although de* 
throned, should get dominion again, he is strengthened 
mightily by the Spirit in the inner man to crucify them 
day by day. Since this is hard work consisting m con* 
tinual and severe self-denial, no less than in cutting off 
right hand, and in plucking out right eye, lusts ; for 
thine encouragement, to persevere, consider. 

Fourthly, that thou art in Christ— a member in his 
body — and in him thou hast perfect and eternal redemp- 
tion from the old man of sin with his affections and lusts. 
The more this is believed, the more will the fruita of it 
appear. Faith in the absolute and everlasting victory 
of thy glorified head will animate thee as one of hia 
members to recast thy vanquiabed foesf, knowing thou 
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art a partaker of his yictory, and in bis strength, and 
to his glory thou art fighting against them. In htm 
thou hast already conquered. In him thou shalt be 
more than a conqueror. Reckon thyself therefore to 
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God in Jesus 
Christ thy Lord. And depend on him for the power 
of his death, that he may put it forth in thee, and mor* 
tify sin, and for the power of his resurrection to quicken 
thee to newness of life. Thy communion with him in 
his death and resurrection will be in proportion to thy 
faith. If thou believest stedfastly, that thou art one 
with him, thou wilt find the effect of it in stedfast com« 
munion. Cleave then to him, as a branch to the vine. 
Planted together in the likeness of his death, thou wilt 
find virtue coming from him to crucify thy selfish tiem- 
pers. Planted together in 'the likeness of his resurrec- 
tion, thou wilt find virtue coming from him to keep thee 
alive to God. To this fellowship with Jesus thou art 
called. ,Thou hast a right to communicate with him 
in his life and death. And whilst thou art enjoying it 
by the faith of the Son of God, sin shall have no more 
dominion over thee than it has over him. This being 
thy glorious birth-right, O my soul, put honour upon 
it. Enjoy it in the peace of thy conscience, and in the 
love of thy heart. Read thy perfect redemption in Jesus 
from every thing opposite to brotherly love,^and improve 
tlus thy experience. As there is sufficient grace pro- 
mised and provided for thee, see thou make use of it, 
and manifest it openly in thy tempers «id in thy walk i 
For,, consider, 

. Fifthly, Thy God and Father calls^^Qpon thee to give 
glory to him for his love to' thee by exercising love to* 
waras the brethren : and thou act bound to this^ by ten 
thousand ties. Has he loved thee freely, dost thou know 
it, and is the grateful sense of it upon thy heart ? How 
then can it be hid P It cannot ; it wUl manifest itself, as 
light does. The Father has chosen thee in his Son, that 
he might communicate to thee of his goodness^ and he 
has made thee a child of iight^ that thou mighest re* 
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fleet the rays of his goodness upon others. Thou art 
to shew forth the praises of him that hath called thee 
out of darkness into his marvellous light. He hath 
called thee out of the deadness and blindness of thy 
natural state, and hath enlightened thee with the light 
of life. How marvellous, that it should ever shine upoa 
thee ! Marvellous indeed, that thou shouldst shine, as a 
light in the world ! Admire this grace. Let others ad- 
mire it with thee by seeing the reality, and by feeling 
the comfort of it. As the sun not only enlightens, but 
also enlivens with his fruitful rays the face of the earth, 
and cheers every creature upon it : so let thy light shine 
before men. Give them clear proof of thy love to God 
by thy love to them : let them feel the blessed fruits of 
it, that they may see thy good works, and glorify thy 
Father who is in heaven. Love in thy heart will shew 
itself: It will communicate its gracious rays, and the 
Father of lights will have the praise. This should be 
thine end, as it is his. He aims at his own glory in all 
his mercies : this aim should be thine also. Thy Father 
calls upon thee to do good to others, that he may be 
glorified thereby. O what an high calling is thine ! 
What an honour does God put upon thee. Thou art to 
bring him fflory from men — ^from his own children : fof 
their bowels are to be refreshed by thee-— and from 
others, that whereas they would speak against thee as an 
evil doer,, they may, by thy good works which they shall 
behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. Aim at 
this. Look at no motive to do good to men below the 
glory of God. And remember, thy doing k may be 
the means of his visiting them,, as he visited thee, with 
his great salvation. O blessed fruit of brotherly love : 
may it be the happy effect of thy light shining before 
men. May God be daily honoured by it, and me com<- 
fort, and, if it please him, the salvation, of his people be 
thereby promoted Yea^ Lord, this is my pray en My 
heart says. Amen, 

If thou findest it very difficult to live in the constant 
practice of brotherly love^ meditate, O my soul, uppa 
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the Gospel motives for an increase of faith, and seek for 
the promised assistance to enable thee to love others as 
God hath loved thee. Above all expect the effectual 
teaching of the Holy Ghost. He only can write this 
delightful law upon the heart — the fair impression of it 
is kept by his power — ^and the exercise of it in thy tem- 
pers and walk, is the work of his grace. O pray then 
lor a constant supply of the Spirit, that in all thy deal- 
ings with mankind it may appear thou hast been with 
Jesus. Set his most amiable life before their eyes. Give 
them reason to honour his beneficence, from thy copying 
it legibly after him. Let his love to thee be glorified 
from thy labour of love to them. Study to shew forth 
bis praises, and go about doing good, as he did. And 
hereby convince the world, that Jesus Christ was the 
greatest moralist, and that his disciples come the nearest 
to the perfect pattern of their master ; as a poet of our 
own observes— 

Talk they of morals ? O thou bleeding love ! 
Thou maker of new morals to mankind ! 
The grand morality is love of tliee. 

The love of Jesus teaches and enforces the love of the 
brethren. The spirit of Jesus writes it upon the heart, 
and makes it practical in the life. And thus the two 
tables are joined together : and love to him that begat, 
produces love to them that are begotten of him. When 
the happy believer is walking in this love to his Father 
and to his family, then he will live in the observance of 
the duties, which relate to himself: for he was taught 
them when he returned in his heart to God. And every 
step he walks with God is in the practice of them. 

The first temptation was an offer of independence — 
*' Ye shall be as Gods'' — man was drawn away by it, 
and fell from his high estate. Still this mother sin i^ 
fruitful in fallen man. In great mercy there is a pardon 
provided, and in the way of receiving the pardon, there 
IS a remedy for it. The infinite wisdom of God so con- 
trived the way of our recovery, that without Christ we 
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can do nothing. His salvation undertaken and finished 
for us, his salvation applied to us, the blessings of his saU 
vation enjoyed by us in time and in eternity, are the free 
gifts of his free grace. He is the author. He is the 
finisher. He carries it mi from first to last. All our 
sufficiency is of him. We cannot without him so much 
as think a good thought. Therefore his redeemed peo^ 
pie are brought off from all trust in any other object, 
and are taught to place their whole dependence for sal- 
vation, and for every thing that accompanies it, upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

To this end the Holy Spirit, the great oonvincer of 
sin, had made them acquainted with themselves. He 
had awakened them to a right knowledge of their state, 
of which they had not been sensible before ; and they 
found that they were fallen and apostate creatures. He 
shewed them sin in its exceeding sinfulness, and they 
tasted some of the bitter fruits of it : they felt in what a 
dreadful condition their departure from God had left 
them— *so ignorant, that they could not by any human 
means attain to the least saving knowledge of God — sa 
guilty, that let them do all they could, still the condemn- 
ing sentence of the law stood out against them — ^so un- 
holy, that soul and body were sold under sin, and ready 
to every unholy word and work— so utterly helpless, 
that it was impossible they should of themselves attain 
true happiness, or escape deserved misery. The Holy 
Spirit taught them these lessons practically. His convic- 
tion carried demonstration with it. He not only made 
them feel their guilt and their danger, but he also opened 
^ way for pardon and safety. He led them to Jesuis,, 
and in him they found every thing needful for their sal* 
vation— treasured up for them by the free covenant love 
of the Father— secured to them by the fulfilling of all 
covenant conditions in the life and death of the God-man 
—and received by the faith of the operation of the Holy 
Ghost: by whom they were made new creatures in 
Christ Jesus — members under him their head— united 
83 intimately as the branches are to the vine — ^and living 
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by, and in, and on him^ every moment, and for erery 
thing. Thus the glorifier ef Jesus teaches all his mem* 
bers to depend upon the fulness of their head, and he 
abides with them in order to keep them in this depend- 
ence. He testifies to them of Jesus—" He is your 
" whole salvation, your all in all ; you have not, you 
never will have, any thing to glory in, but in the Lord 
—whatever good you receive comes from his grace- 
whatever evil you escape, is from his blessing — and if 
" ever you have eternal life, it will be the free gift of 
*' God m Christ Jesus. Your bodies also are dependent 
'^ on him, as well as your souls : personal, family, na- 
tional mercies are bis royal favours, and bestowed out 
of his sovereign bounty. Thus he teaches believers^ 
He humbles them, that they may exalt the Saviour; 
He makes them poor in spirit that they may live upon 
his riches. He Keeps them seninble of their own empti- 
ness, that they mav be making constant use of the Savi-. 
our^s fulness, and living in an absolute dependence upon 
him for every thing. While they live thus by the .faith 
of the Son of God, every high thought is brought into 
subjection to him. Pride is daily mortified. Self-com- 
placency is abhorred. Self-admiration is abominable; 
Humility is become their clothing, and' tliey cannot put 
it off: because every moment tjiey are making use of it. 
Sins, wants, miseries, temptations, &c. are' continually 
reminding them of their vileness, and of God's good- 
ness. And this truth enforced by the Holy Spirit, 
makes them willing to learn of Jesus to be meek and 
Ibwly. They become teachable scholars, and sit very 
low at his feet, where they attain to true humility of 
heart. And this influences their whole behaviour. In 
a deep and abiding sense of their entire sinfulness and 
helplessness they loath themselves before God, and* walk 
humbly before men. They feel they are of themselves 
nothing but sin, and, if left to themselves, can be 
nothing. but misery; therefore they put their whole 
trust and confidence in a covenant God, and his free 
grace has from them, all its glory. 
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What is thy knowledge, O my soul, and what is thine 
experience of this christian poverty of spirit ? Art thou 
acquainted with it in the ground of thine heart, and Is 
it in thy daily practice ? Examine thyself, and with dih- 
gence : for it is a most blessed grace, advanced to high 
honour in the court of Jesus. To it he has made many 
exceeding great and precious promises. O pray to him 
for this royal gift. Wait on thy divine prophet, and 
hear his lessons. He teaches as man cannot. He re- 
commends; he gives, the grace of humility. He makes 
his scholars truly humble in heart Observe hi» abas- 
ing doctrine ; and may all within thee bow to the power 
of it. 

Observe, how he humbles the sinner. He convinces 
him of his sinful state, of the corruption of his whole 
nature, and of the depravity of every faculty of soul 
and body. The sinner is made to feel it and to live 
under the sense of it. And, in order to fasten the con- 
viction, clearer discoveries are daily made of this corrup- 
tion; for it is a mystery of iniquity. There is no 
tracing to the bottom , its deep laid devices, and never 
ceasing workings. The heart is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked: who can know it .^ There 
is not a man upon earth, who knows all that may be 
known of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and of his own 
sinfulness. When the Lord who searcheth the heart, 
has laid open some of its infinite evil, he continues to 
discover more. Every day brings to light strange work- 
ings of corruption. The convinced sinner has deeper 
views of his helplessness, and of his un worthiness. And 
after many vain legal trials he at last finds it impossible 
for him to do any thing, for which God should pardon 
him and save him. Thus he is laid low with his mouth 
in the dust— -Behold, I am vile, filthy and abominable 
altogether, I abhor myself, and repent in du«t and 
ashes. 

These are the humbling lessons, which the holy 
Spirit teaches. He convinces the sinner, that there is 
neither help nor hope in himself, and so leaves him 
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nothing to trust in, but the salvation provided in Jesus 
by covenant love, and given freely by grace. And the 
manner of receiving this salvation is such as cuts off all 
occasion of boasting : For faith is the only means ap- 
pointed of God, — ^and faith is his gift — not bestowed 
upon the worthy but upon the ungodly — not for any 
merit in them, or for any terms or conditions, which 
they have performed or ever will perform, but by an act 
of absolute sovereignty to the praise of the glory of his 
own grace. He will have mercy, because he will have 
mercy. O humbling consideration ! How low does it 
bring the sinner ? How must his proud heart be abased^ 
while he feels himself a debtor for every thing good to 
the mere will and pleasure of God. And so long as he 
enjoys those good things, he is kept poor in spirit : Be« 
cause he has none of them in himself. They are laid 
up in the fulness of Jesus, are to be had from thence 
only by faith, and are received as the sense of his wants 
leads the believer to make use of them. Living by faith 
is the death of self-importance. Then the loftiness of 
man is bowed down, the haughtiness of man is made low, 
and the Lord alone is. exalted. 

Observe, O my soul, what an honour God has put 
upon this grace, " Before honour is humility.'' Whom 
God honours he humbles first. He giveth grace to the 
humble : Because the humble give him all his glory. 
The highest throne which he has upon earth is in the 
humblest heart. To it he vouchsafes his constant pre* 
sence, and makes the greatest communications of his 
love : " For thus saith the high and lofty One that in- 
" habiteth eternity, whose name is holy, I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him also that is of a con- 
trite and humble spirit to revive the spirit of the hum> 
" ble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.*" O 
what »n honour is here promised to the humble ! The 
greatest they can have on this side of heaven. God will 
dwell with them ; and what a blessing ! and his temple 
shall be in the humble heart. The high and holy One 
passes by what is in highest esteem among men« He 
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stains the pride of human greatness and goodness. He 
does not vouchsafe to set up his throne with the princes, 
nor to give his honour to the learned, of the world. 
But he puts honour upon the contrite and humble. He 
condescends to visit them, yea he deHghts to dwell with 
them, and in them — the highest above all heavens in 
the lowest hearts. There he communicates his choicest 
love and richest favours. O my God, bestow upon me 
this grace, which in thy sight is so precious. Humble 
me that I may be revived with thy presence, and re- 
freshed daily with thy love. Give me more humility, 
and fit me for nearer fellowship with thee. Bring down 
every high thought, and let me find it true, that God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth more grace unto the 
humble. 

Thus the true poverty of spirit is needful, not only 
to bring the sinner to Christ, but also to preserve the 
believer in communion with him : For so long as he 
walks by faith, every thing will tend to promote 
this communion. In the daily sense of his wants, he 
will go to his bountiful Saviour for a supply. In the 
feeling of his misery^ he will depend on his loving Sa- 
viour for relief; wnereby he wul be led to more inter- 
course with him. What he -finds wrong in himself will 
bring him to live more by £iitfa, and as faith increases, 
so wdl his delight in God. He will grow more sensible 
of his weakness, and that will make him stronger in the 
Lord. He will know mare df his own heart which will 
humble him and Iceep him dependent on the grace of Je- 
sus. He will see reason not to lean to his own under- 
standing, but ever te pray^ Lord, guide me by thy good 
Spirit Viewing spots and blemishes in his best doings, 
his triumph will be, " I will make mention of thjr righ- 
** teousness, Lord Jesus, even of thine ONLY." Thus every 
thing will humble him, and lead him to live more by 
faith ; by which means he will get faster hold of Jesus, 
live in nearer fellowship, and be receiving out of his ful- 
ness grace for grace — ^two graces at once— the blessing 
needed — ^and thankfulness for it. Hereby a sweet inters 
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course will be kept open. To the humble God delights 
to give grace, and they delight to return him his glory. 
The more he gives, tne more glory would they gladly 
return. And he does give more, and he receives it back 
«gain in thanks and praise. Blessed grace ! by which 
this hoi V fellowship is maintained. Happy humility I by 
which tiie heart being emptied of self is made capable of 
receiving the fulness which is of Grod. Then is the pro* 
mise fulfilled — " Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs 
"is the kingdom of heaven^ — it is theirs now — ^not 
only in title, but also in possession : for the kingdom of 
God is within them. And they are partakers at present 
of its blessings and glories, as truly, though not so per* 
fectly, as they will be in heaven. Meditate, O my soul» 
upon this divine grace. Thou seest the necessity of it, 
O pray earnestly for it, and for more of it. The great 
idol SELF must be dethroned, where God reigns. Thou 
canst not walk with him, unless thou art humble in 
heart And if thou hast been walking with him, thou 
wilt be taught to stop, whenever thou beginnest to 
look at thyself with admiration. O beg of the Lord 
then to give thee the true gospel poverty of spirit. It is 
to be in constant practice and used for every thing : for 
thou seest how it keeps up fellowship with God, who 
makes the greatest communications of himself to the 
humblest And the reason is plain : because they re- 
turn him all his glory. If therefpre thou wouldst have 
much grace in exercise, pray for much humility. O my 
God, whatever thou givest, give humility with it, that 
I may not seek self in it, but thine honour, nor lay it out 
upon myself, but to thy glory. Meek and lowly Jesus, 
make me like thyself: keep me learning of thee, till I 
am perfectly like thee. I would come always poor to 
thee tD receive of thy riches, and to receive with them an 
humble heart to praise thee for them. O let thy glory 
be mine end and aim. Let me and mine be thine — I 
humbled — ^thou exalted. Let thy graces and gifts 
bring thee in a constant revenue of pruse. And may 
fhine increasing goodness be joined with a constant iiK 
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crease of humility, that my heart and all within me may 
bless and praise thy holy name to-day, and for ever. 
Amen, And, 

Let this appear in ray whole behaviour to others. 
This is another blessed fruit of humility. It has an in- 
fluence over the believer^s intercourse with mankind, and 
renders hi& tempers and manners loving and amiable. 
Pride was not made for man, and yet it is in all men, and 
is the chief parent of human woe. It sets people above 
their place, and makes them think, that they could sup- 
port the greatest fortunes, and are able to manage tne 
most difficult affairs. Others, as proud as they, deny 
them their fancied superiority. Hence come wars and 
fightings, public and private. The sweet grace of hu- 
mility sent from heaven to relieve those distresses : for 
into whatever bosom it enters, it renders men kind to 
one another, tender hearted, ready to everv good word 
and work. Thus runs the divine exhortation : ^^ Be ye 
kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love, 
in honour preferring one another.*" This is heart-hu- 
mility, which the holy Spirit requires, and which he be- 
stows. He brings his disciples into humble subjection to 
God, and then to one another : which has the most hap- 
py effects upon public, social, and private happiness. 
How would these flourish, if all men were of a meek and 
quiet spirit ? fiut there is none of this amoi\g the uncon- 
verted, and alas ? how little is there among believers ? 
How often are they found in the proud spirit of the 
world? acting contrary to the lowly spirit of Jesus. And 
yet it is not for want of precept, nor for want of pro- 
mished help : but it is because they are not walking by 
faith, as becometh the gospel, nor out of love to God^a 
glory studying to recommend humility by their practice. 
Observe, O my soul, the remedy proviaed of God for 
the subduingof all selfish tempers, and pray that it may 
be effectual in thy life and conversation. " Do ye 
^^ think that the scripture saith in vain. The spirit that 
'* dwdleth in us lusteth to envy : But God giveth more 
y grace^ wherefore he saith^ God resisteth the proud, but 
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^< givetb ^^tabe unto the humble.^ This scripture can*. 
«ot speak in vain ; for fallen man is certainly such as he 
is he^e described. The spirit that dwelleth in him, in 
his own nature, lusted to envy — ^a passion made up of 
pride and discontent — offended with God-— and dis- 
pleased with the blessings, which he bestows upon men. 
it is an enemy to the love both of God and man, and 
transgresses the law of both tables. Pride brought it into 
heaven, and the fallen angels brought it into this world. 
Ever since it entered by sin, natural corruption breaks 
out very much in envy. But God giveth more grace, to 
conquer this passion, than sinful nature has to put it 
forth. He not only gives grace to pardon it, but also 
more grace to subdue it ; so that envy loses its dominion 
in the reign of grace. We cannot subdue, any more 
than we can pardon, envy, pride, and such passions, but 
grace is almighty. Want ever so much, use ever so 
much, God has still more for you. And he gives more, 
when the creature is humbled enough to take it out of 
the hands of his mercy. Thus he overcomes envy : 
** For he resisteth the proud," he is at open war with 
them, and they with him. Pride lifts up the creature 
against the Creator; and puts it u{)on seeking happi^ 
ness out of God : this is resisting his sovereignty, at- 
tacking his providence, and opposing his law. He is 
concerned to pull such rebels down, and he says their 
pride goeth before destruction : " But he giveth grace 
** unto the humble" — ^he gives them grace to humble 
them, and being emptied, he delights to fill them : for 
then they are disposed to receive his grace, and to value 
it. Whatever God gives, the humble give it back a^n 
to him. They have the blessing, he has the praise : 
which is the just tribute due to him for his gifts. And 
he gives more grace, where he can get more glory. 
Thus he subdues self conceit with its various proud 
workings. And as grace reigns over them, humility 
prevails ; which has a friendly aspect towards mankind. 
It keeps brotherly love in the heart, and tends mightily 
to the practice of every social virtue. Humility suffer- 
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t^tli leDg and is kind, humility envieth not ; humility 
Vaunteth n6it itself; is not pgffed up ; doth not behave 
itself unseemly; sceketh not her own; is not easily 
provoked ; thmketh no evil. 

Consider, O my soul, those motives to an holy walk. 
Put them altogether. Weigh them carefully, again and 
again. Do it faithfully as in the presence of God. And 
then try, whether thou art walking in th6 way of duty 
with a free spirit* Dost thou proceed upon evangelical 
tnr upon le^ principles? Dost thou setve God for 
wages, or for love ? Examine thy heart. God looks 
chiefly at it How is it in duty? Is thine obedience to 
justify tliee in the least, or does it spring from a sense 
of thy being justified freely and fiilly ? Art thou going 
about to establish thine own righteousness, or dost thou 
submit to the righteousness of God ? Art thou working 
From life, or for life ? I require thee to examine dili- 
gently by the light of the word, and by the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit, what thy motives axez For there is 
no acceptable obedience, but what ts done in faith: 
Whatsoever is not of faith, is sin. If thou art acting 
aright the love of Christ is constnutiing thee to obedi-* 
ence. Thou art living under the influence of free-grace. 
Thy conscience is at peace with God. Thou hast sweet 
liberty to serve him without fear. Thy heart delights 
in his service, and love makes his ways the joy of thy 
soul. Thou knowest what Jacob felt, when he served 
seven years for Rachel, and they seemed unto him but 
a few days for the bve he had to her. A Gospel-spirit 
does the same to God->— love makes long service short 
*— and hard service easy. Nothing is pain, which love 
does. And this is gospel obedience. It is faith work- 
ing by iove, which refines duty into a grace ; the OGftu- 
mandmeiKts are exalted into privileges ; the ordinances 
become happy means of fellowship with God. The 
believer meets God in them, and by free converse he 
exercises and improves his love. He draws near to 
God, and Gtxl draws near to him in prayer, in praise 
in hearing the word> at the Lord's supper, and in aU 
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fiabbath duties. In these ways God manifests his gra* 
cious presence, and the believer rejoices in it God 
communicates his grace, and the believer receives them 
with thankfulness. O my soul, pray before duty for 
much of this communion with God in it. Seek it as 
the {»ie OTeat end of all duty. And if thou findest it, 
bless and praise the goodness of thy God. But still 
seek to be more spiritual and evangelical, that the fruits 
of thy fellowship with God may appear in thy practice 
of the duties of the second table. Love to God will 
manifest itself by love to jpen : For the Holy Spirit 
teaches all his disciples to love one another, and he 
teaches effectually. He not only makes them under-, 
stand what brotherly love is, but he also gives it. They 
become partakers or the grace, and are enabled to prac- 
tise it. Thus he recommends and enforces his lessons. 
He renders his scholars kind to one another, and ten- 
der-hearted. He puts forth his mighty power, and 
fiubdues the vile selfish tempers of the old man, and 
brin^ into use the benevolent tempers of the new man. 
While he carries on the gracious work his disciples grow 
more acquainted with themselves, and learn heart humi- 
lity. He makes them feel their fallen state, their sin- 
fulness and their danger ; in the sense of their guilt 
and of their distance from God they are willing to re- 
ceive Christ for their whole salvation, and then to enjoy 
in him, all the blessings of the Father's love in eartn 
and heaven. 

If thou findest it difficult, O my soul, to walk ac- 
cording to this rule : If to obey from love to God — to 
love men for God's sake — ^and m the sense of thine own 
vileness to be humbled to the dust — If these be hard 
lessons^ consider what makes them so. Where is the 
difficulty ? Is it not in thyself? And is it not chiefly in 
thy not using and not bringing into practice the prin- 
ciples advanced in the former chapters. Duty must be 
hard, if the spring of obedience be not in motion ; but 
if this act freely, ^hen all will go on well. 

Thy whole ponduct dirough life depends upon the 
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T^atuire of the salvation, of which thou art a partaker by 
grace. Consider it attentively. The growing know- 
ledge of it will engage thine affections to a willing obe- 
dience. Is it not a complete salvation — ^an absolutely 
perfect work — yea the greatest work of God ? Because 
all the rest come from it^ and lead to it. Is it not the 
infinitely wise contrivance of the eternal Three, for 
■which everlasting glory is to be given to every divine 
attribute ? When every other work of God shdl cease^ 
for this all heaven will to eternity be ascriUng honour 
and blessing and praise to Fatner, Son, and Spirit. 
Attend, O my soul, to the scripture account or this 
salvation. Review the glory of it. Read again and 
again the revealed descriptions of it, till thy heart be 
satisfied, that this salvation is as p^eCt and complete^ 
as the LtH'd God Almighty could make it. This is its 
character. Hast thou studied it well, and art thou well 
grounded and established in the beKef of it? Mind: 
this is the foundation. If this totter, so will all the 
super-structure. O pray then, and be earnest in prayer 
that God would enlarge thy views of the infinitely glo- 
rious and everlastingly perfect salvation, which is in 
Christ Jesus. 

As thou growest more acquainted with it, thou wilt 
see less reason to be discouraged at the experience of 
what thou art in thyself. It is a salvation for sinners-^ 
such as thou art — ^and no way differing from thee. 
Only when they are called to the knowledge of the 
truth, they are acquainted with their fallen state, are 
made sensible of their helplessness and of their misery^ 
but are made willing to cast their souls at God^s com- 
mand upon the Lord Jesus, trusting to the peace which 
he made by the blood of the cross. And art not thou 
in the happy number of these redeemed sinners ? Dost 
not thou believe the record, which God hath given of 
his Son, and look upcm it as thy lawful warrant — to 
make use of what is laid up in the fulness of Jesus — 
thine to take freely — thine to use fully— the more the 
better — ^thine for receiving, without any condition or 
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any qualification ? He loves to give, and without money 
or money^s worth.- He thinks himself honoured by the 
pensioners of his grace, who bring nothing to recom- 
mend themselves, but their sins and misenes, and yet 
trust in his promised relief. Herein he glories. When 
ihey come to him believing, he bestows his royal ^fts 
upon every one of them : and so far as they brieve, he 
withholds nothing that is needful for their holy walk in 
the way of duty. 

These are the principles, which thou art to bring 
into pnictice. Carry them, O my sou], into every act 
of obedience. 60 to prayer and every duty with this 
futh, that thou art in Christ, and in him a partaker of 
his finished salvation. Then the Father^s love to thee 
will be manifest, and thou wilt have sweet fellowship * 
with him in all thine approaches to the throne — What- 
ever thou undertakest, forget not this leading truth. If 
thou lose sight of it, thou wilt get into darkness : If 
thou art not influenced by it, thou wilt be brought into 
bondage. Upon this absolutely perfect salvation thou 
art to live by faith upon earth, and thou wilt have no- 
thing else to live upon by sense in heaven. Trusting 
to the complete work of Jesus thou art to walk with 
thy Grod in time, as thou wilt follow the Lamb in eter- 
nity, receiving all out of his fulness. O view him in 
this light, and it will have the happiest eifects upon thy 
daily walk. While thou art receiving from him grace 
for grace, thou wilt Uve with him in sweet friendship, 
duty will be the way and means of enjoying the love of 
thy divine fnend, and the more thou art in nis company 
the more delightful will be the way of his commatid- 
ments. These are the privile^s. Read the promises 
concerning them. Call to mmd what thy Father in 
Jesus has engaged to ^ve his children. Has he not 
provided grace sufficient fen: them ? And is it not for 
his honour, as well as thy profit, that he should give 
both the will and the power to walk humbly with him ? 
O plead lib promises. Bind him with his fiuthfulness. 
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Be importunate with him, and pray without ceasing. 
Let this be thy daily plea. 

O my God, order niy walk according to thy holy 

word. It is thy mind uid will, that I should love thee 

with all my heart, and soul^ and mind, and stren^, 

and my neighbour as myself: but I am not sufficient 

for these things. There is no pure love in my soul by 

Bature. Every affection in me is turned from the 

Creator to the creature. I am in bondage, a slave to 

lust, sold under sin. I cannot love thee, infinitely lovely 

as thou art, until thou break my bonds asunder, and 

set my soul at liberty. But being now redeemed from 

guilt and fear, I am become thy freeman ; and for the 

unspeakable redemption that is. in Jesus, thou wouldst 

have me to serve thee. Blessed be thy holy name for 

requiring mine obedience upon this sweet motive, — ** I 

** am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 

*^ land of Egypt and out of the house of bondage.^ 

On this account obey me : because I am the Lord your 

God, and I stand related to you, as your Redeemer 

from slavery. O my gracious God and Father, I de^ 

sire upon tnis motive to keep thy commandments. I 

beUeve thou art my God in Jesus, and through him I 

have redemption from bondage to my sins and enemies* 

With this free spirit would I always go to duty : but 

I cannot walk in this liberty, any more than I could at 

first attain it, without thy grace. O my God, let the 

spirit of adoption abide with me, that he may draw me 

nearer to thee in thy ways and ordinances, and I may 

in them enjoy more of thy presence, and of the light of 

thy countenance. Thee I seek in them. Thou art 

the end of all ways and means : and if they lead me not 

to thee, I go empty away. Gracious God, make thy 

commandments the joy of my heart, and let them lie 

the means of keeping up holy intercourse and happy 

fellowship with thee. This my heart pants after. Duty 

without this is nothing worth. I wait m thine appointed 

ways for the visits of thy grace, hoping to grow in 

knowledge and faith, in hope and love. The commu* 
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nioD, which r have enjoyed, has increased my longing;: 
My soul is athirst for God, praying to be more witli 
thee, and more like thee. And is not this what thou 
requirest, and what thou hast promised to do for me?; 
Grant me then, my j^racious God, the prayer of my* 
heart. In all my duties let me enjoy thy presence, and 
communications of thy love. Let me do them in faith^ 
and with a single eye to thy glory. Let me be thus 
spiritual and heavenly minded in them, that I may grow 
up into Christ Jesus in all things. 

And I desire. Holy Father, to grow in love to thee^ 
that I may manifest tne fruits of it by my love to man- 
kind. Pardon every selfish temper^ which is opposite 
to the love of the brethren : and teach me to love them, 
as thou hast loved me. Whatever thou hast promised^ 
fulfil in me. Make me, O thou spirit of love, like the 
loving Jesus, Give me his benevolent tempers, and 
help me to imitate his beneficent actions. Let his love 
to me be the pattern of my love to them. Since thou 
hast in mueh mercy made me a child of light, O let me 
shine before men, that they ^ may see and feel my good 
works, and may glorify thee for them. And the more 
thou doest in me, and by me, humble me still more,: O 
my God. Keep me meek and lowly, always ready ta 
give the glory of all my mercies to the Three in Jeho- 
vah, Father, Son, and Spirit, to whom be equal honouir 
ftnd praise for evei; and ever. Jjnen, 
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The believer goes on his way rejoicing to Godi 

Happy is the man,, to whom it is given on the behalf 
of Christ to believe. He has the blessing of peace. He 
is reconciled to God through faith in the blood of Jesus? 
And he i^i freely justified through faith, ia the righte^ 
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ousitiess of Jesus. The Father has accepted him in hi? 
beloved Son, and it is the joy of his soul to know it ; 
therefore he loves God, because God first loved him. 
In the enjoyment of this love he finds his heaven begun. 
By the same Spirit, who manifested it and shed it abroad 
in his heart, he is kept seeking for more discoveries of 
it. In every appointed means he waits. As the hart 
panted after the water^brooks, so panteth his soul after 
more of the presence of God, and of the light of his 
loving countenance. Having a command— 7-Seek je 
nay fac e ' h e obeys it from his heart : but his chief 
view in obedience is to behold the face of the Lord 
turned to him in love. He wants fellowship with God 
in duty, which highly ennobles and also endears it to 
him. He performs it in faith, and in a free spirit. He 
goes to it, as a beloved child to a most loving parent : 
and his heavenly Father meets him in it, receives him 
graciously, speaks to his heart, and makes him sensible 
that he can deny him no manner of thing, which is good. 
Hence the ways of duty become ways of pleasantness. 
The farther he advances in them, and the more spiri- 
tual he grows in the performance of them, he finds clear 
communications of his Father'^s grace and love, which 
still increase his joy, and afibrd him surer earnests, and 
happer foretastes o(\oy unspeakable and full of glory. 
As for the ungodly it is not so with them. They 
are always seeking after joy. They are busy, and weary 
themselves in the pursuit of it, but they cannot find it. 
While they are turned in heart from the Lord, they 
look downwards for it ; where it is not. They expect 
it will spring out of the ground : and if they cannot 
discover it upon the surface, they will dig into the bowels 
of the earth for treasures of hidden joy. But they dis* 
quiet themselves in vain. It is the sovereign decree of 
the almighty, that nothing can make a sinner truly happy 
but God in Christ: this they will not believe; and 
therefore they go from creature to creature, from object 
to object, enquiring, Where is the best joy to be found ? 
Each promises them — ^it is in me. But each disappdnts 
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ihenK And jet they go on, seeking it to-day in that 
Tery thing which deluded them yesterday. Yea, their 
foolish hearts are willingly deluded. T&ey loye to be 
pursuing what it is^ impossible they should attain. If 
after many trials they £nd the emptiness of one creature 
tomfort, then they turn to another. And they will try 
the whole compass of b^ngs and things^ and will-at last 
die in the trial, rather than seek for joy, where it ia 
holy, perfect, and everlasting.. 

The belierer is saved from this^ vain pursuit. He 
has been convinced of the insufficiency of the creature 
to make bkn haj^y. He has seen an end of all perfect 
tion in it. He caa say with the royal preacher, ^^ Vanitjjr 
<( of vanities, all is vanity^ — all is changeable and im- 
perfect under the sun ;; for the whole world lieth in 
wickedness and under the curse. Deeply sensible of 
his error in having sought for joy in the way of de^ 
struction, he now seeks it m the living God. Here he 
comes to the supreme good, the spring head of true joy : 
and the streams which he receives from thence are aU 
x^ays in proportion to his faith. If this be strong^, there 
is great joy in thie soul. If this be weak, joy is at a 
low ebb. The effect is according to the cause which 
produces it. Joy in God is the effect of faith : accords 
ing to the apostle^s prayer, " Now the God of hope Sll 
*' you with all joy m believing.'' There » a present 
fulness of joy which we have by believisig,^ as there is a 
future fulness of joy, which we shall have by sense. Sa 
that joy rises as believing does-^-^fulness of believing^ 
brings in all joy~present enjoyment increasing as the 
title to future is clear. The present is the divine pledge 
of the future, and is therefore given us, that by believ^ 
ing we may now rejoice in the Lord, and be glad in. 
the God of our salvation. 

From hence it appears, how necessary it is to the be« 
liever's walking in joy, tbat his understanding should 
be clearly enlightened with the knowledge of the doc- 
trines of grace, and that his heart should be established 
in the beEef of them.. Thou canst not, O my soul, re- 
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view them k)o much, nor meditate upon them too long; 
for they enter into the very essence of all true joy. 
Study the Gospel method o( making reconciliation for 
iniquity, which was the work of Immanuel, and of re- 
conciling man to God, which is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. Has he done this in thee, and art thou recon- 
ciled to God ? Is thy conscience at peace, is thine heart 
happy through faith in the atonement and righteous- 
ness of thy Saviour ? Art thou satisfied of thy perfect 
acceptance in the beloved ? Dost thou therefore obey 
thy Father out of gratitude, and go to duty to meet 
him, and to have fellowship with him in his love, and 
to glorify him for it. Dost thou find his presence ? Is 
he with thee in all means, and art thou seeking in them 
for nearer and more intimate communion with him ? 
Since this is thy case, what return wilt thou make for 
such inestimable favours ? Surely thou wilt be glad in 
the Lord, and wilt rejoice in the Grod of thy salvation. 
Being at peace with him, and a partaker oi his love- 
waiting for the establishing of this peace and love in 
the way of obedience, and expecting more communion 
with thy God in the way of duty, who can have greater 
reason to rejoice ? A saved sinner, delivered by mere 
grace from wrath and hell, entitled to all spiritual bless- 
ings from Christ Jesus, and already admitted to par- 
take of them, may sing and make melody in his heart 
all the way to heaven. And yet alas ! now often art 
thou, O my soul, in heaviness, walking in distress and 
cast down, as if thy hope of rejoicing was in vain. And 
this is not thy case alone. It is too -common. How 
many of God^s children spend their days in a mournful 
frame, and seem to forget their high calling and un- 
doubted title to the fulness of joy. Meditate a little 
upon the ingratitude of this behaviour, and may the 
Gospel motives to rejoice in the Lord always be the 
means of saving thee from an unthankful and mournful 
temper. 

First observe, he requires it of thee. The Scripture 
speaks much of the holy joy of believers, and calls for 
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it. They arc in duty bound to be glad in their Gotf^ 
as much as to pray to him : For he m always bestowing^ 
mercies upon them, which demand tlieir everlasting^ 
tribute of thanks: and they cannot hS thankful with- 
out being joyful. How closely were these two united 
in the holy Psalmist P None ever more famous for 
prfu«ng God, or for rejoicing in God. What he felt 
himself he often exhorts the redeemed to experience : 
" ReJMce in the Lord, ye righteous : for praise is- 
" comely for the upright: Light is sown for the righ- 
** teous, and gladness for the upright in heart : Hejoice- 
" in the Lord ye righteous, and give thanks at the re- 
*' membrance of his holiness i" Remember b\s righte- 
ousness and holiness, hew great they are, and how great 
the grace is, which has found out a way to make you 
righteous and holy: Hetnember those blessings with 
faith, and your hearts will be glad, and your mouths 
will praise God with joyful lips. What a. sense had 
the prophet of those bleseings, when, he broke forth into 
this acknowledgment F " I will greatly rejoice in the 
" Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God : for he- 
" hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he- 
" hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as tu 
" bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and a» 
" a briae adorneth herself with her jewels." These are 
the wedding garments, with which the hea<renly brid^ 
groom adorns hie church, and in which be introduces, 
ner to the eternal banquet of love. Blessed lu^e they 
who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.. 
Blessed are they indeed : for they are arrayed in royal 
robes;^ their souls are all glorious with the beauties of 
Immanuel, with his divine righteousness and matchless 
graces. They have reason now to rejoice greatly : For 
they shall soon come to Sion with, songs,, and everiast- 
ingjoy upon their heads: they diall: obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighmg shall flee away for 
ever. These Scriptures prove evidently, that believers 
are called upon to rejoice i It is their bounden duty ta 
be glad io tjieir God, for they ere not living like bis 
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^children, and making up their happiness in their Fa- 
therV love, unless they are rejoicing in his rich and 
everlasting blessings : For 

'Secondly, Joy arises from the ^nse of some good. 
Joy in God arises from the sense of his being our chief 
goody and of .our interest ih him. And this is the joy 
of faith : Which is not in the least like the light frothy 
joy of the sensualist, nor the wanton mirth of the un« 
thinking multitude. It is not drawn, as worldly joy 
is, from vain perishing things, but from the word of 
God, which standetb fast for evei¥ It springs from the 
revelation of grace and mercy in Jesus ; and from giv- 
ng credit to it. Whoever honours its testimony, as 
the truth of God, will be convinced, that he trusting to 
the atonement of Jesus shall never perish, and trusting 
to the righteousness of Jesus shall have everlasting life. 
Hence come joy and peace in believing. The conscience 
is reconciled to God, and is at peace. The heart is 
made sensible of the love of God, and rejoices in him. 
This was the experience of the sweet singer of Israel in 
the 33d Psalm : " Our heart shall rejoice in the Lord, 
" B£CAUSE we have trusted in his holy name." This 
is a good reason. Whoever trusts in God will certainly 
rejoice iti God : for by trusting in his word, and by de- 
pending upon his faithfulness, he cannot be disappoint- 
ed of the good things, which God has promised. We , 
liave an. instance of this in a trembling despairing sin- 
ner, who had drawn* his da^^*, and was plungmg it 
into his heart. In that moment he heard of Jesus. It 
was given him to feel his want of a Saviour — Sirs, says 
he to Paul and Silas, what must I do to be saved? 
And they said. Believe m the- name qfxhe Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be- saved and thy bouse. And 
they preached unto him the word of the Lord, and to 
all that were in his house. And he took them the same 
hour of the night and washed their stripes, and was 
baptized, he and all his straightway. And when he 
bad brought them into his house, he set meat before 
them, and kejoiced relieving. O ivhat a happv 
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change was here^ and made by believing? The selfl 
murderer forgets his bloody design, and drops his 
dagger. IJears of a pardon and believes. His black 
despair gives way to sweet peace in God. His misery 
ends in the knowledge of a joyful salvation. How 
blessed are they that believe ! God has pronounced 
them, and God will make them blessed. There is no 
misery deserved, but by faith they are saved from it ; 
and no good promised^ but by fidtn they may now en* 
joy it : They have therefore all the reason to rejoice,, 
that any person caahave on this side of heaven. For,. 

Thirdly, This joy is distinguished from the vain joy 
of the world, by its author. It is the ^ft of God. It 
is one of the graces of the Spirit of God. St. Paul 
says, " The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy," &c.f— love 
to God, and then rejoicing in God. When the Spirit 
€^ adoption enters, into any heart, he manifests by be* 
lieving the love of the Father,, and thereby excites it 
into holy joy. He comes to make the soul happy in. 
its return to G^. It is the very end for which be is 
sent from the Father and the Son, and therePore.it i» 
called the joy of the Holy Ghost. It is his fruit,, pro- 
duced by his influence, and kept by his power. It is 
like himself; of a spiritual and heavenly nature-— a pure 
afiection — ^in alt goodness, and righteousness, and truth* 
He refines it from creature-delight, and* exalts it above 
sensual' pleasure; For it is the result of nearness to 
God^ and the effect of fellowship with him :. Which is : 

Fourthly, another blessed ingredient in the joy of 
believers. It has God for its object. It is joy in God 
as their God^ their supreme good, known, believed in^ 
and enj(^ed. The Holy Spirit has consecrated their 
hearts for fellowship with him. He has brought a free 
pardon for past apostasy, and full power to dethrone 
creature-love. And he abides in their hearts to subdue- 
it. He enlightens their understandings to see the vanity 
of the creature,, and the fulness of God, and he enables. 
ihem to rej^t every things that promises them happi. 
Hess if tbey caimctt enjay God in it» Thus he ke^Ss 
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their hearts chaste and fixed upon God. Their joy 
becomes simple, as their faith is : For this looks at the 
finished salvation, and resting entirely upon it, sees 
God perfectly reconciled ; thereby it lays a sure foun- 
dation for their joy in God ; because ttiey now know 
him by faith to be their God, and can see their interest 
in all the blessings of his love in Jesus. This is the 
fountain head of joy, from whence flow rivers of plea* 
sure for evennore. The nearer they live to the foun. 
tain head, the more communion they have with God : 
Their hearts become purer and hoher, and their joys 
are more spiritual and heavenly. 

This is the only remedy for the miseries, with which 
the world abounds; Men are uneasy, seek for joy, and 
cannot £nd it ; because they seek where it is not. They 

So to broken cisterns which cannot hold it. They are 
isappointed, and wonder. But still so on, spending 
their days ki this vain pursuit. They do not attain any 
true joy» It flies- from them, and at last they lie down 
in sorrow. What thanks then art thou bound, O my 
soul, to return unto thy G6d who has saved thee from 
this delusion ! What a mercy it is, that thou hast beea 
led to the fountain of joy ! O live near it, and from it 
derive all thy streams. Seek them all in Grod, and seek 
them in faith upon the warrant of the divine promise- 
He has said, ^^ The meek shall increase their joy in the 
" Lord, they shall have it and increase it." The more 
meek and lowly thou art, the more wilt thou be joyful 
in God. Pray then for growing humility, that thou 
mayest experience the sweetness of this Scripture^— 
** Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice^ 
—there is always a matter of joy in the Lord. What a 
fulness did he find, who testifies of it thus — ^< My joy 
^^ shall be in the Lord-— God is the gladness of my joy 
" —all my springs are in thee— for thou art my exceecU 
^^ ing jrOy." Happy prince ( All his springs came from 
God and led him to Gtxl. He did not draw his hap- 
piness from the brooks, but from the fountain. The 
brooks dry up^ but the fountaia cannot. He did not 
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rejoice in his crown and dignity, in his victories and 
treasures, or in any worldly good. He enjoyed God in 
them, who was the joy of his heart. He only valued 
the gifts, for the sake of the giver : for he made use of 
them by faith ; and then they were the means of bring- 
ing him near to God, and of keeping up communion 
with God. Whatever does this is a great blessing: 
And every thing should do this to a believer. While 
he lives, like a child of God, he exercises his faith for 
spirituals and temporals; and his heavenly Father 
)i)lesses him according to his word, wherein he hath caus- 
ed him to put his trust, and gives him continual matter 
for joy ana thankfulness. 

This is the portion of the Lord's people. He has 
entailed it on them. It comes to them by inheritance; 
And thou art bound, O my soul, to make use of it. Thy 
duty and interest call upon thee to enjoy much of it. 
Thy gratitude for the exceeding great mercies of the 
Father^s love cannot be so properly shewn, as by rejoice 
ins in him ; for the thankful heart cq^inot but be joy- 
ful It feels happy in God. My meditation, of him, says 
a grateful soul, snail be sweet,, I will' be glad iii the 
Lord. This is a just tribute, which the Father expects,^ 
and which the holy Spirit enables his children to return 
him. " Blessed is people that know the joyful sound, 
" they shall walk, O Lordy in the light of thy counte- ^ 
" nance : in thy name shall they rejoice all the dky; 
^^ and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted.'^ These 
are great privileges, which God has promised and does 
bestow upon his people. It is true they do not all alike 
rejoice witli great joy; but they all ought. When 
their faith is weak, their joy is little. < But Uiey hav« 
the same right to believe, and to rejoice in believing. 
There is the same provision made for the whole Yamily 
and household of faith. They are interested in^be same 
oovenant, have the same promises, and the same faith- 
fulness to make them good. They have perfect secu** 
idty given them, that they may trust and not be afraidi 
The people ivbo know the joyful gound of a free grace 
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salvation, have good reason to believe without doubt or 
wavering. By such a faith they will see God perfectly 
reconciled to them, and will behold the light of his 
countenance shining on them in love. A blessed sight ! 
To see it clearly is glory begun, to walk in it is glory 
increasing. What is it but heaven, to rejoice all the 
day long ! But then it must be in thy name, in the in- 
carnate word, in Jehovah Jesus; by faith in whose* 
righteousness they shall be exalted, as high as a crea« 
ture can be— being justified' freely and fully they have- 
access into this perfect grace wherein they stand, and' 
they rejoice in hope of the glory of God ; and not only 
so, but they rejoice in the way to- glory, in tribulations* 
also, knowing that all things are working together for 
their present, and for their eternal enjoyment of God. 

For their encouragement thus to rejoice in the Lord 
he has promised them, that the joy which he gives shall 
not be taken away, which is 

Fifthly, Another great privilege. True joy is the gift 
of God. Is a grace of the Spirit of God. It has God- 
for its author, and God for its object r and it has this 
prerogative annexed to it, that no one can destroy this 
gift of grace. The L#ord Christ declaims, that he wilb 
not suffer any creature to take away what he bestows. 
What a rich cordial was this to his dejected apostles ?' 
They were mourning upon account of his leaving them- 
and were sadly cast down, as men without hope. But 
he revives their (pooping hearts with a promise — " V 
*' will see you again, and your heart , shall' rejoice, and' 
*' your joy no one taketh from you." This is indeed 
strong consolation : for it is one of the streams, which 
maketh glad the city of God — a stream that never fails 
— ^it runs out of the ocean of free grace, and none can 
stop, its running back into it. Not as the world givetb. 
give I unto you, says Jesus. The world giveth, 
empty joys, continueth them by an uncertain tenure, 
at last takes away all its gifts, and leaves its deluded' 
votary to. suffer the vengence of eternal fire. Whereas 
Christ ^ves what istruly gpod,.SQlid and lasting. Htsr 
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gifts are without repentance. .He is of one mind in con- 
tinuing, as well as in giving; for bis motives are in 
and of himself) and always the same. Hts own mere 
love, his free grace, and the good pleasure of his own 
will dispose him to give and to continue bis favours ; 
and his one end is bis own glory. Therefore be will 
not take away the joy, which he has given, and he wiU 
suffer no one to take it away. He secures b^ liis power 
what he gives by bis love. Such is the believer^s right 
to rejoice in the Lord always. His title is indefeasible. 
God has freely given him in Christ all the good that can 
make him happy : and be enjoys it, and is happy so 
far as be lives by faith. While be goes on from faith 
to faith his joys increase. Growing faith brings him 
in a richer harvest of joy. And be is commanded still 
to proceed, until his joy be full, which is a 

Sixth privilege, peculiar to joy in God. Other 
springs fail. They are often dry. And when they run 
the fullest he that drinks of their water thirsts the more. 
But joy in God has a satisfying fulness. The fountain 
is always full, yea is always running over ; and all the 
streams bring happy peace, and holy joy.^ The more 
a man drinks thereof the more sober and spiritual he 
becomes ; for whatever flows out of this fountam is grace,, 
sanctifying grace ; the more we partake of it we grow 
more like it.^ There is in it the divine property of con- 
forming and assimilating us to itself: for it weakens 
the corruption of nature, and strengthens the faculties 
of the new-man; and as these grow stronger, they 
cleave closer to God, and have more fellowship with him. 
.By which means they partake more of his joy. A happy 
partaker of it declares — " In thy presence is the fulness 
of joy.'' And therefore he prays — " Make me full of 
" j^y ^^^ thy countenance" — ^the presence of God with 
me, and his loVing countenance shining upon, me is the 
fullest joy upon earth. And this comes from* the grace 
of the Holy S|nrit, and is received by fmtb. Our Lord 
says to his disciples—-^' These thin^ have I spoken 
^ unto you^ that my joy might rooEiam in you^ and that 



.dfcu.t 



WALK ^OF FAITH. JMT 

^.your joy might be fulL^^ His end m speaking was. 
to give them good reason to rejoice, and to continue re^ 
joicing, and if they received what he spake with foU 
assurance, as they ought to do, it would produce in 
them a fulness of joy. And this would be so much to 
his honour and to their profit, that he commands them 
to ask it of the Father m his name-->^* Ask, and ye 
" shall receive, that your joy may be fulL" To the 
same purpose the apostle John, treating of the person of 
God incarnate, through whom we have fellowship with 
the Father in all the blessings of his love, says, ** These 
** things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.^ 
His design in writing was to lead them to nearer fellow* 
ship with the blessed Trinity, and to stir them up to 
seek in it their fulness of joy : and they have it full, 
who, satisfied of their title to the Father s blessings, are 
receiving them freely out of the Son*s fulness by the 
grace of the Spirit. It becometh them well to rejoice : 
for in the same blessings, there is fulness of joy for ever*^ 
more, joy unspeakable, and full of glory. 

Put all these considerations together, and then see, O 
my soul, what a rich provision thy God has made for 
the joy of thy heart. Admire and adore him for hia 
great salvation, for delivering thee from sin and sorrow,, 
and for the free gift of righteousness and life eternal. 
To pardon, to justify, to glorify such an one, as thou art,. 
O what divine and mfinite grace f What wilt thou re- 
turn him for manifesting his love to thee, and for en< 
gaging thy love to him ? How great is thy debt for 
admitting thee to fellowship with him, as thy God and 
Father, and for the gracious communications of his love 
to thee in Jesus ! What a subject is here before thee for 
delightful praise ! Look at it in any true light, thou hast 
reason to be glad with exceeding great joy. God the 
infinite fountain of good, is thy Grod. He rejoices in 
thee, therefore thou shouldest rejoice in him. He has. 
loved thee freely : how canst thou be sensible of this 
without loving hira ? His love has blessed thee with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus: whilst thou art 
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receiving them out of his fulness, how canst thou refuse 
to thank him mth joyful lips ? he says, that he rejoices 
over thee to do thee good ; the belidTof this should fill 
thy heart with joy and gladness. Indeed there is no- 
thing in God, but what should be to thee matter of re- 
joicing. His faithfulness and justice are on thy side^ 
as well as his never failing compassions : for he is thy 
God, thy covenant God, be has given his Son for thee 
and his Spirit to thee : by his grace thou hast been 
called to enjoy fellowship with the Father and the Son, 
and to partake of their covenant blessings. It is thy 
privilege to be improving this fellowship, and even upon 
earth to be tasting of the joys of heaven. May thy 
faith bring thee in a rich feast, yea a fulness of joy tift . 
thy cup run over with the rivers of pleasure, which are 
at Goa'*s right hand for evermore. 

Remember, O my soul, it is thy duty and thy privi- 
lege thus to rejoice in God. It is thine interest, and 
thy happiness. Thy God requires it of thee as the 
grateful acknowledgment of his favours : They are all 
of grace, inestimably rich and everlasting. He would 
have thee to honour him for the gifts by rejoicing in the 
giver. Joy is the sense of his goodness to thee : and 
canst thou receive the present, and live in hopes of the 
eternal blessings of his goodness, and yet be without a 
joyful sense of them ? Examine well, and try thyself. 
How is thy heart .? Is it happy in 4jr6d ? Is it happy in 
nothing but God ? Whatever a man puts his trust in, 
from that he expects his happiness. In what then dost 
thou trust ? Certainly thou wilt say, my trust is in the 
mercy of God for ever and ever. And should not he 
be the only matter of thy joy, who is the only ground 
of thy faith ? If he be, then why art thou so often cast 
down, O ray soul, and why art thou so disquieted 
within me? How many dejections, what great sorrows, 
and » what frequent heaviness dost thou experience. 
From whence come they ? Joy is sown for tliee. The 
sower is the Son of man. The Father has promised it, 
ami bestowed it oa thee for thy portion: thou hast 
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been called by grace, and the joy in believing is thy 
birth-right. What is the reason thou art not happy 
in thy God^ and rejoicing in him always? Search dili- 
gently for the cause. Depend upon it there is a great 
mistake somewhere. The Scriptures cannot be broken, 
which treat of continual joy m God. The promises 
cannot fail. The promiser is &ithful : And yet thou 
art not always a partaker of the promised grace. How 
is this ? O try to come to the bottom of this error. TVIay 
the spirit of wisdom lay it open to thee, and may thy 
sorrow be turned into joy. 

Perhaps thou art seeking for some reason to rejoice 
in thyself. This rejoicing is not good, although it be 
very common. It has a bad motive : it comes from 
pride. The end is bad : it is to exalt and aggrandize 
SELF, which was man^s sin and ruin. It is forbidden in 
Scripture — He that rejoiceth, let him rejoice in the 
Lord. If thou couldst find something in thyself to he 
pleased with, thou wouldst then rejoice in thy pride. 
Sorrow for not finding it may bring thee right ; be- 
cause it may be the means of shewing thee, that thou 
hast nothing of thine own to look at with self-compla- 
cency. What hast thou, that thou hast not received ? 
And if thou hast received it, why wouldst thbu glory, 
as if thou hadst not received it ? Hast thou any thing 
of thine own but sin ? Whagave thee grace, and made 
thee to differ from others? Was it not God ? Did not 
all come from the ^ood pleasure of his own will ? He 
saw nothing good m thee at first to move him to be 
gracious, and what he continues is to the praise of the 
glory of his own grace. If thou hast lost the sight of 
these truths, no wonder thou shouldst go mourning; 
God will not vouchsafe hia joy to them, who sacrifice 
U) their own net, and bum mcence to their own drag". 
He humbles and fills the humble with good things, but 
Jie sendeth the rich empty away. The rich rob him of 
hi^ glory, and he refuses them his grace. Watch there- 
fore, over thy proud legal heart. Be jealous over it with 
a. godly jealousy, Aud iatreat the Holy Spirit to bring 
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down every higb thought in it, that thou mayest exaJi 
God, and he may exalt thee. Remember the promise—- 
^^ The meek shall increase their joy in the Lord :^ seek 
ye the fulfilling of this: for joy in him is the death of 
9elf-seeking and self-pleasing. O beg of God then to 
keep thee meek and lowly, that thou mayest be willing 
to live upon Jesus by faith, and to receive all the joy 
of his fulness of joy. 

Perhaps thou art mourning under a sense of thy 
nnful nature, and groaning under the burden of indweL 
ling sin, as holy Paul did,, and as all the dear children 
of God do,^ when they are in their right mind. This is 
godly sorrow, which worketh repentance not to be 
repented of. It is the true poverty of spirit, to whicb 
the Lord hath promised his blessing. Indeed every one 
that has it is blessed^ because it is not only consistent 
with the truest joy, but also is the very proper temper 
of mind, in which it is> preserved imd increased. They 
that sow in tears, shall reap in joy. Self-knowledge 
is the breaking up of the fallow ground, and is the 
ploughing and harrowing of it, thereby making it 
nt for the good seed, and to receive the enlivening in- 
fluence of the heavens. The more any man knows of 
himself, the greater reason will he have to seek the 
Harvest of his joys in God, and seeking by faith he 
will find them. If he be in the deepest humiliation, he 
will be then best disposed to rejoice in God. This- 
holy joy generally rises highest, when self is lowest ; 
as the highest tide is.always after the lowest ebb. Re- 
member this, O my soul, m the most abasing views of 
thy fallen nature, and it will lead thee to seek, and in 
believing to find that in. God, which thou hast not in 
thyself, the empty, and none but the empty, may 
be filled with his joy. Let every discovery of thine 
emptiness lead thee to trust more in the salvation of 
God, and to enjoy more of its blessings. And then 
thou mayest be with Paul, always sorrowful, yet al- 
ways rejoicing. Sorrow for self is the greatest friend 
to joy in God. Self-loathing is accompanied with the' 
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sweetest delight in (rod. May the apostle'^s experience 
herein be thine— ^^ We are of the circumcision, who 
** worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
** and have no confidence in the flesh.^ O pray for the 
same grace, and thou wilt find, that the less confidence 
there is in the fleshy the more rejoicing there will be in 
Christ Jesus. 

Perhaps thou hast been tempted to feel for joy in 
some creature comfort, and hast not received it as the gift 
of God, nor enjoyed it by faith, nor returned him his 
glory. Thou wast looking below God for happiness, 
and expecting it from some other object. The worid 
had herein ensnared thy heart There is not a greater 
enemy to the children of God: because it has objects 
suited to their senses, and capable of gratifying them : 
by which the world is always trying to engage their af- 
fections, and always succeeds, when they are not living 
by the faith of the Son of ^rod ; for this is the only vic- 
tory that overcometh the world, even our faith. See, 
whether thy sorrow did not spring from some worldly 
disappointment. Thou hadst dropt thy shield, and wast 
falling asleep in Delilah^s lap : but awaking didst find 
the pleasure turned into pain. This pain maybe very 
profitable. It should convince thee of thy dreadful mis- 
take in leavinff God for the world, and should stop up 
thy way for £e future. Now thou seest the need of 
beiag cautioned— >Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world : for all things out of 
Chnst are under the curse. There can be no blessed- 
ness in them. The whole world lieth in wickedness ; 
it cannot make thee happy, any more than hell can. 
But it is thy privilege to be delivered from this present 
evil world, and to be saved from the love of it. This 
is a blessed part of thy salvation. Expect it by faith. 
The victory is obtained ; see thy share m it *' I have 
^* overcome the world, says Jesus. Almighty Lord, 
" overcome it in me, as thou hast overcome it for me.** 
But remember, O my soul, whatever be the red 
cause of thy sorrowing, there is joy in Gody and for 
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thee : because he is thy God ; in whom there is nothing 
to make thee sorrowful, but every thing which can pos- 
sibly give thee true joy. The blessed Trinity are ia 
covenant for thee ana for thy salvation. And it is thy 
bounden duty trusting to the finished work of the Son 
to rejoice in the love of the Father. In the peace of 
thy conscience and in the love of thy heart thou art re- 
quired to have fellowship with the Father and the Son, 
and to be always giving thanks to the Holy Spirit for 
this fellowship. Every enjoyment of their covenant' 
blessings in earth is a foretaste of heaven, and a pledge 
of joy unspeakable. What thou hast now by faith, 
thou sbalt certainly have in everlasting possession : for 
there is a sure foundation laid in the covenant for thee 
»to build thy hopes upon of rejoicing evermore. Thy 
Father has chosen thee and accepted thee in his Son, 
He has set his heart upon doing thee good, and he 
chaogeth not. His loving kindness is likeiiimself. He 
has drawn thee by his Spirit to believe in his love, and 
be has promised to love thee unto the end. He has 
freely given thee all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus, 
and he reserves the full enjoyment of them for heaven. 
Nothing can rob thee of them : because he keeps them 
by his power for thee, and thee for them. How should 
V* this help to fill up the measure of thy joys? The Fa- 

ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and the God of all comfort is thine, with all that his 
love can do to make thee happy. What canst thou 
want, but more faith ? The Lord increase it, that thy 
heart and conversation may be more with him. As 
thine affections are set more on things above, the temp- 
tations to the love of the things below will be weak- 
ened. The sweetness of heavenly communion will 
deaden thee to the charms of the world ; yea, the world 
will be to thee as nothing, while God is all. And is 
he not all in all to thee ? Consider his nature, his per- 
sonality, his covenant, his works, bis graces and his 
blessings — view them in their greatness and goodness 
^— >thou hast an interest in them alL His wisdom con« 
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trives for thee — his providence watches over thee— his 
love waits to be gracious to thee — ^his hoUness and jus- 
tice and truth are thy friends — all his attributes have 
engaged his power to bring thee to glory. The per- 
fect salvation of Jesus is thine. His Father is thy Fa- 
ther in him, and has nothing in his heart but love to 
thee : The Holy Spirit has manifested it to thee in be- 
lieving to be a perfect, unchangeable, and everlasting 
love. Whatever the Godhead has promised to give of 
happiness is promised to thee : And thou dost believe 
it, although thou art sometimes in heaviness through 
manifold temptations. But even then there is joy laid 
up for thee in God. Joy enough in the fountain. It 
is always full : only thy faith draws out of it sparingly. 
Enough in God to turn thy sorrow into joy, if faiUi 
did its perfect work. O for more faith, that thou may- 
est have more joy in believing. 

From whatever cause then, O my soul, thy sorrow 
arose, it certainly did not spring from any thing, which 

* faith discovered to be in God. Be assured of this: 
And learn to improve thy sorrow about other things, 
so as to see thy need of trusting more and of rejoicing 
more in God. If thy sorrow be lawful, coming from 
a sight and sense of thy sinfulness, there is good reason 
thou shouldst abhor thyself and repent in dust and 
ashesi But this is also good reason for joy in thy God i 
because the Lord is nigh unto them that are of a bro- 
ken heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit 
He gives to them the knowledge of salvation and makes 
them glad with the joy of his countenance. Thus he 
delivers them from . their sins and sorrows. He con- 
tinues his loving kindness: Surely his goodness and 
mercy shall follow them all the days of their lives. 
When they are under temptations to seek for joy in 
other things, he hedges up their way that they cannot 

/attain the expected good ; or if they do, he embitters 
the enjoyment, and will not let them find any thing in 
the creature, but vanity and vexation. By which means 
he would teach them to derive all their joys from him« 
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and from nothiDg but him. Wait O my soul, and read, 
and hear, and pray, be diligent in all means for thine 
improvement in this divine lesson. Seek the presence 
of God, wherever thou art. Expect his blessing upon 
all that thou doest. Account his love thy chief hap- 
piness, and be sure, nothing can make thee happy, m 
which thou canst not enjoy his love. If riches increase, 
the world smiles, health be granted thee, relations are 
kind, and all things go well, set not thy heart upon them. 
Look at the bountiful hand which gives, and depend 
on the grace which sanctifies those things. They are 
not worth having, but as they come from, and leaid to^ 
God, and so may be spiritually improved. If thou 
canst live by faith, and enjoy God in them, then they 
are real blessings : for then thou wilt receive them as 
his ^fts and use them to his praise ; thou wilt eye his 
^goodness in them, and admire him for them. And 
while he continues them, thou wilt be dependent on his 
grace to keqp thy heart from idolatry, tnat thou may* 
est love the gifts, only for the sake of the giver. 
Whatever thou art going to do, ask thyself— How can 
this be the means of my rejoicing in God ? If it can* 
not, avoid it If it come with all the world's flatteries, 
and make thee the greatest ofiers of joy, fly from it. 
There is deadly poison under its gilded outside. Lay 
it down as an invariable rule of thy walk, that nothing 
can do thee good, but what thou canst enjoy God in. 
He is the only source of good. And every uiing is to 
thee what he makes it : not what it is in itself in such, 
^U is vanity. But it is good, when God ipakes it so. 
True joy is from him, and in him. It is the g^h of his 
grace, and does not stop at any of the streams, but 
-goes up to the fountain bead, from whence they flow, 
and there finds its comforts. O my God, teach me thus 
to seek my joys in thee, and to make thee my crown of 
rejoicing. 

For thine encouragement consider, O my soul, what 
he (Kd to the travellers gone before thee in the way to 
Sion : how he comforted them and made them glad with 
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the joy of his countenance. He led them indeed through 
the valley of Baca, of mourning— the only high way to 
the kingdom ; but they found a well in it, a fountain 
of living waters : they went on sorrowing for their de* 
parture from God, but were made glad at their hearts 
m being brought back by lus grace: therefore they 
wept rejoicing. Happy mourners ! And hast thou not 
the same reason, as they had, to sorrow for thyself, and 
yet to be exceeding glad in God ! Is not this also the 
case with all thy fellow travellers now upon the road ? 
Their hearts are with God. He is their portion. His 
heaven is their home. They would not make up their 
happiness in the accommodations by the way, but in God, 
their treasure, their supreme good, and their everlasting 
joy. Neither would they be stopt by the inconveni- 
encies which they may meet with : these, improved by 
faith, will tend to make them long more to be at home : 
for these will lead them to feel more of the true joy 
there is in God, and will thereby inspire them with 
higher strains of praise and thankfulness. So that every 
thing they meet with on the road will be sanctified to 
them, and will dispose them to make melody in their 
hearts unto the Lord. Their Father and our Father 
out of the riches of his grace has not only given them 
matter of thanks, but has also provided tne very words 
to be used by them. Many a weary traveller has found 
them a rich cordial. His spirits have been raised, his 
soul and all within made happy, while he was singing 
the s\^eet and heavenly hymn. The Gospel prophet, 
who had seen the glory of Immanuel, and who was the 
honoured penman of this divine poem, has left us a 
direction, when any one Jias a right to sing it, and to 
make it his own, Isaiah xii. I* And in that day them 
ihalt say. By booking at the context the time here 
mentioned appears to be the day of the Lord's power, 
and when the Spirit of life* enters into the sinner, and 
he is quickened from a death in trespasses and sins. A 
happy, eternally happy day. The same Spirit will be 
bis comforter, will bring him to the knowledge of his 
Vol* I. M 
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breaks out aloud into thanks, and calls upon the by* 
standers to admire the n]arvellous goodness of God. 
Behold^ see here a miracle of grace — God is my salvct* 
Hon — wonder with me at the exceeding riches of this 
love — Why me ! What am I, that the most high God 
should be my Saviour? I am sure he never set his love 
upon one more unworthy, nor plucked any brand out 
of the burning, that was fitter fuel for hell firei O help 
me then,' angels and men, to praise and adore that in- 
finite mercy, which contrived, wrought out, and has 
now applied to me this salvation with all its blessings. 
My debt increases,, and I want to praise him more : for 
in that unspeakable gift of bis Son he gave me all 
things, and he has now given me faith, ana has put me 
into possession. I have his word for it, and I believe 
it — ^a word of infallible truth, confirmed by promise, 
ratified by the covenant oath of the blessed Trinity. 
These engagements cannot be broken, therefore / wiU 
trust and not be afraid* On the part of the divine co« 
venanters all is sure. They have given me the fullest 
security that can be, and I may take the comfort of it. 
They will never leave me nor forsake me, and my faith 
^hall not fail. Blessed promise ! I shall be kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation. Glory be 
to the Lord Jehovah^ who is my strength — ^his almighty 
arm holds me up, and ther^ore he is my song — the 
same arm will carry me safe to the end, therefore my 
heart rejoiced in him, and with my song will I praise 
him. I will make my boast of his strength : All the 
day long will I be telling of his salvation. How can I 
mention too often these infinite mercies of my God ? I 
love to dwell oa the delightful theme. It warms my 
heart, it enflames mine auctions, and raises my soul to 
heaven. My joys are all in this one — He also is be- 
come my salvation : He is my present salvation : foe 
he has opened the fountain, and has opened my heart 
to receive the life-giving streams. How can I but bless 
and adore his holy name, while I am with joy drawing 
water out of the weUs of salvation. 
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O ye Ueftsed of the Lord vAio have received the same 
salvation out of the infinite fountain of divine grace, 
assbt me to praise. Your rejoicing with me will increase 
mj joys, and improve my thankfulness. So it follows 
in the prophet — In that day shaU YE say — ye, not 
one only as befcxre ; but the many partakers of the same 
mercies will sing in chorus. They will join in social 
worship and with one heart unite in the common tribute 
of praise. Praise ye the Lord, call upon his nafne, de^ 
dare his doings among the people j make mention that 
his name is exalted : sing unto the Lord : Jbr he Jiath 
done excellent things : this is knorvn in ail the earth. 
Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Stan : Jbr great 
is the hciy One of Israel in the midst g^ tliee. Great 
he is indeed, infinitely— ^everlastingly great in himself 
•—and to be admired for his excellent greatness in sav- 
ing sinners. This is his peatest work, and it demanda 
of them their highest praise ; and they are glad to give 
it him. Happy are they now, when bumble and poor 
in spirit they can exalt their Saviour God ; but wha 
can tell, how happy they shall be, when he shall exalt 
them, and make them partakers of his own happiness £ 
Eternal salvation will aemand the tribute of theur eter^ 
nal praise ; and they will be most blessedly employed 
in paying it, when they shall return to Sion with Songs^ 
and evemsting joy shall be upon thdbr heads. Crowned 
heads may w^ sing: for their coronation day will last 
for ever, and the king of kings will put such honour 
upon his royal friends, that all heaven will ring with 
his praises. They will with one heart and one voice 
adore God the Liamb ; whose gracious hand wiped 
away all tears from their eyes, and made sorrow and 
sighing flee away for ever ; and who gave them his joy 
and gladness, such as are even in heaven inexpressible, 
and will be to eternity full of glory. 

O my Grod, accept of my poor mke. I desire ta 
join all the redeemed in earth and heaven in blessings 
and praising thee at all times. I would give thee praise 
continually with my heart and with my mouth. I would 
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rejoice in thee, and in nothing but thee ; for thou art 
my God, my supreme good, and mine everlasting por- 
tion. Let me then for thy mercies sake glory in praising 
thee hencefwtb and for ever. I ascribe it to thee now 
with a glad heart, rejoicing in hope, that my praise will 
be better ere long and never ceai^ng. Thou art worthy 
of all that angels and men can pay: to thee, holy Fa?- 
ther, with the Son and Spirit, the Three in one Jeho* 
vah be equal and endless praise. To this I give my 
hearty Amen. 



CHAP. VIII. 

The BeUever wclBcs humbly with God^ bewring his cros9^ 

The happy believer i& now advanced a great way in 
his journey. He has been brought to the saving know- 
ledge of God — ^has received faith in his reconciled God 
in JesuB-~ha& been taught by the Spirit to love his 
God— and has found the blessedness of holy commu* 
Bion with him in the way of obedience and duty, which 
makes him go on rejoicing ; then it is become fit and 
proper, that his faith and love should be tried. He 
must expect it. It is to the honour of God, to the 
good of others, and to the establishing of those graces,, 
that proof should be made of them, and that they should 
be put, like gold into the furnace. This is only a re- 
finer's fire. ' If the furnace be very hot, one seven times 
more than it was wont to be heated, the gold will lose 
nothing. Sterling grace is purer and brighter for every 
fiery trial. Its enemies, who Mow the flame, have no 
intention to refine it, and sometimes the believer himself 
cannot see how the mccans will answer the end : But 
God over-rules every trial for his glory, and the be- 
Hever^s good, and makes it more precious^ than that of 
gold which perisheth. Troubles, opposition from withiti 
and from without, all the difficulties lie can meet witb,^ 
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only serve to purge out his dross, and to render bint 
more -fit for bis heavenly walk. Herein the grace of 
Gdd is most marvellous. Such a power, as brought 
light out of darkness, is continually directing and sanc- 
tifying the crosses of the believer, so that not one of 
them can stop him ; nay the greatest of them, help him 
forward in his journey, and bring him not only more 
'safely, but also more happily to the end of it. Adored 
for ever be the Father^s love,, which makes all things 
work together for his children's good. 

When man was in paradise, there was nothing in 
him but what was conformed to the image of God. His 
«will was one with the will of God. In this state th^e 
was no cross. Harmony ruled in the innocent breast 
And God looked on his favourite man with delight. 
They were perfectly agreed, and they walked together 
in holy and happy friendship. But when man fell, then 
sin brought in sorrow, in the ten thousand miseries Which 
the body suffers, And in the entire corruption of the 
faculties of the soul, particularly of the will, now at 
enmity with the will of God. Hence our crosses. Sin 
is their fruitful parent ; and while we are in a bodv of 
sin and of death, we cannot be exempt from suffenng : 
for man is born to trouble, as naturally as the sparks 
fly upwards : but the unregenerate man does not feel 
the cause of this. He has no spiritual senses. He is 
dead to God. He does not know, why he suffers, and 
he is not sensible of what he deserves to suffer,^ there- 
fore he goes on merrily, laughing and singing under a 
load of guilt, enough to ruin a thousand worlds. But 
when the spirit of life enters into him, andyie is made 
to see his state, to feel his guilt, and to fear iiis danger, 
then he begins to groan under the cross. Every day 
he discovers, how totally he was fallen, and departed in 
heart from the living God. He now tastes the bitter- 
ness of sin, and finds the deadly fruits of it. Although 
there be a remedy provided to bring the wanderers 
home, and he is made acquainted with it, yet he is with* j 

out strength to apply it. He cannot by believing take. \ 
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the comfort of it. When it is given him to believe, he 
still has sin and suffering to exeircise his faithe Against 
his corruptions and temptations he must be contiiiiiAly 
fighting the good fight of faithw From this .warfare he 
can have no discharge but by death. He must take to 
himself the whole armour of God, and be under arms 
night and day> or he ^ill never be able to resist the 
as^ults of evil spirits, or to overcome the opposition of 
evil men. This is the heritage of ail the servants of 
the Lord. All that will live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecution. If they be on the Lord's side^ 
all his enemies will certainly be theirs ; so that if they 
enter into his kingdom, it must be through much tribu- 
latioD. The king himself went this way to the crown, 
bearing his cross ; and he has assured us there is no 
other way—" Whosoever doth not bear his cross, and 
« come after me> cannot be my disciple'^ — ^he must 
deny fiimself what by nature he loves, and must love 
what by nature he^hates ; unless he live in this state of 
self-denial, which is to be his daily cross, he cannot live 
in communion with me, as one of my disciples. If he 
be one of the highest of them, yet he must carry his 
cross : for he has still a fallen nature, and its senses and 
appetites are always lusting against the will of God, 
and it is like plucking out a right eye to deny them 
their gratifications and to refuse them their much co- 
veted pleasures. He is in a body of sin and death, and 
must carry his cross to his grave, being liable to all the 
sufferings which mortality is heir to, and all the way 
mortified under them, because he cannot bear them 
withput faith, nor hold out without patience, and these 
graces are not of himself, but are the gift of God. He 
is also forced to carry another cross all his days, even 
the corruption of his nature, depraved m every faculty, 
and always inclined to evil. This is the burden and 
grief of the children of God, under which they all groan. 
And a sore and heavy burden it is, heavier for being 
continual, and for its always working against the grace 
and glory of the Lord Christ : for this infection of na*^ 



